
Inspection of Morley Under 5's Pre-
school
Deopham Road, Morley St. Botolph, Wymondham, Norfolk NR18 9TS

Inspection date: 26 September 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Staff create very strong attachments with children. Children settle with ease as 
they know who their key person is. Children confidently explore the pre-school, 
returning to their key person when they need reassurance or emotional support. 
The voice of the child is at the heart of this provision. Staff care deeply about the 
children and ensure their voices are listened to. Staff actively seek out children's 
viewpoints and preferences and respect these, accommodating them whenever 
possible. This has a profound impact on children's behaviour. Children are calm, 
kind and considerate and behave impeccably. They are extremely happy and secure 
in the pre-school.

There is a strong focus on promoting children's independence and confidence. 
Children choose what they would like to eat for dinner and care for their own 
personal hygiene needs. They choose which toys they want to play with and 
enthusiastically join in with group times. Staff gather information from parents and 
carry out incredibly detailed assessments of children's learning and development 
when they start at the pre-school. This enables them to quickly identify any gaps in 
children's learning and plan effectively to meet their needs. This helps to ensures 
that all children, including those from disadvantaged backgrounds, make excellent 
progress with their learning and development.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Teaching is exceptional and staff support and extend children's learning 
incredibly well. Children connect their previous knowledge to solve problems. For 
example, staff help children to remember different nursery rhyme characters by 
giving clues, such as 'they have a woolly jumper', or 'they fell off a wall'. Staff 
explain to children how to vote for their preferred story using tokens. They count 
the tokens and help children understand when one book has received more. This 
helps children understand the fundamentals of democracy.

n Support for children's developing communication and language is outstanding. 
Staff provide engaging group times to help children learn to listen and pay 
attention. They meaningfully teach children early phonic sounds. Children quickly 
learn what sound their name begins with and identify other key sounds they 
hear. Staff help children to pronounce more difficult sounds and words, like 
spoon and disinfectant. Children make excellent progress with their language 
development. 

n Staff use every possible opportunity to embed learning. During snack, they help 
children recall the story 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar' by providing foods based 
on what the caterpillar eats. They help children understand concepts, such as 
'more or less'. Staff ensure they adapt their teaching to meet children's 
individual needs. For example, they extend older children's knowledge of 
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sustainability, discussing where paper comes from and the need to limit the 
impact on trees. This develops children's environmental awareness. 

n Teamwork is a key strength of the pre-school. Excellent communication between 
staff ensures that children's development and learning are continually monitored 
and supported and that children are kept safe. Staff forge strong relationships 
with other settings and schools to share information that support children's 
transitions. Children develop the skills and knowledge they need for the next 
stage in their education in abundance.

n Parents comment on the exceptional support their children have received, 
particularly children with special educational needs and/or disabilities. They truly 
appreciate how confident their children become and how thoroughly prepared 
for school they are. Many parents join the committee to 'give back' to the staff 
that have helped them so much. Staff and committee members plan outings to 
local farms and museums. This builds a strong community spirit in the pre-
school. It also develops children's understanding of the world around them and 
builds their confidence and social skills.

n Leaders are passionate about providing the best early years care and education. 
Leaders and committee members work collaboratively to continually improve the 
pre-school. Leaders carry out incisive and supportive observations and 
supervision meetings with staff. They encourage staff to continually identify 
learning opportunities and improve their teaching skills. Staff comment that their 
health and well-being are very well supported by managers and a low staff 
turnover in the pre-school reflects this.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 254178

Local authority Norfolk

Inspection number 10398935

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 10

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 22

Name of registered person Morley Under Fives Preschool Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903160

Telephone number 01953 602397

Date of previous inspection 14 November 2019

Information about this early years setting

Morley Under 5's Pre-school registered in 2001. It employs eight members of 
childcare staff. Of these, six hold relevant early years qualifications at level 2 or 
above, including two at level 6. Sessions run from 9am to 3pm. The breakfast club 
operates from 7.40am to 8.40am and the after-school club operates from 3.15pm 
to 5.30pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for eligible children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracy Joyce
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during snack 

time. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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