
Inspection of Old School Day Nursery
Old School Nursery, Fernbank Road, Ascot SL5 8LA

Inspection date: 25 May 2022

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive in this exceptionally inclusive environment. They demonstrate that 
they feel extremely safe and cared for by fully engaging with all activities, adults 
and their peers. Huge smiles, squeals of glee and shouts of wonder can be seen 
and heard from children throughout the day. Staff support children to develop an 
excellent understanding of rules and boundaries. Children show extremely high 
levels of self-regulation and build strong relationships. For example, all children 
share resources, have superb manners and behave exceptionally well.
 
Children learn new vocabulary through sharply focused interactions planned by 
staff. For example, as children make bread, staff introduce words, such as 'rise, 
knead and 'yeast'. Children develop a love of reading through staff's inspiring and 
engaging storytelling and skilled use of props. Children rub their hands together in 
anticipation of another story. Children have extremely good self-esteem and 
confidence. Staff offer praise and encourage children skilfully. Children show 
extremely high levels of concentration and mathematical knowledge. For example, 
during a group activity, all children are engaged and use binoculars they have 
made to look for numbers in the rainforest role-play area. Children excitedly read 
and order numbers together. 

All children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) and children who speak English as an additional language, make rapid 
progress from their starting points. They are extremely well prepared for their next 
stage in learning, such as school. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff provide an ambitious curriculum that keeps children wonderfully engaged 
and enthusiastic in their play. For instance, staff expertly extend children's 
interest in a storybook about flowers in the Amazon rainforest. They encourage 
children to make their own perfumes using pipettes, coloured water, petals and 
scents. Interactions with children are of a consistently high quality. As a result, 
children make exemplary progress in all areas. 

n The leadership and management are exceptional. Staff receive incredible 
support. Leaders promote a work-life balance and have invested in staff's well-
being following the COVID-19 pandemic. For example, they have a dedicated 
well-being staff member to support staff, if needed. Leaders expertly tailor 
training to meet the needs of children. Staff speak passionately about training 
they have undertaken and how they have used this to improve their practice. 

n Children flourish in their communication and language skills and they are 
constantly introduced to new vocabulary. For example, children understand and 
use the word 'germination' in their play. Older children practise their language 
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skills during imaginative play. For example, they act out and narrate made-up 
stories about canoeing down the Amazon river.

n Children learn all about eating healthy and nutritious food. They tell visitors 
about the vegetables they have grown at the nursery. Children have the 
opportunity to help chop vegetables up ready for their mealtimes. 

n Children display high levels of involvement in exploring outdoors. They move 
confidently in the outdoor sandpit, exploring a vast range of opportunities. 
Children manage risks exceptionally well. They help each other to look for 
dangers, explaining that they need to look on the ground before jumping down, 
so they do not 'squash' their friends. 

n Children have wonderful opportunities to learn about the diverse world they live 
in. Staff help children to learn about festivals and events that are important to 
them and their friends. Staff learn key words in children's home language as 
they play games and sing songs together. Parents come in to speak with the 
children about different cultures and festivals, including weddings. Children gain 
an excellent understanding of the differences and similarities in people's ideas 
and beliefs. 

n Staff offer exceptional support for children with SEND. Children with SEND 
receive high-quality intervention and benefit from working in small groups and 
one-to-one sessions, such as in the dedicated sensory and physical playrooms. 

n Staff work hard to create strong partnerships between home and nursery. 
Parents receive regular updates about their children's progress, including 
through an online learning portal. Parents are highly complimentary about the 
quality of care their children receive. They comment about the enriching and 
nurturing experiences available for their children as well as the attention to 
detail by staff when sharing information. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is a strong safeguarding culture at the nursery.  Managers and leaders 
implement a thorough recruitment process to ensure all new staff undergo 
vigorous suitability checks. They monitor to ensure that staff remain suitable. Staff 
complete a detailed induction programme, including familiarising themselves with 
the nursery's safeguarding policies and procedures. Staff demonstrate an excellent 
understanding of all categories of abuse and how to recognise the signs. They are 
knowledgeable about the procedures for recording and reporting any welfare 
concerns. Staff provide a safe and secure environment for children to explore while 
encouraging them to experience risks and challenges in their play. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2634774

Local authority Bracknell Forest 

Inspection number 10231308

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 5

Total number of places 87

Number of children on roll 170

Name of registered person Blousie and Frank Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2634775

Telephone number 01344890668

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Old School Day Nursery registered in 2021. It is located in North Ascot, Berkshire. 
The nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round, except for one week at 
Christmas. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6.30pm. The nursery runs a breakfast 
club from 7.30am until 9am, an after-school club from 3pm to 6.30pm and a 
holiday club from 8am to 6pm. The nursery receives funding for the provision of 
free early education for children aged two, three and four years. There are 37 staff, 
including the chef and the after-school staff. Of these, 14 hold relevant childcare 
qualifications. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Bev Boyd
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together. They 
observed activities in the indoor and outdoor learning environments used by 
children. 

n The inspector observed a focused activity and evaluated this with the manager. 
n The inspector spoke with the manager, staff and children at appropriate times 

during the inspection. Children's records were looked at by the inspector, along 
with a range of other documentation.

n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of written 
feedback provided. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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