
Inspection of Monkton Nursery School
16 Elmsley Road, Mossley Hill, Liverpool, Merseyside L18 8BB

Inspection date: 22 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children show that they are extremely happy and safe in the nursery. Staff form 
secure and trusting relationships with the children. Staff get to know the children 
well and offer close emotional support. There are good transition procedures in 
place to support children as they start at the nursery and move on to their next 
room. This promotes children's well-being as they settle at the nursery and become 
familiar with each room.

Staff and managers think carefully about what children need to learn, to help 
prepare them for school. Managers ensure that there are effective transition 
arrangements in place with local schools. They prioritise independence, language 
skills and social development. By the time children reach the pre-school room, they 
demonstrate high levels of independence. For example, children pour their own 
drinks, and use tools, such as cutlery, with increasing skill.

Behaviour is a strength at the nursery. Staff set clear expectations for children's 
behaviour. Staff praise children's positive behaviour, which helps them to have good 
attitudes to learning. For example, children are able to sit quietly, and listen intently 
to stories, or look at picture books from a very young age. Children are supported 
well to self-regulate their emotions. Staff encourage children to talk about their 
feelings, using stories and 'colour monsters' to represent emotions.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are passionate about the nursery and the offer they provide to the 
children and parents. They have designed an ambitious curriculum to ensure 
children gain the essential skills for future learning, including a focus on 
communication and language and reading. This means that children develop a 
love of books from a young age and are provided with a well-rounded approach 
to their learning.

n Children listen intently to familiar stories, such as 'The Three Little Pigs'. Staff 
engage them in purposeful activities following the story's theme. Children enjoy 
working with each other to build houses from bricks, sticks and straw. Staff 
skillfully draw less confident children into the activity. Staff understand the 
importance of promoting children's early reading and self-esteem.

n Overall, experienced staff are very knowledgeable and understand how to 
effectively support children's next steps in learning. However, very occasionally, 
less experienced staff do not consistently provide appropriate activities to 
support children's next steps in learning. This means that for some children, 
their learning does not always build on what they already know and can do.

n Staff who work with babies have a good knowledge of the early years and how 
to support the youngest children in the nursery. They help them to build their 
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muscle strength as they encourage them to stand at table-top activities to 
develop their physical skills. This prepares them well in taking their first steps.

n Older children's physical development is well supported. Children develop their 
large muscles as they run and ride on wheeled toys. Children demonstrate 
excellent hand-to-eye coordination as they balance, throw and catch bean bags. 
Younger children develop their small-muscle skills when making marks with pens 
and chalk. This supports children's emerging early writing skills.

n Staff are dedicated and enthusiastic about their work, creating a range of 
engaging activities and experiences that are thoughtfully planned to meet the 
needs of individual children. Children learn about the importance of recycling 
and make use of cardboard to create dinosaurs and fire stations. Children 
strengthen their finger muscles as they tape card together and hold 
paintbrushes to mix colours and paint. 

n Staff promote children's independence effectively. They support children to 
manage their own self-care needs as they go to the toilet independently, wash 
their hands, and put on their coats to prepare for outdoor play. Parents describe 
the excellent support and detailed communication they receive from the nursery.

n Staff develop children's mathematical skills well. Older children learn 
mathematical language as they play. Children talk about size, weight and 
measure as they explore the weighing scales. Children focus on this activity and 
show a high level of curiosity.

n Children benefit from a wealth of enrichment experiences throughout the year 
which extend their learning, including visits from the farm, petting zoo, music 
bus and other visitors. Staff use visits to the local shop to teach children about 
road safety and using money. This stimulates purposeful conversation and 
promotes their independence.

n Children learn to respect and celebrate each other's differences. They develop an 
understanding of other cultures through celebrations, dance, music and art. 
They learn about many festivals including Diwali, Chinese New Year, and 
Christmas. This prepares children well for life in modern Britain.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve training and coaching for less experienced staff, to support them to 
implement the curriculum and plan learning experiences which are linked closely 
to children's abilities and help them consistently build on their learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY500407

Local authority Liverpool

Inspection number 10364262

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 130

Name of registered person Monkton Nursery School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906475

Telephone number 0151 724 4500

Date of previous inspection 9 January 2019

Information about this early years setting

Monkton Nursery School (West) is located in Liverpool and is managed by a private 
provider. The nursery employs 32 members of staff. There are seven staff members 
with qualified teacher status, and 15 staff members who hold the qualification of 
level 3 or above. The nursery is open 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year 
round. The provider offers the government funded places for childcare. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michael Forber
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The managers and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Staff talked to the inspector about their curriculum and what they want the 
children to learn.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation activity with one of the managers.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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