
Inspection of Little Ducklings - 
Farnham Royal
Farnham Royal Village Hall, Farnham Lane, Farnham Royal, Slough SL2 3AX

Inspection date: 24 June 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show that they are happy, safe and secure at this welcoming setting. The 
manager and the majority of the staff team are relatively new, but they are already 
working cohesively and communicating well. The manager is committed to making 
ongoing improvements that benefit children. For example, she has introduced free-
flow access to outdoors, which has had a positive impact on children's behaviour. 
Children can independently choose where they prefer to play and let off steam 
when they wish. Children gain confidence in their physical skills as they balance on 
beams and logs, and some children are becoming very adept at riding two-wheeled 
bicycles. Children remain engaged in their play, as staff plan activities and learning 
experiences based on children's interests.

Staff know children well and have a good knowledge of their backgrounds, families 
and individual experiences. Staff are keen to promote healthy eating and are 
working on this by providing a variety of fruit at snack time and adding fresh fruit 
and vegetables to children's role-play areas. Staff recently planned a healthy eating 
week, during which children made their own pizzas with peppers and sweetcorn. 
Staff are also keen to promote children's literacy in the nursery and encourage a 
love of books, stories and rhymes. Informative non-fiction books are placed around 
the setting to enhance children's play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children behave well. Staff and children have worked together to agree the rules 
of the setting. Staff encourage children to take responsibility for completing 
tasks for themselves, such as pouring their own milk at snack time and 
spreading butter onto their crackers. Children receive lots of praise from staff 
when they manage these tasks.

n Children are benefiting from the newly adopted 'in the moment planning', as 
staff focus on children's interests more effectively. For example, children's recent 
interest in minibeasts has prompted staff to plan activities and experiences with 
this in mind. Children have fun looking for bugs frozen in ice and use their 
imagination and creativity as they make their own bug hotels. There are good 
prompts for staff written down at each activity, reminding them of the learning 
opportunities that are possible. However, staff do not always make the most of 
these learning opportunities to extend children's learning and deepen their 
thinking.

n Overall, staff support children's communication and language development well. 
They interact positively with children and actively engage them in conversation 
as they play. There are times, however, when staff do not give children enough 
time to think when responding to questions, or they allow the more dominant, 
talkative children to take over their attention. This occasionally means that 

Inspection report: Little Ducklings - Farnham Royal
24 June 2024 2



quieter children are not always given the same levels of attention during their 
play to help extend their learning even further.

n Staff provide care that is sensitive to children's needs and wishes. For example, 
they respectfully ask children if they are ready for a nappy change.

n The new manager is developing a good oversight of the nursery in partnership 
with the owner and her staff team. She is strengthening relationships with 
parents and has improved the provision for children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. Staff receive good support from the nursery's special 
educational needs coordinator, and funding has been used well to support 
children's needs. For example, the setting has purchased 'switches' that when 
activated speak aloud a pre-recorded command. These are enabling children to 
find ways of communicating their needs.

n Staff understand their roles and responsibilities in keeping children safe. 
However, they are not always vigilant to what children are doing and where they 
like to play. Children gravitate towards where the staff position themselves and 
this means that some areas of the nursery are not used by the children unless a 
member of staff is there also. Staff do not always deploy themselves to 
encourage children's exploration and ignite their interest in what is around them.

n Parents comment positively on the relationships they have with their child's key 
person. They say that their children are happy and always have a really active 
day. Staff are working to provide parents with good, consistent information 
about their child's progress while at the nursery.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the delivery of the curriculum further so that staff consistently 
consider the interactions, activities and resources that they provide to make the 
most of children's learning opportunities 

n support staff to focus their support and attention more equally among all the 
children, enabling those who are quieter to benefit more consistently from good-
quality interactions

n support staff to become more vigilant of children and consider how they deploy 
themselves in order to support children to engage in meaningful learning 
experiences and fully benefit from what is on offer.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2749613

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10353692

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 16

Name of registered person Little Ducklings Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2619758

Telephone number  01753 376925

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Ducklings - Farnham Royal registered in 2023. It is situated in Slough. It is 
open from 9.15am to 3.15pm, Monday to Friday, during term time only. There are 
four staff working with the children, three of whom hold a relevant childcare 
qualification. The nursery receives funding to provide free early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicky Hill
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want their children to learn. 

n Staff and children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual and manager about the 

leadership and management of the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with the manager.
n Parents shared their views on the setting with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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