
Inspection of Little Beebles Pre-School
Crowan Primary School, Moorfield, Praze, CAMBORNE, Cornwall TR14 0LG

Inspection date: 24 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff create a warm and nurturing space, where children progress well in their 
learning and development. Children feel safe and secure. Staff plan the curriculum 
effectively, which focuses on helping children to understand their emotions and 
build independence skills. Staff build strong relationships with children, knowing 
this boosts their learning. Children happily say they feel good today and that they 
enjoy their time here. If children feel anxious, staff quickly offer reassurance.

Children are curious, concentrate well and are eager to join in activities. Young 
children strengthen their hands and coordination by moving sand between buckets 
and building sandcastles, which they decorate with shells, developing their 
creativity. In music sessions, children build their vocabulary and confidence as they 
sing nursery rhymes together. They remember the song lyrics, which boosts their 
memory and rhythm skills. They also develop physical skills by dancing, moving 
their body to the song words 'Row, row, row your boat'.

Staff support children in understanding the wider world. When they can, they take 
children on village walks and to the local shop. This helps them learn about their 
community and develop social skills. Parents bring their pets to the pre-school to 
show the children, such as horses, sheep and dogs, to help children to develop an 
understanding of animals. Additionally, the local police officer visits regularly to 
discuss their job and talks to children about road safety, building children's 
awareness of their community and how to keep safe as a pedestrian.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There is a strong focus on helping children of all ages to develop a love of books 
and reading. Staff read to children often. This helps children to understand 
experiences beyond their own. Staff read with interesting voices, and children 
listen well. Staff allow time for children to talk about the pictures in the books 
and join in with familiar parts. Children learn new words, such as 'stumble' and 
'swirling'. During free play, younger children enjoy sitting quietly and looking 
through books on their own. Children are encouraged to take books home. This 
helps them extend their learning and develop a routine of reading for pleasure at 
home.

n Children are encouraged to use their imaginations while building with cardboard 
and tape. Staff support them in learning how to use scissors as they cut the 
tape. They explain the need to be careful with scissors and how to carry them 
safely. However, staff do not always challenge older and most-able children 
further to enhance their development. Those children sometimes lose interest in 
activities. 

n Parents report that staff create a warm and welcoming atmosphere, where their 
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children are safe and secure. They comment that staff build strong relationships 
with families and offer helpful guidance in childcare matters, for example helping 
children to manage their feelings and emotions. They comment that the setting 
is a credit to the local community. Parents appreciate the good communication 
they receive about the activities children have engaged in and their progress.

n Children are encouraged to participate in conversations to develop their 
language and communication skills. Children of all ages speak with confidence, 
and staff use sign language to support communication development further. 
Staff speak in calm, gentle voices. They engage in interactions with children, 
giving them time to respond. However, the questions they ask tend to require 
one word or brief answers, which do not enable children of all ages to fully 
develop their own ideas to support their critical thinking skills.

n Children learn about positive relationships and creativity while making Mother's 
Day cards, for example. As they paint images using large brushes on easels, 
children develop physical control and coordination. They create stripes of blue, 
yellow and green, explaining how they are painting 'flowers'. Guided by adults, 
children mould dough into spring shapes, such as eggs, flowers and ducks, 
which helps them develop their imagination and hand strength.

n Staff report they are happy working in the setting. Regular training helps staff 
stay updated on essential developments. They apply what they learn in their 
practice. For instance, a recent course on extending the mathematics curriculum 
has helped staff incorporate additional mathematics into activities, such as using 
language such as 'bigger, smaller' and 'increase' during big den building games. 
This has strengthened their implementation of the mathematics curriculum and 
positively impacted children's learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide older and most-able children with further challenges to sustain their 
interest and to extend their development even more

n engage children in conversations that support and encourage them to explore 
their ideas and interests even further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY376514

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10394674

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 14

Name of registered person Praze Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP520030

Telephone number 01209831794

Date of previous inspection 19 September 2019

Information about this early years setting

Little Beebles Pre-School registered in 2008 and operates within Crowan Primary 
School, in Cornwall. The pre-school is open from 8.45am to 3.15pm on a Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday and from 8.45am to 12.45pm on a Tuesday and Thursday, 
term time only. The pre-school offers government funded spaces for childcare. 
There are three members of staff, all of whom hold relevant level 3 qualifications in 
early years. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Victoria Jones
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector read feedback from parents during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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