
Inspection of Kids Allowed Knutsford
Knutsford Centre, Mobberley Road, KNUTSFORD, Cheshire WA16 8HY

Inspection date: 4 November 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

A child-centered approach is at the heart of this nursery. Children are excited as 
they enter the nursery and are happy waving goodbye to parents and carers. 
Children have positive relationships with staff and feel safe and secure. Staff have 
high expectations of children's behaviour and are good role models. This helps 
children form positive relationships and learn to respect and value one another.

There is a strong focus on outdoor learning and children develop a love of the 
outdoors. They enjoy exploring nature and the world around them. Children have 
the opportunities to experiment with clay and natural objects, including leaves, 
shells and twigs. Children find leaves from the sycamore tree, and they squeal with 
excitement as they throw them in the air and watch the helicopter leaves spiral 
down to the floor. Staff extend the children's language, introducing words like 
'spin', 'spiral' and 'helicopter'.

The nursery provides an array of exciting and stimulating opportunities for children 
to access. Children are eager to explore and join in the activities. For example, 
older children challenge themselves balancing on planks. Babies show good 
physical dexterity as they reach for the sensory objects which light up.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff plan opportunities based on children's interests. Overall, intentions for 
children's learning are understood by staff. However, this is not embedded, and 
staff do not always fully extend children's learning to the highest level.

n Children explore real fruit and vegetables during play and staff discuss the 
names, shapes, texture and smell. This helps support children's knowledge of 
healthy food. The nursery provides healthy meals and has a well-balanced menu 
for all children. Older children serve themselves lunch and scrape their plates 
when they have finished. This promotes independence and preparation for 
school.

n The nursery provides outings and experiences which include trips to the airport. 
This provides children with first-hand experiences of the wider world, such as 
learning about aeroplanes. They visit a country park, collecting sticks to make 
their own play bonfire in nursery, complete with hot chocolate and pom-pom 
marshmallows. Staff use words like 'fire', 'burning' and 'melting', which extends 
children's vocabulary.

n Partnership with parents is a real strength of the nursery. Parents can access the 
app, where staff provide daily updates and photos and share ideas to extend 
children's learning at home. For example, staff provide home learning packs with 
advice to support toilet training. This helps provide continuity and aids children's 
progress.
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n Communication and language are held in high regard. Children are encouraged 
to leave their dummy on the special 'magic dummy tree'. Staff understand the 
effects dummies can have on pronunciation and speech. There is also a free 
book exchange where children can swap unwanted books and choose some new 
ones, helping them develop a love of reading. 

n The support for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities is 
excellent. Managers and the special educational needs and disabilities 
coordinator have worked closely with parents and other agencies to remove 
barriers to learning and secured funding for extra resources. All children are fully 
included and make very good progress.

n The nursery provides many opportunities to develop children's understanding of 
the world around them. Children learn about different faiths and cultures and 
celebrate festivals and events, including the Queen's jubilee and Diwali. 
Introducing new cultural experiences helps children learn about similarities and 
differences.

n Care practices are good. Staff provide children with lots of opportunities to wash 
their hands and use the toilet themselves. This encourages children to become 
increasingly independent.

n The quality of teaching is strong but not yet outstanding. The managers create 
an environment that supports the intent of an ambitious curriculum. However, 
some staff are not fully aware of what managers intend them to teach children. 
This means there are slight inconsistencies in different rooms and, on occasion, 
staff do not provide children with greater levels of challenge in their learning. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an excellent culture of safeguarding in this nursery. Staff have regular 
training and are aware of potential risks. They have good knowledge of the signs 
and symptoms of female genital mutilation, witchcraft and the 'Prevent' duty. The 
managers demonstrate a firm understanding of their roles and the policies and 
procedures that underpin their practice. They share information with agencies to 
make sure that children at risk are protected and supported. Effective record-
keeping and processes are in place. The premises are secure and well maintained, 
which contributes to keeping children safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen supervision to ensure staff understand the curriculum intent, in order 
to provide children with greater levels of challenge in their learning

n develop staff's quality of teaching to help maximize the focus on what children 
need to learn next.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2593041

Local authority Cheshire East 

Inspection number 10249186

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 11

Total number of places 235

Number of children on roll 186

Name of registered person Kids Planet Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900964

Telephone number 01565 682090

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kids Allowed Knutsford registered in 2020. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, 51 
weeks a year. The sessions are from 7.30am to 6pm. The nursery receives funding 
for the provision of free early years education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children. The nursery employs 23 members of childcare staff. Of these, 15 hold 
appropriate early years qualification at level 3 or above.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Nicky Martin
Janine Tours
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The managers and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the setting and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed the interactions between the managers, staff and 
children throughout the day and evaluated the impact on children's learning.

n The inspector held discussions with the managers, staff, parents and children at 
appropriate times during the inspection.

n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including evidence of 
the suitability of staff and training.

n A joint observation was conducted by both inspectors and the managers and 
staff.

n The inspector spoke with the managers about the leadership and management 
of the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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