
Inspection of Partou Old Town Day 
Nursery & Pre-School
Beaconsfield School, Wattleton Road, Beaconsfield, Buckinghamshire HP9 1SJ

Inspection date: 7 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Staff provide a welcoming environment for children. There are a range of natural, 
open-ended resources available. Children show interest and excitement, when 
making choices from the activities on offer. They particularly like to explore 
different materials, such as snow, water and sand. Children show growing self-
confidence as they invite new visitors into their play, such as when they offer them 
pretend ice creams from the role-play area. However, staff's interactions differ in 
quality, which does not support all children to reach their full potential. 

Children have opportunities to decide where and how they play. This helps them to 
stay motivated. However, leaders are yet to articulate a varied and sequenced 
curriculum to staff that builds on children's development over time. They do not 
ensure that staff, particularly in the younger children's room, fully understand the 
learning intent behind the activities. In addition, there are times when staff do not 
engage effectively in children's initiated play to enhance or extend the learning. 
This has an impact on children's progress.  

Children generally behave well. Staff warmly offer praise when children show 
qualities such as compassion and care towards their friends. Children are keen 
learners and beam with pride when staff celebrate their successes. Training around 
positive behaviour management strategies from leaders has recently taken place. 
Despite this being recognised by leaders as an action for improvement, not all staff 
demonstrate a shared understanding of ways to address some children's unwanted 
behaviour when it occurs. This leads to children feeling confused about what is 
acceptable. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders' creation of the existing curriculum is incomplete and it is not yet broad 
and well balanced. However, some of the skills identified for children, such as 
developing independence, are implemented with success. For instance, with 
support, toddlers use spoons and forks to feed themselves at mealtimes. Older 
children self-serve their lunch, begin to use knives and forks, and tidy away their 
plates and cutlery once finished with growing competence. This helps to prepare 
children for their eventual move to school. However, a comprehensive curriculum 
that supports staff in their planning to challenge children and build on what they 
know and can do is not embedded. This means children's progress across the 
provision is variable. 

n Despite weaknesses in the curriculum, children develop a love for reading and 
literacy. Books are readily available and children choose their favourites for staff 
to share with them. Babies make noises as they point at pictures in a book. 
Older children impressively recall events in a story, when staff show illustrations 
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to jog their memories. At other times, staff share information books about 
children's interests, such as dinosaurs. Children listen attentively to new facts, 
ask relevant questions and apply what they remember. These activities help to 
widen children's vocabulary.

n Children display natural curiosity in abundance and show an eagerness to learn. 
For example, during a small-group activity to encourage language with toddlers, 
they want to know more about the items they find in a bag. Children make 
connections with their previous learning and keenly share with others, such as 
when they see wellington boots and recognise by the colour and pattern who 
they belong to. They beam with pride when praised by staff. 

n Several staffing challenges have impacted on the key-person system. Although 
there are clear settling-in procedures in place, some children have different key 
persons caring for them daily. These staff have not built consistently close and 
strong relationships with children. This leads to some children's individual care 
needs not being met effectively. For example, when younger ones in need of 
reassurance or cuddles search for familiar adults, they may find them busy and 
cannot be consoled by the other staff. 

n Currently, senior leaders' oversight of the provision on offer is not aligned. Their 
priorities for improvement differ and are not effectively communicated to each 
other. A new development plan to address some areas of concern is in its 
infancy. However, details have not been effectively relayed to other leaders 
within the company or with staff. Improvements that need to be addressed 
include staff supervision arrangements, which are not robust enough to ensure 
the highest quality of education and care. Weaknesses in staff's practice are not 
swiftly identified. For example, leaders do not recognise individual staff's lack of 
confidence and insight when dealing with children's unwanted behaviour. Staff 
are not suitably supported to continually improve their own teaching skills. 
Consequently, children do not experience the benefits of consistently effective 
interactions across the provision.

n Parent partnership is effective. Staff keep parents well informed about their 
children's progress. Parents are positive about children's experiences at the 
nursery and praise their progress, particularly in their communication and 
independence skills. Staff regularly share ways to support their children's 
development at home. This helps to build a shared approach. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:
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Due date
ensure a well-sequenced and purposeful 
curriculum is in place, that staff fully 
understand and use to promote all 
children's good development over time

07/02/2025

ensure that an effective key-person 
system is fully embedded and important 
information about each child's care 
needs is shared with adults who support 
them

07/02/2025

implement robust staff supervision 
arrangements to ensure that weaknesses 
in practice are identified swiftly and staff 
are supported to provide high-quality 
experiences and interactions for children.

07/02/2025
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY555560

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10375341

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 49

Number of children on roll 41

Name of registered person Beaconsfield Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP555559

Telephone number 01494 675533

Date of previous inspection 28 May 2019

Information about this early years setting

Partou Old Town Day Nursery & Pre-School registered in 2017. The nursery 
operates from the grounds of Beaconsfield School in Buckinghamshire and is open 
from 8am until 6pm for 51 weeks of the year. There are currently ten staff working 
with the children, seven of whom hold a childcare qualification from level 2 to level 
4. The nursery is eligible to receive funding to provide early education for children 
aged from nine months to four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sonia Panchal
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager and the inspector discussed how the manager organises their early 
years provision, including the aims and rationale for their early years foundation 
stage curriculum.

n Children spoke with the inspector about their time at the nursery. 
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Partou Old Town Day Nursery & Pre-School
7 January 2025 6

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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