
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

© Crown copyright 2008 

 

Website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 

This document may be reproduced in whole or in part for non-commercial educational purposes, 

provided that the information quoted is reproduced without adaptation and the source and date of 

publication are stated. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Oldfield Pre-School 
Inspection report for early years provision 
 
 
Unique reference number  305229 

Inspect ion date 10/12/2008 

Inspector Therese Kenna 

  

Setting address Oldfield Primary School, Green Lane, Vicars Cross, Chester, 

Cheshire, CH3 5LB 

Telephone number  01244 317056 

Email                   

Type of setting Childcare on non-domestic premises 

 

 



Inspection Report: Oldfield Pre-School, 10/12/2008  

 

 

2 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

Introduction 
 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under Sections 49 and 50 of the 
Childcare Act 2006 on the quality and standards of the registered early years 
provision. ‘Early years provision’ refers to provision regulated by Ofsted for children 

from birth to 31 August following their fifth birthday (the early years age group). 
The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the statutory 
framework for children’s learning, development and welfare, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 
The report includes information on any complaints about the childcare provision 
which Ofsted has received since the last inspection or registration whichever is the 

later, which require Ofsted or the provider to take action in Annex C. 
  
The provider must provide a copy of this report to all parents with children at the 

setting where reasonably practicable.  The provider must provide a copy of the 
report to any other person who asks for one, but may charge a fee for this service 
(The Childcare (Inspection) Regulations 2008 regulations 9 and 10). 
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Description of the setting 
 

Oldfield Pre-School is a committee run group which operates from a mobile 
building situated within the grounds of Oldfield Primary School in Chester. The 
group has been running for several years, but has operated from the current 

premises since 1994, serving the local area. 
 
There are currently 31 children from two to five years on roll. Of these, 23 children 
receive funding for nursery education. Children attend for a variety of sessions. 

The group opens five days a week during school term times. Sessions are from 
09:00 to 12:00 and 13:00 to 15:25 each day. Eight staff work with the children, six 
of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications. Two members of staff are 

working towards a qualification. 
 

Overall effectiveness of the early years provision 
 
Strong leadership and management result in good provision for children in the 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). There are notable strengths in the good 
relationships between children and staff and the strong partnerships with parents, 
the school and other agencies. These factors contribute significantly to ensuring 

that children are safe and secure and that the setting meets their very different 
needs. Children make good progress and the setting prepares them outstandingly 
well for their future education. Nevertheless, key workers do not currently involve 

parents sufficiently in the assessment of their children's progress. Outstanding self-
evaluation ensures that the setting has good capacity for continuous improvement 
in response to the changing needs of all learners.  

 

What steps need to be taken to improve provision 

further? 
  

To further improve the early years provision the registered person should: 
 

 develop further the role of the key worker to involve parents and carers more 

closely in the assessment of their child's learning.   
 

The leadership and management of the early years 

provision 
 
A very capable and forward thinking manager leads an effective staff team who 
work well together and ensure the setting runs smoothly. Rigorous self-evaluation 

is the main strength of the leadership and management in its drive for continuous 
improvement. It accurately identifies strengths and weaknesses and uses these to 
identify areas for improvement. Regular checks ensure that the provision meets 

effectively the children's changing needs. This has a significant impact on children's 
welfare and development and is why many parents choose this setting to lay the 
foundations for their child's education. There are robust vetting procedures for all 

adults to ensure they are suitable to work with children. The impact is seen in 
happy, busy learners who quickly settle in, play happily and concentrate for long 
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periods of time. Staff carry out daily checks to ensure that the premises, 
equipment and furniture are safe and secure, both indoors and outside.  
 
The setting caters equally well for all learners, including those with learning 

difficulties and/or disabilities, and those who are learning English as an additional 
language. Staff are suitably qualified, and a carefully planned training programme 
ensures that their professional skills are up-to-date. Staff deliver the new 

approaches to learning well and are beginning to use initial assessments of what 
each child likes and can do to help them settle in. The new ways of recording 
children's achievements are beginning to prove effective in identifying children's 

next steps in learning. 
 
The strong partnership with parents and the outstanding links with the school 

ensure a seamless link into the Reception class. The manager regularly checks the 
views and opinions of parents. This, along with the close ties between the s chool 
and the pre-school setting, enables all to work closely to the benefit of all children, 

although key workers do not involve parents closely enough in the assessment of 
how well their children achieve. 
 

The quality and standards of the early years provision  
 

Strong provision ensures children's good progress because they feel secure and 
settled and have many opportunities to follow their interests and discover things 
for themselves. Adults have good knowledge of the EYFS and use the child's own 
interests as a starting point. Practitioners match activities well to children's needs 

so that all experience success, including those with learning difficulties and/or 
disabilities, and those who are learning English as an additional language. Pre-
starter visits establish the all important relationship between parents, children and 

key workers. These continue throughout a child's time here. Staff recognise the 
need to reinforce these relationships so that they remain strong. Practitioners 
review each child's progress weekly and adapt activities as necessary. The majority 

of activities are available indoors and outside and children decide where to work. 
The space outdoors is not very large. The setting is aware of this shortcoming and 
organises regular access to the main school facilities. Practitioners maintain close 

contact with Reception class staff who support links with the Pre-school, and 
provide advice to support more able children. This close contact ensures that 
children are exceptionally well prepared for their future education. 

 
Children develop the habits and behaviour of good learners because of the 
exemplary relationships they have with their key workers. Right from the start, 
they learn to share and take turns and to understand why actions, such as pushing 

are dangerous. As a result, children learn to behave in ways that are safe for 
themselves and others and they become socially, physically and emotionally 
confident. Children have good awareness of health and hygiene and show good 

levels of independence, washing their hands on their own or using hand gel before 
eating their snacks. Children choose their own snack, and pour themselves a drink 
from the jug. Afterwards they put their cup away and throw waste into the 

appropriate re-cycling bin. Children make a very positive contribution to the pre-
school setting as they carefully tidy up at the end of sessions, before reviewing the 
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morning's activities with their key worker. Adults encourage children to make 
decisions and ask searching questions that make children think. A strong focus on 
communication, language and literacy, problem solving and knowledge and 
understanding of the world, prepares children exceptionally well for life beyond the 

setting. 
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Annex A: record of inspection judgements 
 
The key inspection judgements and what they mean  
 
Grade 1 is Outstanding: this aspect of the provision is of exceptionally high quality  
Grade 2 is Good: this aspect of the provision is strong  
Grade 3 is Satisfactory: this aspect of the provision is sound  
Grade 4 is Inadequate: this aspect of the provision is not good enough  
 

Overall effectiveness 
 

How effective is the provision in meeting the needs 
of children in the Early Years Foundation Stage? 

2 

How well does the provision promote inclusive practice? 2 
The capacity of the provision to maintain continuous 

improvement. 
2 

 

Leadership and management 
 

How effectively is provision in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage led and managed? 
2 

How effective is the setting’s self-evaluation, including the 
steps taken to promote improvement? 

1 

How well does the setting work in partnership with parents 
and others? 

2 

How well are children safeguarded? 2 
 

Quality and standards  
 

How effectively are children in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage helped to learn and develop? 

2 

How effectively is the welfare of children in the Early 

Years Foundation Stage promoted? 
2 

How well are children helped to stay safe?  2 
How well are children helped to be healthy? 2 
How well are children helped to enjoy and achieve? 2 
How well are children helped to make a positive 
contribution? 

2 

How well are children helped develop skills that will 
contribute to their future economic well-being? 

1 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk 



Inspection Report: Oldfield Pre-School, 10/12/2008  

 

 

7 
This inspection was carried out under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006  

 

 
Annex C: complaint/s made to Ofsted 
 
This section of the report includes details of any complaint/s made to Ofsted when: 

 we took action for the provider to meet the requirements of the Early Years 
Register; or 

 we asked the provider to take action in order to meet the requirements of 

the Early Years Register; or 
 the provider had already taken any necessary action to meet the 

requirements of the Early Years Register.  

 
We will not report on any complaint where the provider met the requirements of 
the Early Years Register or did not require any action by Ofsted or the registered 

provider. 
 

Detail of the complaint/s  
 
There have been no complaints made to Ofsted since the last inspection. 
 

The provider is required to keep a record of complaints made by parents, which 
they can see on request. The complaints record may contain complaints other than 
those made to Ofsted. 

 


