
Inspection of Kids Planet Clarence
1 Clarence Avenue, Thornton-cleveleys FY5 2BE

Inspection date: 28 August 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive at this outstanding nursery. Staff provide a carefully sequenced and 
meticulously planned curriculum. Highly knowledgeable staff implement the 
curriculum well, helping children to make exceptional progress from their individual 
starting points. Skilled staff ignite children's curiosity as they learn through a wide 
range of enticing activities. Staff promote children's confidence to make choices 
about their play and learning. They are always on hand to support them and 
discuss different options with them throughout their day. Children demonstrate 
exceptionally high levels of engagement in their learning. For example, they delight 
in supporting their friends to solve problems as they play together. Staff 
consistently encourage children to aim high and to set aspirational goals. Staff are 
superb role models and foster a culture of respect where children's voices and 
choices are highly valued.

Staff promote children's personal skills exceptionally well. They teach children to 
become independent from the earliest age. For instance, babies drink from open 
cups proficiently. Staff skilfully support children to manage their emotions. They 
create areas where children can vent their frustrations, followed by breathing 
exercises to promote calm and regulation. Staff support all children to behave 
incredibly well. Children's individual interests are promoted superbly. Their 
personalities are nurtured from the outset through the highly effective key-person 
system. Children form strong bonds with staff which outlast their time at the 
nursery. Staff celebrate children's efforts and achievements from the outset. For 
instance, 'proud cloud' boards mark babies' first steps and words. Children leaving 
for school enjoy a graduation festival to celebrate their time and achievements at 
nursery. Children develop high self-esteem and become confident learners. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider demonstrates passion for their role and cascades this to staff 
through their continual enthusiasm. Staff are dedicated to enhancing their 
knowledge and skills through the wide array of targeted training offered by the 
provider. They are keen have their practice critiqued by their colleagues and to 
share what they learn with the team. This helps staff to provide the highest 
quality teaching and experience for all children.

n Children excel in their language and literacy skills as a result of highly effective 
teaching strategies and interactions. For instance, babies demonstrate well-
developed speech and children confidently begin to read and write at an early 
age. Staff support the most capable children to continue to make exceptional 
progress by implementing additional focused support.

n Staff demonstrate a robust understanding of how to sequence children's learning 
as they intuitively build on what children know and can do. Staff have a deep 
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understanding of how children learn and they choose the best approaches to 
suit each child. Staff identify gaps in children's learning early and intervene 
swiftly to help close gaps quickly. This supports all children to make excellent 
progress.

n Staff help children to prepare well for transitions between the nursery rooms and 
on to school. Staff complete a thorough handover process so that children's new 
key staff know them well from the outset. Staff teach children the skills they will 
need as they move on. They take children on visits to their new schools and 
encourage their confidence as they dress up in school uniforms. As a result, 
children settle quickly in their new room and are excited about their transition to 
school. 

n The provider promotes children's physical development superbly. Children learn 
specific physical skills through sports and movement classes. For example, 
babies develop their core muscles and learn about how their bodies move in 
yoga sessions. Outings to the beach and woodland areas help children learn to 
manage different terrain as they run around in open spaces. Children understand 
the benefits of leading a healthy lifestyle. They develop a love of the outdoors 
and of exercise. 

n Outings provide rich opportunities where staff promote children's interest in the 
world around them. Staff teach children to manage risk and to evaluate their 
surroundings as they travel in the local area on trams. They find out about 
different generations as they build relationships with older people during trips 
with staff to a local care home. Children learn about their community, the local 
area and the wider world.

n Staff plan innovative ways to help children find out about other cultures. For 
instance, the nursery bear visits interesting places, such as Japan, with children 
and their families. Children tell their friends about their travels. Staff help 
children to write postcards from places they learn about. They visit the post box 
to send them to their families. Staff teach children about varied family dynamics. 
Children begin to understand our diverse world and are very well prepared for 
life in modern Britain.

n Relationships with parents are strong and supportive. Parents are integral to the 
regular reviewing of the provision. Their suggestions are valued and acted on, 
such as recent changes made to the outdoor area. Parents praise staff's 
excellent communication. Staff promote parents as partners in their children's 
education and offer a wide range of take-home resources to help children 
continue their learning at home. This enhances the consistency of children's care 
and experiences.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2683673

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10350747

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 80

Name of registered person Kids Planet Day Nurseries Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900964

Telephone number 01253 853014

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kids Planet Clarence registered in 2022 and is located in Thornton-cleveleys. The 
nursery employs 23 members of staff, including the manager who holds an 
appropriate level 5 qualification. Thirteeen members of staff hold appropriate 
qualifications at levels 2 and 3, one at level 4, one at level 5 and two at level 6. The 
nursery is open year round, Monday to Friday, from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amy Johnson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n The inspector viewed the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum with 
the provider.

n Children and staff spoke to the inspector throughout the inspection.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The provider and the inspector completed joint observations of group activities 

together.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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