
Inspection of Kids Planet Salford
36-38 Eccles Old Road, Salford M6 8RA

Inspection date: 29 April 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Inadequate



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are greeted warmly by friendly staff as they arrive for their sessions. They 
quickly settle and happily explore the range of activities on offer. Babies freely 
crawl from indoors to the outdoor area, where they excitedly explore sensory 
activities, such as foam and water, giggling as they create bubbles. Interactions 
between staff and children are effective and support children in developing 
important communication and language skills. In pre-school, staff sit and talk with 
the children at mealtimes, making them social experiences where children can chat 
to their friends about their day. Toddlers develop language through storytelling and 
song sessions, where they join in and repeat familiar words and phrases. Staff 
organise a range of opportunities for children, such as visits to the museum and 
local parks and train rides. They have weekly visits from an early years football 
company, where they learn and practise their physical skills. The development of 
the new outdoor area also helps to support their thirst for exploring nature and 
wildlife.

Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour, with routines and golden rules 
to support expectations. Children quickly learn to sit quietly for story time and to 
use 'kind hands' when playing with their friends. Staff model praise and manners 
when talking to the children and interacting with each other, which teaches the 
children about respect and politeness. Children learn about the wider world through 
celebrations and festivals, which are relevant to their friends. They celebrate their 
similarities and differences and develop a tolerance and acceptance for other 
people.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, leaders have worked hard to address the concerns 
raised. They have reviewed safeguarding policies, procedures and practices 
across the setting. Staff have accessed further training to upskill them in 
understanding and identifying signs of abuse. As a result, safeguarding practices 
are secure.

n Leaders quickly identify any breaches to requirements or concerns and deal with 
these immediately. They implement additional training and review risk 
assessments to prevent any future lapses. For example, leaders have recently 
reviewed the procedures for food safety and serving temperatures. This helps to 
keep children safe from harm.

n Leaders and staff implement a bespoke and effective curriculum built on 
children's interests. The curriculum is well sequenced across the setting to build 
upon what children already know and can do and to help them to achieve the 
next steps in their learning.

n The setting provides exceptional support and provision for children who speak 
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English as an additional language. Staff incorporate dual-language books and 
the children's home language into their learning. Staff who speak other 
languages help to communicate with children and their families to provide an 
inclusive service to ensure that every child feels welcomed and valued.

n Parents are offered many opportunities to join in their child's learning through 
stay-and-play sessions, parents' evenings and celebration events. Leaders 
provide information and support with communication and language delay, as 
well as advice on behaviour, toilet training and weaning. This helps parents to 
feel involved and supported in their child's development.

n Provision for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is 
exemplary. Leaders and staff work closely with parents and other professionals 
to ensure that any gaps in learning are identified quickly and the relevant 
support put in place. They utilise funding to provide additional support to 
children, including adapted dolls reflecting the needs of the children on roll and 
specialist equipment to support individual needs, to ensure that each child 
makes progress.

n Staff promote positive behaviour and use praise to encourage children to make 
good choices. They offer routines and boundaries to help children know what to 
expect, for example, using a tambourine to signify transition points, such as tidy-
up time or lunchtime. However, the organisation of mealtime routines is not as 
well organised as it could be, leading to delays. As a result, some children 
become restless and display signs of frustration while waiting.

n Hygiene practices in pre-school are effective with children developing 
independence in wiping their own noses, using the tissue bins, then washing 
their hands. However, on occasion, staff do not model good hygiene routines, 
such as washing their own hands after wiping children's noses. This does not 
give children consistent messages about health and self-care.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve the organisation of mealtime routines to maintain a calm and positive 
environment

n encourage staff to model effective hygiene practices to teach children about 
hygiene and self-care.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY479480

Local authority Salford

Inspection number 10395131

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 130

Number of children on roll 213

Name of registered person Kids Planet Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900964

Telephone number 0161 736 8788

Date of previous inspection 7 January 2025

Information about this early years setting

Kids Planet Salford registered in 2014. The nursery opens from 7am to 7pm, 
Monday to Friday, all year round, with the exception of bank holidays. It provides 
funded early education for children. There are 44 members of childcare staff. Of 
whom, 12 staff hold relevant qualifications at level 3 and 10 staff hold a 
qualification at level 2. One member of staff holds qualified teacher status and one 
member of staff holds early years teacher status.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Michelle Highcock
Lisa Oakley
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Inspection activities

n We carried out this inspection as a result of a risk assessment, following 
information we received about the provider.

n The inspectors viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The deputy manager, the manager and the inspectors completed a learning walk 
together of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years foundation 
stage curriculum.

n The inspectors talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and 
took account of their views.

n The inspectors spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account 
of their views.

n The inspectors looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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