
Inspection of Little Angels Fun Club 
and Nursery
Little Angels Nursery, 1-4 Paradise Row, Cramlington, Northumberland NE23 6QF

Inspection date: 12 June 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this nurturing and welcoming nursery. They are supported to 
become confident and enthusiastic learners by the dedicated staff team. There is a 
wonderful atmosphere in all the rooms as children engage in a wide range of 
different activities and experiences. These are carefully planned and matched 
appropriately to children's ages and stages of development. Their curiosity is 
evident as they learn about a variety of different animals. The youngest children 
giggle with delight as they gently stroke the ducklings. Two-year-olds are 
fascinated as they find out about fish, with the help of the nursery chef. They also 
visit the local pet shop. In the pre-school room children carefully handle a gecko 
and a snake, while listening to interesting facts about them. Skilful teaching helps 
children to understand why their stick insects use camouflage to keep themselves 
safe from predators. The rich variety of opportunities provided supports children to 
become confident and inquisitive learners.

Children form strong bonds with the staff. There is a clear focus on supporting their 
personal, social and emotional development. This begins with personalised settling 
in arrangements where staff gather a wealth of information from parents. This 
enables children's needs to be met effectively right from the start. Staff always 
have time to provide a cuddle or words of reassurance to children. They boost their 
confidence by providing regular praise and encouragement. Children take great 
pride in being helpful, and they show kindness and consideration towards their 
friends. Children's behaviour is excellent. Clear and consistent systems are in place 
to support children who may need some help in regulating their behaviour. This 
includes different zones to reflect how children are feeling, learning ladders to 
reward children for positive behaviour and activities designed to help them to calm 
down ready to learn.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Inspirational leaders and managers lead the large staff team with clear direction. 
They work with the staff to consider ways for the nursery to develop  in the best 
interests of children. Staff report they feel valued and supported, with regular 
opportunities for training and development. Leaders have recently had to 
coordinate the transition of children and staff to the nursery, following the 
unavoidable closure of one of their other local sites. Every effort has been made 
to make this process as smooth as possible, and to communicate with parents 
about any inevitable changes. 

n There is a shared curriculum vision throughout the nursery. This is based on a 
strong understanding of child development. Learning is sequenced effectively so 
that staff build on what individual children know and can do. Staff teach children 
new skills, such as holding pulling themselves up to standing or using scissors. 
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They then provide opportunities for children to practise and consolidate their 
learning. 

n Staff recognise the importance of supporting children's communication and 
language. A structured approach is in place so that children are introduced to 
different sounds and words in a consistent way. Books, rhymes and songs play 
an important part in developing children's speech and vocabulary. Books 
available are chosen to reflect children's interests. Children regularly spend time 
sharing a favourite story with staff or their friends. 

n The learning environment in all the rooms, and in the outdoor areas is highly 
stimulating. Resources have been carefully selected so they provide children with 
structured opportunities to learn and develop. Staff guide children in their play, 
to ensure they experience a wide variety of different types of activity. For 
example, in the large 'Rockets' room, children remain in family groups so that 
staff who know the children well can support their learning and monitor their 
progress.

n Support for children with special educational needs and/ or disabilities (SEND) is 
superb. Staff are vigilant in identifying children who may need additional 
support. They readily seek guidance from senior staff  to determine strategies 
they can use to help children to make progress. Clear procedures are in place to 
liaise with parents and involve other professionals, if required. Additional funding 
is used effectively to support individual children's needs. 

n There is a strong focus on supporting older children to be ready to move on to 
school. Staff introduce daily routines to mirror what children might expect to 
encounter in school classrooms. This includes registration time and circle time.

n Children thoroughly enjoy the healthy food provided. Special dietary needs are 
catered for effectively. Mealtimes are highly sociable. Staff sit with children, and 
encourage babies to feed themselves, and older children to serve their own 
food. Careful thought has been put into the furniture available in the different 
rooms, and the cutlery children are given. This means that children gradually 
acquire new skills. 

n Standards of care throughout the nursery are strong. Each child's key person is 
responsible for ensuring individual needs are met, such as nappy changing and 
toilet training. Staff are deployed effectively so that children are supervised 
effectively. 

n Parental feedback recognises the strengths of the nursery, including the high 
levels of care and learning opportunities provided by the staff. Parents value the 
updates they receive via the nursery app, as well as detailed feedback when 
they pick their children up. Parents are also extremely grateful for the advice 
they receive, including from the nursery's family support worker. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 301921

Local authority Northumberland

Inspection number 10403030

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 111

Number of children on roll 175

Name of registered person Little Angels Fun Club and Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP520618

Telephone number 01670 737274

Date of previous inspection 6 March 2020

Information about this early years setting

Little Angels Fun Club and Nursery registered in 1999. The nursery employs 44 
childcare staff. Of these, 25 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or 
above, including two who hold qualified teacher status, and eight  with level 6 
qualifications. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the year. 
Opening hours are from 7am to 5.45pm. The nursery offers government funded 
places for childcare and receives specific funding for disadvantaged children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Batchelor
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector took account of the views of parents.
n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the 

nursery.
n The inspector reviewed a range of key documentation supplied by the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025

Inspection report: Little Angels Fun Club and Nursery
12 June 2025 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

