
Inspection of Lower Beeding Day 
Nursery & Pre-School
Leech Pond Hill, Lower Beeding, West Sussex RH13 6NR

Inspection date: 19 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

All children thrive in this outstanding nursery. Leaders and staff expertly encourage 
children's confidence, independence and thinking skills in every interaction. Staff 
are exceptionally skilled at supporting children in an enthusiastic and calm way. 
This has an incredibly positive effect on children's well-being and development in 
all areas. Children love spending time outdoors. They recall learning from previous 
weeks, where they learned about animals and their habitats. They joyfully explore 
the wooded area in the park opposite, stopping to listen to and observe birds and 
other wildlife. Children repeat back the new vocabulary they have learned as they 
discover insects living in logs. Staff, who are exceptional role models, inspire and 
interact with children throughout the experience. As a result, children are 
enthusiastic about their learning and confident to express their understanding, new 
vocabulary and their wants and needs.

Staff have extremely high expectations of children and encourage them to make 
choices about their learning and routines throughout the day. They do this in an 
incredibly warm and engaging way that promotes an exciting and enabling learning 
environment. For example, children join a cookery club and browse recipes to 
decide what to cook, making lists of things for staff to buy at the shops. Children 
learn a multitude of skills as they browse cookery books, 'write' lists, prepare 
ingredients and make food for the other children to share. This has an incredibly 
positive effect on their confidence, self-esteem and sense of belonging at the 
nursery. Children show that they understand the expectations of the nursery. When 
issues arise over sharing, staff patiently speak to children about what solutions 
they can agree on together. As a result, children show exceptionally high levels of 
respect for each other, the staff and the nursery environment.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers and staff have an inspirational and clear vision about what they want 
children to learn at the setting in each area and at each age. They prioritise 
children's independence, confidence, language and self-esteem. They achieve 
this exceptionally well, and children feel that they have a say in the decisions 
made about their nursery. Children are consulted via a 'committee' that they are 
all able to contribute to. For example, staff meet with children to decide which 
vegetables they will grow in their garden. This consultation process is carried out 
consistently and in a meaningful way.

n The curriculum is ambitious and highly effective. All staff know the children 
exceptionally well. They adapt their interactions, activities and experiences to 
suit each child's next steps, learning needs and interests excellently. Staff do this 
through their planning and also how they speak to children throughout their 
learning. As a result, all children are thriving, including children with special 
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educational needs and/or disabilities, who are celebrated and supported to 
achieve the best outcomes.

n Managers carefully plan and include activities to enhance children's experiences 
beyond the nursery. They expertly do this via clubs available during the day to 
give children knowledge and skills that they may not ordinarily experience. For 
example, children learn to explore their senses and learn about nature and 
animals in forest school club, and they practise their physical skills during sports 
club. The clubs are available to all children and have an incredibly positive effect 
on their development, confidence and self-esteem.

n Children, including children who speak English as an additional language, learn 
to become highly confident communicators. Staff expertly support children with 
new vocabulary and give children a chance to practise the new vocabulary 
throughout the day. For example, children learn the word 'nocturnal' through a 
discussion about a story. Later, as they look for animals in the park, children are 
questioned about whether owls will be seen during the day. Children gleefully 
exclaim that owls will not be seen because they are 'nocturnal'.

n Staff consistently give children time to respond to interactions and situations, so 
they have time to process what they have heard or consider what needs doing. 
For example, as children help get the tables ready for lunch, they are 
encouraged to think for themselves about what will be needed on each table. 
Children are involved in every stage of lunchtime. For example, as well as setting 
the tables, they serve themselves and each other with large serving spoons from 
the large bowls on the table. Children rapidly grow in confidence and 
independence and develop excellent skills for future learning.

n Parents speak glowingly of the nursery and staff. They describe how the staff 
support not only their children but the whole family. Parents describe how the 
staff appear happy and enthusiastic while working at the nursery. They describe 
how this atmosphere has a positive effect on their children's well-being and 
development. Managers successfully support children's learning at home in 
numerous ways, such as by providing a lending book library and home learning 
bags to support transition to school, new siblings and oral health. This helps 
establish a close, collaborative partnership between the nursery and home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY243714

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10376563

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 72

Number of children on roll 54

Name of registered person The Nursery Family Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905756

Telephone number 01403 891012

Date of previous inspection 30 May 2019

Information about this early years setting

Lower Beeding Day Nursery & Pre-School opened in 2000 and is located in Lower 
Beeding, West Sussex. The nursery is open each weekday, from 7.30am to 6pm, all 
year round. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children. 16 staff members work with children, 11 of whom hold early 
years qualifications. One member of staff holds a level 6 qualification.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Astrella Chapman
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Inspection activities

n The inspector looked at and discussed documentation in relation to 
safeguarding, recruitment, registers and first aid.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n The manager and the inspector took part in a joint observation. The inspector 
asked staff questions about their work and spoke and interacted with children 
during the inspection. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this is having on the children's learning. 

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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