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Inspection of Long Road Sixth Form
College

Inspection dates: 28 to 31 January 2025
Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Education programmes for young people Good

Provision for learners with high needs Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous inspection ~ Not previously inspected

Information about this provider

Long Road Sixth Form College is situated in the city of Cambridge. Leaders offer
education programmes for young people predominantly at level 3, with 2,334
students studying at this level at the time of the inspection. Currently, there are 109
students studying at level 2 and 50 at level 4. There are 49 students with high
needs.

Leaders offer A levels and vocational courses at level 3 across all subject areas. A
significant proportion of students study a combination of the two. The largest
subject areas include psychology, sociology, mathematics, English and biology.
Leaders also offer a small number of GCSEs and level 2 vocational courses for
students not yet ready for a full level 3 course. They do not work with any
subcontractors.
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What is it like to be a learner with this provider?

Students behave exceptionally well and demonstrate high levels of mutual respect
and tolerance. They value their differences and feel very safe at the college.

Students attend well. They concentrate in lessons and have a mature approach to
their studies. They benefit from teachers who are quick to intervene to provide
effective support when they need it and who prepare them extremely well for their
examinations. Most students achieve their qualifications, many on A-level courses at
grade B or higher and on vocational courses at merit or distinction grades.

Students benefit from a well-planned careers programme. Those planning on going
to university receive good support with the application process. Those intending to
go into employment or further training are well served by careers fairs and visits to
apprenticeship providers. Students feel prepared for their next step, and most move
on to their first-choice destination.

Teachers support students to develop their resilience and confidence rapidly.
Students benefit from the college VESPA (vision, effort, systems, practise and
attitude) programme, which supports them to become more independent and take
greater responsibility for their own progress.

Students with high needs have a seamless transition to college from their previous
school. Teachers understand their particular needs extremely well and provide both
the support and challenge they need. Students with high needs make excellent
progress from their starting points and achieve exceptionally well, often even better
than their peers.

What does the provider do well and what does it need to do
better?

Governors, leaders and managers have high aspirations for students. Staff are
excellent role models, exemplifying the behaviours that they expect. As a result, the
college is a welcoming, supportive and inclusive environment in which students
thrive and achieve.

Leaders have improved the proportion of students who achieve their qualifications,
and this is now high. The proportion who achieve a grade 4 or higher in GCSE
English is exceptionally high.

Managers have planned a curriculum that is well sequenced, with frequent
assessment so that teachers monitor effectively the progress students make They
make good use of data to monitor students’ progress and swiftly intervene where
students fall behind or underperform. Teachers give thoughtful and helpful feedback
so students know how to improve.

Teachers are well-qualified subject experts. Many have relevant industry experience.
They explain concepts accurately and clearly. This helps students quickly gain new
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knowledge and build their understanding. Teachers provide suitable opportunities for
students to practise skills and recall knowledge. For example, in A-level biology,
students revisit respiration and circulation before they start a practical assessment
on oxygen, which helps them plan and interpret their experiment.

Teachers provide students with very useful resources such as topic booklets,
textbooks and revision cards. Students use these well to support their classroom and
independent learning. For example, in A-level mathematics, students benefit from
online resources to consolidate previous work and find model answers that indicate
how they should set out their solutions in the examination.

In a few subjects, teaching is not as effective as it is in the majority of areas. In
these areas, managers have not ensured that teachers use the time allocated to
reflect upon, and improve, their teaching. These teachers do not check that
students’ understanding is secure. Students then carry forward misunderstandings
or confusion. For a small proportion of students, this means they do not make
expected progress from their starting points.

Staff ensure that students with high needs and/or additional learning needs have the
help they require to overcome any barriers to learning rapidly. Teachers begin their
support before students join the college, so students start their course with
confidence and a good understanding of the college environment. Students then
settle very quickly. Teachers have an excellent knowledge of students’ education,
health and care plans and consequently support these students extremely well.
Parents and carers are rightly highly complimentary of the work staff do with their
young people.

Leaders provide valuable and enriching experiences for students through visits, trips
and guest speakers. Students gain new perspectives on their learning, for example
visiting Singapore to learn about environmentally sustainable communities. Leaders
also provide a broad range of opportunities for students to develop their interests
and talents through sports teams, drama productions, the extended project
qualification and a range of clubs and societies. However, the proportion of students
who participate is not high enough.

Staff develop students’ understanding of equality and their appreciation of diversity
extremely well. For example, teachers in level 3 applied graphics incorporate artists
such as Emmett McBain as the first Black man in advertising in America. Students
demonstrate a good understanding of how to be active and responsible citizens.

Leaders have been less successful in promoting students’ understanding of the
dangers of extremism and radicalisation, which for a minority of students is vague or
incomplete. Teachers also do not have sufficient focus on raising students’
awareness of the local risks they may face such as county lines.

Governors have an appropriate range of skills and experience which they use to
challenge and support leaders effectively. For example, the governor with
safeguarding and mental health experience is the link governor for safeguarding and
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provides good support for staff responsible for the safety and well-being of the
college community.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

What does the provider need to do to improve?

B Support those small minority of subjects where teaching is not consistently to a
high standard to improve rapidly so that all students make at least expected
progress from their starting points.

B Increase the proportion of students who participate in the activities available to
them outside their timetabled classes.

B Provide ongoing and improved training to students so that they develop a more
thorough understanding of the dangers of radicalisation and extremism and a
better awareness of how to keep themselves safe from local risks.

Inspection report: Long Road Sixth Form College 4
28 to 31 January 2025



Provider details

Unique reference number

Address

Contact number

Website

Principal, CEO or equivalent

Provider type

Date of previous inspection

Main subcontractors

151132

Long Road
Cambridge
Cambridgeshire
CB2 8PX

01223631100

www.longroad.ac.uk

Steve Dann

16 to 19 academy

Not previously inspected

None
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Information about this inspection

The inspection team was assisted by the deputy principal, as nominee. Inspectors
took account of the provider’s most recent self-assessment report and development
plans, and the previous inspection report. The inspection was carried out using the
further education and skills inspection handbook and took into account all relevant
provision at the provider. Inspectors collected a wide range of evidence to inform
judgements, including visiting learning sessions, scrutinising learners’ work, seeking
the views of learners, staff and other stakeholders, and examining the provider’s
documentation and records.

Inspection team

Stewart Jackson, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector

Penny Fawcus His Majesty’s Inspector

Claudia Harrison His Majesty’s Inspector

Trisha Franklin Ofsted Inspector

Martin Ward His Majesty’s Inspector

Sue Hasty His Majesty’s Inspector
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http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/further-education-and-skills-inspection-handbook-eif
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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