
Inspection of Little Hulton Children's 
Centre Nursery
Longshaw Drive, Little Hulton, Worsley, Manchester M28 0BD

Inspection date: 11 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Managers and practitioners work together effectively to provide a welcoming 
nursery. Children behave well and demonstrate that they feel secure. They arrive 
at nursery eager to get started and quickly engage with activities that promote 
their good progress. For example, babies confidently climb up the steps of a small 
climbing frame. This helps to promote their strength and mobility. Pre-school 
children get busy inventing monsters out of modelling dough. Shaping and 
squeezing the dough helps to strengthen children's hands and fingers. 

The nursery accommodates a number of children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND) and disadvantaged children. The experienced managers 
establish close partnerships with specialist professionals in other agencies. This 
helps everyone to work together to support children and families well. Managers 
use additional funding effectively. For example, they train practitioners to identify 
and support children who may be at risk of language delay. 

Parents and carers say that there is always someone around who is ready to listen 
to them. They particularly praise the individual attention and strategies that help 
new children to settle in. Managers place a high priority on encouraging parents to 
continue children's learning at home. For instance, practitioners encourage parents 
to wean children off the use of dummies. This helps everyone to promote children's 
early speech development effectively.   

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There has been a lengthy period of uncertainty for the nursery. This is because 
of a strategic review in 2018 that proposed its closure. One impact of this has 
been an unusually high turnover of staff. The decision has been reconsidered 
and the nursery will stay open. Everyone involved has worked hard to maintain 
consistent provision for children. Managers are implementing a sensible 
development plan effectively. For example, they are recruiting practitioners and 
supporting team leaders to ensure that policies and procedures continue to be 
implemented to a high standard. 

n Newly recruited practitioners undergo a period of induction that helps them to 
carry out their role effectively. Managers appoint experienced practitioners as 
mentors who support and coach them. For example, the mentors train new 
practitioners to make accurate observations of children's learning and 
development. This helps to make assessment practice across the team 
consistent. Managers observe practitioners teaching. They offer insightful 
feedback that helps everyone to improve their professional skills.

n Children move freely between a range of activities. They encounter practitioners 
who know them well and who skilfully engage them. This helps to promote 
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children's well-being and progress effectively. However, sometimes, practitioners 
do not identify precisely enough what children already know and need to learn 
next.

n Children's early literacy is promoted well. This is demonstrated when children 
become visibly excited about a fictional monster. Practitioners ably create a 
sense of anticipation and 'mock fear'. They wonder if children are brave enough 
to look at the scary monster in the book. Children, therefore, discover the fun of 
reading. Practitioners teach children to repeat and remember alliterative words 
and phrases. Children begin to notice that words are sequences of sounds. 

n Practitioners give their undivided attention to caring for and interacting with 
children. They teach children to understand and use new words. This is 
demonstrated when children concoct and stir their own monstrous mixtures. 
They learn that everything that they add to their bowl is another 'ingredient'. 
Practitioners ask children questions. However, on occasion, their questions are 
not phrased expertly enough to engage and challenge children's thinking really 
effectively.      

n Managers work with practitioners to structure a curriculum that includes 
important social skills. This prepares children for school and adulthood. For 
example, in the room for two- and three-year-olds, children learn to use a spoon 
and fork to eat lunch. This, in addition, helps to promote children's two-handed 
coordination and physical development. Children eat healthy food and learn why 
a balanced diet is important. Information about children with allergies to 
particular foods is shared effectively. This helps everyone to make sure that 
children eat food that is safe for them.

n Practitioners model caring and considerate behaviour. For example, they handle 
baby dolls carefully and gently. Children copy them and this helps to promote 
children's positive behaviour and respect for other people. There is an 
unmistakeably inclusive ethos throughout the provision. Children learn to 
understand and value what makes everyone equally unique and important. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers train practitioners to understand and follow the nursery's safeguarding 
procedures. Practitioners demonstrate vigilance and an intention to seek advice if 
they have concerns about children's welfare. 

Care procedures are kept under constant review. For example, managers have 
recently introduced online recording of children's accidents. This has strengthened 
their monitoring of the frequency and type of injuries that children sustain. 
Managers use this information effectively to identify and minimise hazards to 
children in the nursery. Practitioners who are key persons participate, alongside 
parents, in multi-agency teams. They help to plan, carry out and review joint 
planning. This helps to promote children's well-being effectively.      

What does the setting need to do to improve?
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus teaching even more precisely on what children need to learn next
n strengthen questioning techniques so that practitioners ask questions that 

engage children's full attention and challenge them to think. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 511458

Local authority Salford

Inspection number 10109664

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 to 4

Total number of places 75

Number of children on roll 80

Name of registered person Salford City Council

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526934

Telephone number 01616047686

Date of previous inspection 13 February 2015

Information about this early years setting

Little Hulton Children's Centre Nursery registered in 2001. The nursery employs 16 
members of childcare staff. Of these, two hold qualifications at level 6, three hold 
qualifications at level 4, eight hold qualifications at level 3 and two are qualified to 
level 2. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round, with the 
exception of bank holidays and Christmas week. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. 
The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old 
children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Susan King

Inspection report: Little Hulton Children's Centre Nursery
11 February 2020 5



Inspection activities

n The inspector and the nursery manager went on a learning walk around the 
nursery. They talked about the nursery curriculum and how children's health and 
safety are promoted.

n Six parents and carers spoke with the inspector. The inspector took account of 
their views. She observed and interacted with children. For example, children 
told the inspector about the monsters they had made.

n A meeting took place between the inspector, the nursery manager and the 
deputy nursery manager. Documents used in the provision were read and 
considered. This included the checks made of the suitability of practitioners to 
work with children.  

n The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation of an adult-led 
activity. They discussed the impact of teaching on children's progress.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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