
Inspection of Little Seedlings Day 
Nursery
New Hutte Neighbourhood Centre, Lichfield Road, Halewood, Liverpool L26 1TT

Inspection date: 4 July 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff at the nursery are very kind and nurturing. They respond quickly to children's 
individual needs and offer lots of cuddles and kind words. New babies are very well 
settled, and all staff get to know their routines for feeding and sleeping. The key-
person system is well embedded, and children's emotional well-being is of high 
priority. Staff implement clear rules and boundaries across the nursery, and children 
follow instructions well. Older children remind each other about the importance of 
saying 'thank you' when they give out the cutlery at lunchtime. They are learning 
about what is expected of them at nursery.

Leaders provide children with an ambitious and interesting curriculum. Children's 
communication and language development is particularly well promoted through 
narration, songs and stories. Leaders recognise that not all children learn at the 
same pace and make good use of visuals, objects of reference and signing for 
those who need extra support. Babies learn a bank of key words and the 
corresponding signs. As children move through the rooms, staff extend their word 
count and teach them to form sentences with what they have learned. By the time 
children get to pre-school, they speak clearly and fluently using a range of 
vocabulary. They are confident and articulate communicators.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders have an excellent understanding of how young children learn. They 
focus on a play-based curriculum that is adapted to include what children need 
to learn next. Leaders create initiatives such as children's 'suitcases', which are 
their individual banks of knowledge that travel with them through the nursery. 
Each room then adds to children's suitcases, extending their skills and 
knowledge sequentially. This ensures all children make good progress from their 
starting points.

n Staff get to know children well and have a good understanding of their interests 
and what they need to learn next. Overall, they implement these well into the 
different learning experiences. However, staff do not always recognise when 
some children need more direct interactions to help them achieve their next 
steps during play. This means that, at times, some children spend too long 
wandering without support to enhance their learning.

n The procedures for supporting children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities (SEND) are well embedded. Leaders implement a bespoke 
programme of support and use additional funding wisely, based on children's 
unique needs. Close partnerships with external agencies mean that leaders 
already have a bank of strategies to implement while children wait for their 
referrals. Children with SEND make good progress in their development.

n Children's physical development is promoted well. They have learned to use the 
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see-saw independently and use words such as up, down and round to describe 
their different movements. Children use the obstacle course with ease and 
skilfully balance on different sized platforms and at different heights. They are 
developing good strong muscles and coordination skills, which contribute to their 
overall good health.

n Pre-school children demonstrate a lovely attitude to learning when staff teach 
them facts about different minibeasts. Children are fascinated to learn about the 
lifespan of a black garden ant. They place plastic garden ants alongside the 
picture in the book to make comparisons and discuss their characteristics. 
Children are developing good listening skills and are eager to learn.

n Staff implement the curriculum for mathematics well and have a good 
understanding of what they want children to learn. They use mathematical 
language such as small, big and tall when building structures to help children 
use the words in context. Younger children confidently join in with number 
rhymes and older children enthusiastically count from 1 to 20 with one-for-one 
correspondence. Children are developing some of the skills needed for school.

n Parents are happy with the quality of care provided and comment that staff are 
'wonderful'. They receive some information about the curriculum, but not all 
parents are aware of children's next steps, how they can promote learning at 
home or how additional funding is being used. This hinders the continuity in 
children's care and learning.

n Leaders have robust procedures in place for supporting staff development. They 
have a strong supervision, coaching and mentoring cycle to ensure staff's 
performance is monitored continuously. Staff access professional development 
opportunities, such as training, based on children's needs. They work together 
as a team to disseminate good practice and share what they learn on training. 
This helps staff to provide a good quality of education for children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to recognise when some children need more direct support to 
develop the skills they need to learn next

n provide parents with more specific information about what children are learning, 
how they can extend this at home and how additional funding is used.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2741584

Local authority Knowsley Metropolitan Borough Council

Inspection number 10405600

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 58

Number of children on roll 87

Name of registered person Little Seedlings Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2558705

Telephone number 01513945255

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Little Seedlings Day Nursery registered in 2023 and is situated in Halewood. The 
nursery employs 15 members of childcare staff, of whom 13 hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 2 and above. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, all 
year round, apart from one week at Christmas. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. 
The nursery provides the government funded places for childcare and receives 
specific funding for disadvantaged children.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kayte Farrell
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views. 
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual about the leadership and 

management of the setting. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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