
Inspection of Mama Bear's Day 
Nursery
Stanbridge Primary School, Stanbridge Road, Bristol BS16 6AL

Inspection date: 8 October 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff outline clear intentions for the activities and support they will offer children. 
The small team works together to observe children as they play. Key persons track 
children's achievements and development. All children make good progress and 
gaps in their development are closing, and they are well supported to reach their 
potential. Children's language and social skills develop effectively, and their 
confidence and self-awareness progress well. Staff model speech and encourage 
children's language. Children's differences are valued and celebrated. Children react 
very positively as staff use words in their home languages. Staff also use signs and 
picture prompts to communicate with the younger children and those who need 
some additional support, beneficially reinforcing messages. This helps to reduce 
any frustration and successfully supports children's understanding and cooperation, 
enhancing their happiness and positive emotional well-being.

Staff support a calm atmosphere throughout the nursery. They patiently offer 
explanations to help children to manage their emotions, understand the needs of 
others and adapt their behaviour. Children form strong bonds with the caring staff, 
and their safety and physical well-being are closely supported. Staff are attentive to 
children's needs and follow their care arrangements carefully. They adapt routines 
well to ensure young children get the rest they need. Parents are very positive 
about the friendly, welcoming staff and all that they do for the children.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Staff support an ongoing two-way flow of 
information with parents. Staff reflect on and enhance the support they provide 
for families and are starting to promote a beneficial community atmosphere. 
They offer ideas and varied resources to support children's learning at home, 
such as books, story sacks and games. They also provide opportunities for 
parents to share useful items, such as nursery uniforms. 

n Staff thread support for children's independence through the routines of the day 
and offer children lots of encouragement and praise as they persevere with 
tasks. Children proudly place their things on their pegs upon arrival. They work 
hard to get their boots and coats on to go outside. Children take an active part 
in mealtimes. They find their cup and get their bowl at snack time. They serve 
themselves food and conscientiously clear away their things afterwards. 

n Managers have been supporting the staff team as they have redesigned their 
planning processes to fit the team more effectively. New staff and apprentices 
have also had close support to build their skills, particularly in threading 
children's learning intentions into activities. However, the staff team does not 
fully think through the set-up of all areas to ensure it consistently inspires 
children to explore and develop their skills. Additionally, some staff are skilled at 
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picking up on children's interests and flexibly adapt activities, while other staff 
do not always readily do this. Consequently, children's attitudes to learning and 
their involvement and skills are not consistently extended.

n Staff focus on developing children's literacy skills. Older children show good skills 
as they discuss the letter of the week, naming items that start with the same 
letter. Books are readily available for both age groups. Children listen to stories 
and are taught how to use and look after books. They proudly choose one to 
borrow to take home. 

n Children develop their physical skills effectively. They build their hand strength 
using tools to cut dough and imaginatively create items such as 'cakes'. Older 
children readily make marks and draw items. They develop their balance during 
focused yoga sessions, holding poses and shapes and eagerly copying staff. 
Children develop their coordination as they experiment outside with water using 
different tools, such as pumps to fill containers. 

n Staff offer group activities to build children's confidence and skills. Children enjoy 
song time and playing games such as 'bug in a rug', where they excitedly hide 
their eyes and try to guess which friend is under the blanket. However, staff 
arrangements during some parts of the activities are not as well thought out. 
Children become distracted, and their listening and attention do not develop as 
much as possible. 

n Staff well-being is closely supported, and the team works well together. 
Managers focus on celebrating staff's achievements and supporting them in their 
roles. Training needs are identified to help staff develop their skills, both through 
the company and from outside opportunities. Staff benefit from doing a range of 
relevant training, including undertaking qualifications.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to enhance the curriculum and consistently adapt their teaching to 
inspire children more readily, enabling them to follow their interests and extend 
their skills to higher levels

n review group time arrangements to consistently support children's listening and 
attention skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2677806

Local authority South Gloucestershire

Inspection number 10355112

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 34

Number of children on roll 39

Name of registered person Mama Bear's Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901325

Telephone number 0117 9575152

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Mama Bear's Day Nursery registered in 2022 and is located in the grounds of 
Stanbridge Primary School, Downend, South Gloucestershire. It operates from 8am 
to 6pm, Monday to Friday. There are seven members of staff who work with the 
children. Of these, four hold an appropriate qualification at level 3. The setting 
provides government-funded places.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Howell
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed all areas and discussed with the manager how these areas 
are used.

n The manager and the inspector evaluated the effectiveness of an activity 
together. 

n The inspector observed the children and staff and spoke with them at 
appropriate times during the inspection. 

n The inspector discussed the leadership and management of the nursery with the 
manager and area manager.

n Parents shared their views of the provision with the inspector.
n Relevant documentation was reviewed by the inspector, including suitability 

checks and paediatric first-aid qualifications. 
n The manager discussed the safety and child protection procedures, and 

safeguarding discussions were undertaken with members of the staff team.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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