
Inspection of Little Treacle's Nursery 
Ltd
Otford Church Hall, High Street, Otford, Sevenoaks TN14 5PQ

Inspection date: 30 September 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff greet children and their families with smiles and welcome them into this 
family focused setting. Children enter eagerly, excited to explore the toys set up for 
them. As such, children demonstrate positive attitudes to their learning. Children 
show that they are happy and content. Staff provide new babies with cuddles and 
comfort. As a consequence, babies settle very well. This supports children's 
emotional well-being successfully. Staff plan interesting and motivating experiences 
for children. For example, children thoroughly enjoy going on a bear hunt. Older 
children delight in finding the bear inside a cave and remembering different parts 
of the story. These activities help children to develop their communication and 
language effectively.

Staff promote children's good behaviour. Staff are good role models, frequently 
praising and encouraging children to help develop key skills. For example, children 
quickly help staff to tidy up and clean the tables. This supports children's 
understanding of working together and develops their confidence. Staff have high 
expectations for children. They prioritise children's mathematical and physical skills. 
Older children sustain high levels of concentration when cutting out favourite 
pictures from magazines, carefully sticking them onto paper. Younger children 
explore play dough, making models with different resources. These activities help 
to develop children's movement skills effectively. All children make strong progress 
from their starting points in development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers work hard to ensure they offer quality care and 
education. They are passionate and committed. Leaders and managers provide 
staff with a range of training to continue to enhance what they offer families. For 
example, they provide children with additional dance and sport sessions to 
ensure they have access to a wider range of experiences. 

n Staff support children's behaviour well. They display children's achievements for 
all to celebrate, supporting children's self-esteem. Staff are gentle and calm in 
their interactions with children, helping them to manage their own emotions. 
This helps children to learn about different feelings successfully.  

n Children benefit from nutritious meals developed by the in-house catering team. 
Younger children excitedly get ready for lunchtime. They learn to wash their 
hands before eating and find their own water bottles. Older children help staff to 
serve, learning about portion control. These activities develop children's 
understanding of keeping healthy and safe. 

n Staff plan activities that develop children's wider understanding. Staff encourage 
children to write to settings around the world, learning about different countries 
and diversity. Children help to take donations to the nearby foodbank to help the 
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local community. This encourages children's knowledge of the world around 
them effectively.

n Staff help children to learn about caring for things. For example, older children 
talk avidly about growing their own vegetables at the allotment. Staff remind 
other children how they care for ducklings. Younger children delight in taking the 
setting's mascot on adventures. These activities support children's understanding 
of how to look after things well. 

n Children benefit from staff who help them to develop key mathematical skills. 
Staff working with older children use words such as 'equilateral' when describing 
shapes. They support younger children to count when climbing up the stairs. 
These activities help children to develop their knowledge of number and shape 
successfully. 

n Staff learn sign language to help children to communicate. They set up activities 
to help children to remember favourite books, supporting their speech and 
language skills. However, at times, staff do not consistently recognise how to 
enhance activities to ensure that all children remain engaged and extend their 
learning. 

n Children know the routines of the setting well. Staff encourage children to put 
things away. However, the support for children to do things for themselves is not 
always consistent. This means that, at times, staff do things for children that 
they could learn to do themselves, such as finding tissues to wipe their own 
noses and learning to fasten their coats. 

n Communication with parents and carers is strong. They appreciate the 
information they receive. Parents speak highly of the trips to the library that 
their children experience, and the events planned for them to attend. They value 
all the staff and their support. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff's confidence to recognise when they can extend activities to further 
enhance children's engagement 

n help staff to identify when children can do things for themselves, providing 
consistent support to help them to further develop their independence skills. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2751322

Local authority Kent

Inspection number 10417531

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 10

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 90

Name of registered person Little Treacle's Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2751321

Telephone number 07545861869

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Treacle's Nursery Ltd registered in 2023. It is situated in Otford, near 
Sevenoaks, Kent. The provider employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of these, 
eight staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above. The 
setting is open all year round, from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday. It is closed 
for one week at Christmas. The setting provides government funded childcare.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Victoria Salisbury
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Inspection activities

n The manager and nominated individual joined the inspector on a learning walk 
and talked to the inspector about their curriculum and what they want children 
to learn.

n The inspector spoke to children, to find out about their time at the setting.
n Staff shared their views of working at the setting with the inspector at 

appropriate times during the inspection and the inspector took account of their 
views. 

n The inspector spoke with the manager and nominated individual about the 
leadership and management of the setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a communication and language 
activity with the manager.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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