
Inspection of Little Butterflies Day 
Nursery Ltd
1a Beechfield Road, Fremington, Barnstaple EX31 3DD

Inspection date: 22 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are safe, happy and confident in this setting, which has a very homely feel 
to it. The manager and her staff team have devised a curriculum that enables them 
to decide on children's next steps and plan for them accordingly. All children, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), make 
good progress. The setting has good links with the local schools and works in 
partnership with other agencies to ensure that all children are well prepared for 
school.

Children are keen to take part in activities that support their communication and 
language. For example, they talk about what they can see, feel and smell as they 
take part in a nature hunt. They develop good physical skills as they explore the 
well-equipped garden. Children balance, climb and navigate safe pathways on 
wheeled toys. Younger children develop good core strength as they push walkers 
while learning to walk. 

Children develop close attachments to the warm and caring staff, who are very 
attentive to their needs. Staff are good role models who treat children kindly and 
with respect for their individual characters. Children share with one another without 
being prompted, and they take turns very well. Children are responsive to staff's 
instructions and show a good understanding of the routines.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children listen intently to books, which staff read to them in an engaging way. 
They answer questions and make suggestions about what they think will happen 
next. Children talk about the feelings of the characters. They make faces to 
represent different emotions. This helps children to develop a love of books and 
relate to stories.

n Staff give children lots of praise and encouragement. Children develop 
persistence and a good understanding of their own abilities. They demonstrate 
sheer enjoyment as they successfully complete puzzles. Younger children smile 
and clap when they build towers with bricks.

n Children are curious and observant. They notice and talk about the patterns they 
make in the mud with their boots. They attempt to fit tubes together to extend 
their length, and they explore balance using scales. This helps children to 
develop a good mathematical understanding. However, staff often miss 
opportunities for children to solve problems, as they are quick to offer them 
solutions instead of letting them work it out for themselves. 

n Staff encourage good hygiene and healthy eating. They offer parents support 
and guidance for preparing healthy lunch boxes. Meal times are a very social 
time; staff sit with small groups of children as they eat and chat. This promotes 
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good relationships as the children talk with staff and their friends. 
n The manager and staff intend for children to develop good independent skills, 

such as feeding themselves, dressing and undressing. However, when children 
come in from the garden in large groups, they are not all consistently 
encouraged to take off their own coats and boots and put them away. This 
means that some children do not have the opportunity to practise these 
important self-care skills.

n Children with SEND are given targeted support to help them move on in their 
learning. Staff follow advice from outside agencies and regularly spend time with 
individual children. Children clearly enjoy these special times and make good 
progress in their development.

n Staff are supported well. They have access to training to continually improve 
their practice, and they have very positive relationships. They are a happy team 
of staff who genuinely have a lot of fun with the children.

n Parents report that they are kept well informed about their children's learning 
and development. They appreciate the opportunities their children take part in. 
For example, they have swimming lessons and trips to the park, the beach and 
nearby attractions.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to provide opportunities for children to develop their problem-
solving skills

n ensure that all children are encouraged to practise self-care skills to promote 
their independence.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2660858

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10332961

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 11

Total number of places 37

Number of children on roll 72

Name of registered person Little Butterflies Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2660857

Telephone number 01271321277

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Butterflies Day Nursery Ltd registered in 2021 and is located in Fremington, 
North Devon. It opens from 7am to 6pm each weekday, all year round. The nursery 
offers funded places for children aged between two and four years. The nursery 
employs 10 members of staff, seven of whom hold a level 3 qualification, two are 
qualified to level 2 and one is an apprentice. The nursery offers before- and after-
school care for children up to the age of 11 years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Den Russell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the setting. 

n The manager, the deputy and the inspector discussed how the early years 
provision and curriculum is organised. 

n The manager discussed the leadership of the setting with the inspector. 
n The inspector and the manager jointly observed and evaluated an activity.
n The inspector spoke to children and staff during the inspection.  
n The inspector spoke to and read statements from parents to gather their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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