
Inspection of Kids Play & Learn 
Preschool
Riverhead Village Hall, Amherst Hill, Sevenoaks TN13 2EL

Inspection date: 27 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff create a friendly atmosphere where children are happy to come in and settle 
quickly. Key-person relationships are strong, supporting children to feel safe and 
able to freely explore their surroundings. Staff place an emphasis on ensuring they 
know children well in order to provide activities each day that will excite and 
engage them. 

Children behave towards each other with kindness and respect. Staff are good role 
models for behaviour and manners and they gently remind children of them during 
play. They provide activities that support turn-taking and sharing. For example, 
children patiently wait their turn to choose an object from the bag during a phonics 
game. Children are eager to engage in the many activities. Staff welcome children 
into play and are enthusiastic in their interactions. For example, children giggle as 
staff re-tell them stories using props. They thoroughly enjoy finishing familiar 
sentences in the story and acting out parts, such as blowing down the house of 
'The Three Little Pigs'.

Leaders demonstrate excellent knowledge and understanding of their carefully 
designed curriculum. All staff take part in regular assessment and planning. They 
have high expectations for children and all children make good progress from their 
starting points. Staff provide a good balance of both adult-led and child-initiated 
activities. Many small-group times throughout the day prepare children well for 
their next stage in education. They quickly learn skills, such as sitting, listening, 
focussing and taking part. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide a curriculum that is clearly sequenced to support children to build 
on their existing knowledge and skills. They provide differentiation within each 
activity so all children can make progress at their own level. For example, 
younger children enjoy making marks in a sand tray, while older children use 
pencils to practise writing recognisable letters.

n Staff support a love of reading by planning daily group story times and dedicated 
times for children to explore books independently. They read with expression 
and ask questions to help children understand the story. Children enjoy choosing 
a story and snuggling in close by staff as they listen intently. 

n Staff are good at consistently providing children with new vocabulary. For 
example, younger children learn to describe different fruits as 'sour' or 'sweet'. 
Older children learn different words for textures, such as 'smooth' and 'spiky'. 
Leaders identify children with speech and language delays and provide targeted 
support for them. However, staff are less confident at using the resources they 
have, such as visuals, to continue to support their development. On occasion, 
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staff are not proactive at encouraging children to remove dummies so they can 
practise their speaking skills.

n Children develop good problem-solving skills. Staff use open-ended questions to 
support their thinking. For instance, as children use scoops and ramps in the rice 
tray, staff ask them to predict what will happen if the ramp gets steeper. This 
promotes children's natural curiosity and builds a love of learning. 

n Staff provide opportunities for children to develop their self-help skills, such as 
washing snack plates and putting their own shoes and coats on. They give 
children lots of praise to develop their self-esteem. However, at times, staff are 
too quick to complete a task for children during group activities. At these times, 
children do not benefit from opportunities to further develop their independence 
and perseverance skills. 

n Staff celebrate the diversity in the setting. For example, they plan opportunities 
for children to explore a range of multicultural festivals throughout the year and 
learn about each other's cultural backgrounds. This helps children to develop an 
understanding and appreciation of equality and diversity.

n Leaders are very reflective and consistently evaluate the care and education they 
offer. They regularly communicate with parents and utilise advise from other 
professionals to adapt practice and the environment to best suit the children. For 
example, they are currently improving and adapting positive behaviour 
strategies.

n Leaders have a genuine passion and desire to support all children and their 
families. They use funding well, such as the early years pupil premium, to ensure 
all children have access to the same opportunities. Furthermore, staff carefully 
consider additional resources to support all children to make good progress. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop staff knowledge of how to support children's language and 
communication skills further

n ensure staff consistently support children to develop their independence, 
allowing them time to do things themselves.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2693588

Local authority Kent

Inspection number 10368580

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 13

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Kids Play & Learn Pre-school  Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2693589

Telephone number 07799023898

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Kids Play & Learn Preschool registered in 2022. It operates from Riverhead Village 
Hall, which is  situated in Sevenoaks, Kent. The pre-school is only open during term 
time, from 9am to 3pm. There are four members of staff, three of whom hold 
relevant qualifications at level 3 or above. The pre-school offers government 
funded places for children aged from two to four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nina Harvey

Inspection activities

n The provider and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 
discussed the curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n Children told the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the pre-school.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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