
Inspection of Lilliput Pre-School
Walter Pomeroy Hall, Royal Lane, UXBRIDGE, Middlesex UB8 3QP

Inspection date: 6 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are greeted in a warm and friendly manner. Staff support them during 
transitions by offering a cuddle. This helps children to feel safe and secure. 
Children behave well within the setting. Staff support this by reinforcing the 
setting's rules. They use phrases such as 'kind hands'. Children learn to use their 
manners. For example, they learn about manners during circle time. Staff 
encourage children to include each other in play. This supports children to learn to 
respect each other.

Children have opportunities to develop their physical skills, outside and indoors. In 
the garden, they drive large vehicles over raised platforms and extend this activity 
by balancing on the platforms themselves. They show enjoyment when climbing on 
the climbing frame and going down the slide. They drive the large cars around the 
garden. This supports them to learn to negotiate space. Indoors, children join in 
with 'wake up and shake', a large group dancing activity.

Staff support children to make progress. They implement the curriculum well, 
which supports all children to develop their skills. Children relish opportunities to 
develop their creative skills. Staff demonstrate how to stamp with different-sized 
bottles in a variety of coloured paint, and children then continue to independently 
complete this activity. They label the colours that they use and show enjoyment as 
they make marks on paper.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The setting is strongly focused on developing children's communication and 
language skills. For example, staff will comment on children's play. This strategy 
gives children opportunities to expand on their vocabulary and enhance their 
conversational skills. Staff support children's understanding by using some 
simple signs alongside spoken language.

n Children make choices for themselves. During circle time, children choose which 
song they would like to sing. They independently choose to play indoors or 
outdoors. This supports children to be able to identify their preferences.

n Overall, adult-child interaction is good. For example, staff support children to 
learn about the natural world around them. They use magnifying glasses to look 
for snails and worms in the garden, and staff extend learning opportunities by 
talking about what insects might eat. However, interactions in the outdoor 
environment are not of a consistently high standard. This means that children 
are not fully supported to extend their learning when outdoors.

n Children have opportunities to develop their independence. For example, staff 
support children to put on their wellington boots and rain suits. Staff encourage 
children to try for themselves and offer help when needed. At snack time, 
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children serve themselves. This supports children to develop their skills and 
achieve tasks for themselves.

n Children have some opportunities to develop their understanding of 
mathematics. Staff encourage children to count as they play with different-
coloured bears and count balls in the garden. However, staff do not consistently 
support the more confident children to extend their knowledge and 
understanding of a wider range of mathematical concepts. 

n Children enjoy talking about their home lives. They tell staff about trips to the 
doctors. Staff show an interest in what children are saying, which supports 
children to feel valued.

n All children are supported to develop to their full potential, including children 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities. Leaders are aware of the 
support that children require. They use recommendations from professionals, 
such as physiotherapists, in the pre-school. Staff plan using these 
recommendations to ensure that all children are given opportunities to develop 
and enhance their skills.

n Leaders reflect on practice. They can identify areas of strength as well as areas 
of improvement for the pre-school. They have an improvement plan in place that 
includes developing the garden area. Leaders are passionate about supporting 
staff's well-being. Staff express positive views of the support that is given to 
them. 

n Parents have positive views of the setting. They expressed how they see their 
children develop and learn new skills. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop the quality of interactions to further enhance children's learning when in 
the outdoor environment

n support staff's understanding of mathematical development to ensure that all 
children are sufficiently challenged in this area of the curriculum.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY424085

Local authority Hillingdon

Inspection number 10308338

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 38

Number of children on roll 50

Name of registered person Smith, Donna Louise

Registered person unique 
reference number RP514949

Telephone number 07518 275057 

Date of previous inspection 15 March 2018

Information about this early years setting

Lilliput Pre-School registered in 2011 and operates from Walter Pomeroy Hall, in the 
London Borough of Hillingdon. It operates from 9am to 3pm, every weekday, 
during term time. The provider is in receipt of funding for the provision of free early 
education to children aged two, three and four years. There are seven members of 
staff, six of whom hold relevant level 3 qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emma Long
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at pre-school.

n The inspector spoke with the manager about the leadership and management of 
the setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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