
Inspection of Meadows Montessori
Katherine Semar Infant School, Ross Close, SAFFRON WALDEN, Essex CB11 4DU

Inspection date: 21 February 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

All children thrive in the nursery. The extremely skilled staff are passionate about 
creating a nurturing, child-centred environment where all children are supported to 
flourish. Children are highly motivated and enthusiastic learners. They eagerly join 
in the exciting opportunities for learning and become deeply involved as they make 
new discoveries. The language-rich environment that is created by the staff 
supports all children to acquire and use language, and they are excellent 
communicators. Children are confident to express their own ideas, needs and 
interests, and these are listened to and responded to by the staff. For example, 
children confidently share that polar bears live in very cold countries and pandas 
eat bamboo. They enjoy talking about what they have learned previously.

Children are highly respectful and kind to each other. Staff teach them how to 
manage their emotions and work together to resolve conflicts that may arise. The 
children follow the staff's lead to work together, share resources and solve 
problems to complete tasks. Children demonstrate enjoyment in interacting with 
the staff. Younger children squeal in delight as they go on a 'bear hunt' and growl 
like bears while older children follow a map to see where they will be going next. 
All children listen to each other and are highly respectful of each other's ideas.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The curriculum intent is extremely clear and has been carefully planned in order 
to support children to achieve set goals at each stage of their development. This 
helps children to build on what they know and support them to reach their next 
goal. Staff's high-quality teaching at each stage of a child's development 
supports them to gain the knowledge and skills that are needed to make 
exceptional progress in their learning. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are extremely well 
supported. The knowledgeable and caring staff have the same high aspirations 
for all children. Staff work with other agencies and parents to create tailored 
plans for children's learning and development, bringing a collaborative approach 
to children's learning.

n Parents speak extremely highly of the nursery. They praise the staff team, who 
go above and beyond to care for and educate their children. They particularly 
highlight how robustly the nursery supports their children's emotional needs, 
how caring the staff are and the considerable progress their children make 
during their time at nursery. Parents also praise the effective communication, 
which helps them to feel part of their children's learning and development. The 
nursery uses parent and children surveys to gain their views. The nursery uses 
this information to reflect on their practice to make improvements. 

n Leaders and managers are ambitious and passionate about the nursery. They 
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are highly reflective and accurately evaluate all aspects of the provision. Leaders 
and managers target areas to develop and source effective training for the staff 
team. Staff morale is extremely high. Staff are valued, and their well-being and 
professional development are supported. As a result, the team are thoroughly 
committed to their pursuit for excellence in all areas of the nursery.

n The broad and enriching curriculum gives children a range of opportunities to 
learn about the world around them. They attend forest school sessions, which 
provide opportunities to take risks through exploring natural resources, and they 
have Spanish lessons. 

n The key-person system is highly effective in practice. Staff know their key 
children very well. They are able to identify and talk about the children's 
strengths and any areas of concern. They plan and implement fun, stimulating 
and beneficial activities for the children to support them to make excellent 
progress in all areas of their development. Children's safety is of the highest 
priority. Staff all have a thorough understanding of how to keep children safe, 
and they ensure that children are safely supervised and well supported at all 
times.

n Staff have a great deal of fun with children, their enthusiasm and commitment 
to play gives children a great sense of enjoyment in learning. For example, staff 
retell familiar books with great excitement, bringing them to life by creating 
opportunities for children to use story props, noises and natural materials to act 
out the story. Staff also give many chances for children to ask questions, with 
time for them to consider and respond, supporting their existing knowledge and 
building on what they already know. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's interest 
first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY407996

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10372650

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 52

Name of registered person The Meadows Pre-School Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902350

Telephone number 01799513858

Date of previous inspection 30 April 2019

Information about this early years setting

Meadows Montessori registered in 2010 and is privately owned. The nursery opens 
Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank holidays and two weeks at 
Christmas. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The nursery has 13 members of 
childcare staff, including the owner/manager. Of these, nine have appropriate 
qualifications at level 2 or 3. The owner/manager has early years teacher status. 
The nursery provides government funded early education for all eligible children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lisa Weston
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n A joint observation of an activity was carried out by the inspector and the 
manager. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning. 

n The inspector held a number of discussions with staff and children at appropriate 
times during the inspection. 

n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She looked at relevant 
documentation such as evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025

Inspection report: Meadows Montessori
21 February 2025 6

http://www.gov.uk/ofsted
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk

