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Inspection date: 12 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The new leadership team creates an innovative and exciting environment where 
children thrive. Staff provide all children, including those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND) and those who speak English as an additional 
language, with a bespoke curriculum. Children positively flourish when they spend 
time with staff, who expertly adapt their teaching to support them in achieving the 
best possible progress. 

Children appear happy and highly motivated. Once they have self-registered, they 
instantly settle to play alongside staff, whose wonderful conversations and 
interactions stimulate children's learning from the moment they arrive. Staff use 
children's preferred method of communication, such as sign language or visual cue 
cards, to help all children become confident and capable communicators.

Children form deep attachments with the nurturing and fun-loving staff. Staff 
provide consistent and reassuring routines that help children feel emotionally 
secure and confident. Children turn to staff for help and comfort, as well as to 
extend their play and knowledge. Staff are quick to notice children's curiosity and 
wonder at the world. For example, they teach children the names of the spring 
flowers they see on their daily walk. Children later demonstrate what they know 
and remember about the flowers through their colourful artwork and imaginative 
play. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Inspirational leaders successfully support the positive, professional and 
enthusiastic staff. They provide them with regular opportunities to deepen their 
understanding of how children learn, such as through training, supervision and 
professional development. For example, staff analyse and reflect on their 
teaching together, to develop greater awareness of effective teaching strategies. 
Leaders' strong vision to provide all children with the skills and knowledge they 
need to succeed is fully embedded into staff practice. 

n Staff and leaders construct a highly ambitious curriculum that puts every child at 
the centre of their own learning. From the outset, staff gather information from 
parents about what children can do and their interests and their health, to plan 
children's personal learning targets. They regularly refine and update these plans 
when they notice even the subtlest of children's achievements. This means all 
children, including those with SEND, learn in the way that suits them best, and 
they make excellent progress.

n Staff expertly support children's communication and language skills. They use 
songs, stories and rhymes to build children's vocabulary in fun ways. For 
example, children enthusiastically sing about the days of the week or learn to 
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count during number rhymes. Staff make excellent use of signing and visual cue 
cards to improve children's understanding during activities. They also encourage 
children to sign with one another. This breaks down barriers to effective 
communication, supporting those children with SEND and those who speak 
English as an additional language to quickly develop confidence when speaking 
and playing with their friends. 

n Staff skilfully increase children's knowledge and problem-solving skills. For 
example, they ask children to make predictions, such as whether objects will 
float or sink when they play with water. Staff provide new ideas when they talk 
about shape and surface area. Children's curiosity is increased when they weigh 
objects and experiment with them, demonstrating what they know about 'light' 
and 'heavy'. This heightens children's involvement and engagement in activities 
and elevates their levels of concentration and understanding.

n Staff celebrate children's unique qualities when they embrace their individual 
personalities, cultures and backgrounds. They recognise how children's 
experiences vary greatly, so they ensure all children have the chance to 
experience new activities. For instance, they introduce children to community 
events, such as watching and listening to musicians or visiting a mosque during 
Ramadan. Children begin to make connections and develop ideas, from which 
they can build a greater understanding of the world. 

n Staff support children to develop healthy routines and to improve their 
independence skills. Staff give consistent messages about the benefits of a 
healthy diet, good hygiene and exercise. Children make choices about their 
personal care, such as when they need a nappy change. This helps children to 
develop self-confidence and trust when they know staff listen to them and 
respect their views. 

n Staff consistently demonstrate kindness and compassion towards children. When 
children feel overwhelmed, staff comfort them while talking to them about their 
emotions. They give children strategies to help self-regulate and calm 
themselves. Children demonstrate tolerance and fondness for one another. Their 
behaviour is exemplary. 

n Staff work exceptionally well with parents. Since the last inspection, they have 
developed highly effective ways of sharing information with them. Parents know 
what their children are learning and how they can help them at home. Staff 
work closely with parents to secure any additional funding children are entitled 
to, or to help them seek advice from other professionals when they need further 
support. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 113627

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10359629

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 22

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Budgen, Jill

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910579

Telephone number 01342 317800

Date of previous inspection 25 June 2024

Information about this early years setting

Paddington Preschool Stage Two registered in 1992 and is in East Grinstead, West 
Sussex. The pre-school opens Monday to Friday from 8.30am to 4pm, during 
school term time only. It offers government funded places for children aged 
between two and four years, and it receives specific funding for disadvantaged 
children. The setting employs seven staff, of whom four hold appropriate early 
years qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Alison Martin
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want children to learn. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector spoke with several parents during the inspection and took account 
of their views.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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