
Inspection of Kids Planet Waverton
Waverton Nursery, 41 Church Road, Wavertree, Liverpool L15 9ED

Inspection date: 9 April 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The passionate manager has a strong vision for the setting and shares this with her 
team. As a result, staff implement the intended curriculum well. Staff's good 
knowledge of the children and their families helps them to plan meaningful 
activities and experiences that build on what children already know and can do. As 
a result, all children, including children in receipt of funded early education and 
children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make good 
progress and are well prepared for the move on to school.

Staff build strong bonds with children and their families from the outset. Tailored 
settling-in sessions are put in place at the start to ensure that new children get the 
care, time and attention they need to settle in. Transitions throughout the setting 
are managed particularly well. For example, every effort is made to support staff to 
move through the setting with their key children. Where this is not possible, staff 
work closely with parents and colleagues to make sure that pertinent information 
about children's care and education is shared. This means that children's needs are 
consistently met. As a result, children settle quickly and are extremely happy and 
content. Staff are good role models and have high expectations for children's 
behaviour. Staff are skilled at helping children to understand their own feelings and 
the feelings of others. Children are compassionate, kind and caring.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff create inviting environments for children indoors and outdoors. 
For example, babies bang metal pots and pans together to make different 
sounds. Older children are fascinated to discover that the scented play dough 
they are using smells like oranges. These experiences motivate children to 
explore and learn by using all of their senses.

n Overall, staff spend quality time interacting with children and teaching them 
through play. This helps to focus children's attention and motivates them to have 
a go and keep trying. However, there are times when staff overlook quieter or 
less-confident children, particularly, during group activities. As a result, some 
children disengage, and their learning is not fully extended. 

n Staff make good use of stay-and-play sessions and parents' meetings to help 
parents understand the importance of early education. Parents are highly 
complimentary about the manager and staff. Parents say they feel very well 
supported and describe the setting as 'an extension of family'. As a result, 
partnerships with parents are strong and support children's continued good 
progress.

n Overall, staff implement the curriculum for communication and language well. 
Staff provide a narrative for babies and toddlers and encourage them to repeat 
words. Older children take part in targeted communication sessions. These help 
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children to become even more confident to talk and help to close any identified 
gaps in their learning. However, during some back-and-forth discussions with 
children, staff do not consistently support children to ask questions and 
contribute their ideas. As a result, these children are not challenged to extend 
their vocabulary and thinking even further. 

n Staff provide excellent opportunities for children's physical development. Babies 
are encouraged to sit up, crawl and feed themselves. Toddlers practise their 
small-muscle skills as they learn how to hold a variety of brushes when making 
marks with paint. Older children demonstrate increased confidence as they use 
scissors, pens and pencils, developing the skills needed for later writing.

n The outdoor curriculum is very well thought out and designed to complement 
the learning that takes place indoors. Additionally, the on-site sports coach 
delivers targeted sessions that help children to develop their small- and large-
muscle skills even further. Children learn vital skills, such as throwing, catching 
and how to carefully control a ball with their feet. These sessions also support 
children's confidence and self-esteem. For example, children proudly cheer as 
they score a goal.

n Staff benefit greatly from a robust cycle of supervision, coaching and training. In 
addition, their well-being is extremely well promoted. Staff say that they are 
very happy in their work and feel supported. They say that they feel part of the 
'Kids Planet family'. However, leaders do not consistently monitor staff practice 
closely enough to ensure that all staff develop the quality of their education 
practice and implement all aspects of the intended curriculum to consistently 
high levels across the team.

n Children behave well and display positive attitudes to learning overall. Staff are 
good role models who value and teach the importance of having good manners. 
For example, children are often heard saying 'please', 'thank you' and 'excuse 
me' without being prompted by staff. This supports children to develop positive 
attitudes for the future.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide highly incisive feedback and even closer monitoring of staff practice to 
help staff deliver all aspects of the intended curriculum to a consistently high 
level.

Inspection report: Kids Planet Waverton
9 April 2024 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 2750713

Local authority Liverpool

Inspection number 10340006

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 98

Number of children on roll 145

Name of registered person Kids Planet Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900964

Telephone number 0151 733 0199

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kids Planet Waverton registered in 2023. The setting employs 38 members of 
childcare staff. Of these, 30 hold early years qualifications from level 2 to level 6, 
and six members of staff are working towards a formal early years qualification. 
The setting is open from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 
7.30am to 6pm. The setting provides funded early education for two-, three- and 
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Donna Birch
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked about their 
curriculum and what they want children to learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being delivered, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation together.
n The inspector spoke to staff throughout the inspection.
n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The special educational needs coordinators spoke to the inspector about how 

they support children with SEND.
n The inspector held a leadership and management meeting with the manager and 

senior leadership team.
n The inspector spoke to several parents and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024

Inspection report: Kids Planet Waverton
9 April 2024 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

