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Inspection date: 3 October 2024
Overall effectiveness Outstanding
The quality of education Outstanding
Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding
Personal development Outstanding
Leadership and management Outstanding
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding

The dedicated management team and equally committed staff have created a
highly ambitious curriculum. The 'curiosity' approach to learning and 'in-the-
moment' planning underpin their curriculum intent. Staff have a secure knowledge
of how to implement the challenging education programme through a play-based
approach. They ensure that all children receive the support and guidance they
need to thrive and that they flourish in confidence in all areas of learning.
Meticulous planning of the exciting environment inspires children to explore and
investigate for themselves. All staff have a deep-rooted knowledge of how children
learn, which is embedded in daily practice. The curriculum is designed around the
children's interests and builds effectively on what they already know to extend and
challenge their learning to the highest level. This prepares them for successful
future learning.

All children make exceptional progress from their starting points. Children eagerly
arrive and immerse themselves in activities of their choice, and they leave their
parents with ease. A highly effective key-person system is in place and children
form trusting and secure relationships. Children have a strong sense of self-worth.
Staff have extremely high expectations of children's behaviour, which is exemplary.
Children demonstrate a thirst for learning. They are inquisitive and show
perseverance and concentration as they enthusiastically engage in activities. The
skilful team supports child-led learning seamlessly. For example, children
spontaneously show an interest in dinosaurs and build an environment in which
they can live. They decide they need a volcano. Staff effortlessly support this, led
by the children. They watch with fascination as their volcano experiment erupts
and excitedly talk about the lava and the dangers for the dinosaurs.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The quality of teaching is outstanding and is worthy of dissemination. The
environment has been created by a highly professional, knowledgeable and
inspirational team of motivated and nurturing staff. All children flourish and
make exceptional progress.

B Managers and staff deliver a curriculum that places a strong focus on
communication and language skills. The environment is rich in language
opportunities. Children give running commentaries as they play and ask many
questions, demonstrating their excellent thinking skills.

m Children demonstrate a thirst for learning, which is infectious. They are intrigued
and fascinated with new things they discover and use a wide vocabulary as they
engage in conversations. For example, they are skilfully supported to share
learning from home. They explain to their friends about their ideas and creations
and discuss the safe use of the laminator and the lamination process needed to

Inspection report: Noak Bridge Pre-School 2
3 October 2024



Ofsted
complete their work.

B The environment is so inviting for children. An abundance of resources support
their curiosity. They spontaneously make 'potions' using a variety of materials,
such as herbs, acorns and glitter. They decide to squeeze lemons to add to the
mixture and do this proficiently. Highly effective interactions are offered to
support children's learning. They show sustained concentration and the activity
captivates children's imagination. Staff effortlessly move the activity to the floor
to extend the activity and ensure inclusion so all children can participate.

B Parents express their complete satisfaction and gratitude for the quality care and
learning their children receive. They speak highly of the pre-school and say that
the team is friendly and professional. Parents welcome the use of exciting and
meaningful home-learning resources and the information available to continue
learning at home.

W Priority is given to staff's well-being and continuous professional development.
They are fully supported to build on their existing knowledge and embrace new
challenges. Staff are fully aware of their roles and responsibilities. The whole
team makes the sessions feel effortless. Staff feel valued and speak with
enthusiasm of their roles and how they enjoy their time at work.

m Children are confident and demonstrate that they feel safe and secure. They
learn how to stay safe and healthy through daily routines. Children take risks
safely as staff encourage them to think critically and solve problems. For
example, children proficiently arrange planks and crates to practise their
balancing skills.

m Children are well prepared for their transition to school. Opportunities for
children to learn the skills they need to be independent learners are embedded
in the pre-school ethos. Developing a strong sense of self and becoming
confident communicators underpin the promotion and content of the curriculum.
The team ensures that positive and meaningful relationships are established with
the schools that children will attend to ensure a smooth transition.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

Inspection report: Noak Bridge Pre-School 3
3 October 2024



Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection number

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

203900

Essex

10359711

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Full day care
2to 10

32
99
Noak Bridge Pre-School Committee

RP523578

01268 281 316
11 December 2018

Information about this early years setting

Noak Bridge Pre-School registered in 2000. The pre-school employs 12 members of
childcare staff. Of these, 10 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or
level 3. The pre-school opens Monday to Friday from 7am to 6pm, during term
time. In addition, it offers a holiday play scheme during school holidays from 9am
to 4pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-

year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lynn Hartigan
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Inspection activities

B The manager showed the inspector around the areas that children access. They
discussed how staff organise the environment and plan the curriculum and
experiences for children.

B The inspector and manager carried out a joint observation.

B The inspector held discussions with staff, children and parents at appropriate
times during the inspection.

B The inspector looked at a sample of the pre-school documents, which included
evidence about staff's suitability and training.

B The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities, indoors and
outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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