
Inspection of Little Engineers Nursery
Eagle Heights, Waterside Way, LONDON N17 9FU

Inspection date: 8 April 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and secure, forming strong friendships with their peers as they 
play together harmoniously. Staff teach children good routines, which children have 
learned and respond positively to. For example, during the morning, children sit in 
a group to sing the 'welcome song' and say hello to each of their friends. Staff ask 
children how they are feeling. Some children can express themselves with 
confidence. This helps children to develop their emotional intelligence from a young 
age. The key-person system ensures that staff get to know families and children 
well. Staff ask parents to share information on arrival at nursery that may impact 
on their child's day. Staff ensure this is noted so that teaching can be adapted to 
support the children's individual needs. Babies and young children are nurtured 
with lots of cuddles of reassurance during the day to help them feel safe and 
secure.

Staff guide children to develop their communication and language skills. 
Throughout the day, staff speak to children and encourage two-way 
communication. Children learn vocabulary and its meaning through the nursery 
golden rules, such as 'kind words', 'good listening' and 'inside walking'. Babies and 
children hear nursery rhymes and begin to follow the actions. Staff are positive role 
models and teach children behaviour expectations. Children demonstrate good 
attitudes to their learning and behave very well. Staff offer children a rich range of 
learning experiences both indoors and outdoors. Children make choices throughout 
the day, which helps to build their independence and confidence. Leaders oversee 
the curriculum to ensure that children reach their full potential.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are ambitious for every child to make good progress. The curriculum is 
sequenced so that children learn in steps based on what they know now and 
what they need to learn next. Children make good progress from their starting 
points. 

n Leaders support staff to plan for children based around their interests. However, 
sometimes the curriculum intent is not fully established consistently during all 
activities to support children's next steps in their learning. Leaders have an 
action plan in place, which is working to support the curriculum even further to 
ensure that children are provided with the best learning opportunities.

n Leaders ensure staff are supported through regular training opportunities and 
supervision. However, the monitoring of teaching is not yet robustly measured to 
ensure that learning opportunities for children are always of the highest quality. 

n Staff provide children with lots of unrestricted access to outdoor play, where 
they build their physical skills well. Children learn to balance and climb on 
equipment such as planks and small slides. They practise their hand-eye 
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coordination by filling and pouring sand into containers. Staff provide young 
children with sensory experiences, where they explore paint with their hands as 
they swirl the colours between their fingers and strengthen their small finger 
muscles.

n Staff support babies and young children to build their independence skills. 
Babies learn how to use cutlery to feed themselves at mealtimes. Children wash 
their hands before meals and learn to put on and take off their coats. This helps 
children to learn to be independent and how to keep their bodies healthy and 
maintain good hygiene routines.

n Staff provide lots of opportunities for children to develop a love of books. Groups 
of children listen with intent to stories and recall familiar parts of the story. Staff 
expertly ask children questions about the story and help children use their own 
experiences to make links to the story. This helps to bring stories alive for 
children.

n Staff introduce young children to mathematics from a young age. Babies and 
young children listen to the counting of resources through fun everyday play. 
Older children compare numbers to quantities as they begin to learn the 
meaning of numbers in relation to objects. Children learn about shapes and can 
recall various shapes from previous learning through the 'shape of the week' 
focus.

n Parents share their appreciation for the settling-in process that reassures them 
their children are safe. They say that daily verbal communication and updates 
online help them to understand their child's day and what they are learning each 
week. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen planning further to link more closely with the curriculum intent and 
children's next steps in learning

n develop teaching skills to ensure all staff make the most of all opportunities to 
extend children's learning to the highest possible level.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY548235

Local authority Haringey

Inspection number 10396625

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 3

Total number of places 38

Number of children on roll 27

Name of registered person LDBS Academies Trust

Registered person unique 
reference number RP548234

Telephone number 02034755316

Date of previous inspection 18 December 2019

Information about this early years setting

Little Engineers Nursery registered in 2017. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, 
from 8am to 6pm, and operates all year. There are 14 staff, of whom eight hold 
appropriate qualifications from level 3 to level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jacqueline Halpin

Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk to establish how the early 
years curriculum is being implemented.

n The inspector spoke to parents and took their views into account.
n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children.
n Children approached the inspector during the inspection.
n The manager and inspector completed a joint observation of a focused activity.
n The inspector spoke to staff when it was appropriate to do so and took their 

views into account. 
n The inspector reviewed documentation that included how the nursery safely 

recruits staff.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Little Engineers Nursery
8 April 2025 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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