
Inspection of Oxenhope Under Fives 
Pre-school
Oxenhope Community Centre, Shaw Lane, Oxenhope, KEIGHLEY, West Yorkshire 
BD22 9LH

Inspection date: 20 November 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The setting creates a wonderful, calm and supportive environment that focuses on 
children's well-being. This nurturing and attentive approach is fully embedded, and 
children are independent, capable and confident. With excellent staff input and 
positive role modelling, children are respectful, tolerant and accepting of each 
other.
 
The highly knowledgeable staff strive for excellence and deliver an inviting, 
interesting and challenging environment for children to explore. Through highly 
effective interactions, staff help children to make connections in their learning, and 
they are seen to take a full and active role in their play. Children are motivated 
problem-solvers, demonstrating superb focus with an abundance of enthusiasm. 
Children's positive attitudes to learning help them to develop at an accelerated 
pace. They make wonderful progress in their learning, which is meticulously 
tracked. Staff establish excellent relationships with professionals and deliver 
consistent and effective targeted input sessions for children with delays in their 
development.
 
Staff are skilled communicators. They provide children the time to think, process 
and respond to questions. They introduce new vocabulary during their high-quality 
conversations. By sharing books and incorporating songs into sessions, children 
develop wonderful listening skills and an understanding of rhyme and rhythm.
 
Relationships with parents are superb. The setting works hard from the outset to 
develop highly effective partnerships with parents, and new starters settle very 
quickly. They offer a comprehensive range of ways in which they share information 
about each child. Parents comment on the range of measures that are 
implemented to keep their child safe.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff plan and deliver a highly effective early educational programme. It focuses 
on developing children's personal and emotional skills, ensuring that children feel 
safe and valued, and gives them the belief that they can achieve greatness. 
Children learn about new concepts, such as how magnets work. They are given 
time to revisit activities so that they can consolidate and deepen their knowledge 
and understanding. They have the confidence to learn through trial and error, 
seeing how many pipe cleaners they can pick up using one magnet, before 
selecting another magnet and holding one in each hand to see if they can pick 
up the whole pile. They develop important life skills, such as perseverance and 
to adapt their approach accordingly.

n Children's behaviour is excellent. Staff support them to follow the routines of the 
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setting, waiting very patiently to wash their hands before snack or to put their 
coat away in the cloakroom. Children are highly effective communicators. While 
waiting, they converse with each other, chatting about previous birthday parties 
and remembering the type of cake they had. They use correct tense and show 
the corresponding number of fingers to illustrate how old they are in years. 

n There are many and varied activities and resources available so that children can 
develop across different areas of learning. For example, with support from the 
attentive staff team, they form meaningful friendships and work together, 
sharing out 'potions' made from diluted paint colours with other children. They 
develop fine motor skills by fitting different parts into a toy, carefully working out 
which can fit into which part. They take great care to complete their model and 
pay attention to details, demonstrating excellent focus and attention skills. 

n Staff are eager to be the best that they can be for the benefit of the children in 
their care. Their commitment to the children and families in the setting is a joy 
to see. The team undertakes training to help further their development, and they 
share ideas and new approaches during weekly staff meetings. Leaders are very 
supportive to their team. They encourage self-reflection and have created a 
wonderful collaborative approach. This is highly effective, and the strength of 
their teamwork is truly remarkable. They work cohesively, share ideas and 
information and are the best role models to the children. 

n Children with delays in their learning receive specific support at the earliest 
opportunity. Meticulous assessment and monitoring plans are highly effective in 
identifying what is required to help individual children make progress, and the 
implementation is excellent. Staff adapt their practices and procedures to help 
children settle quickly, and they share information and ideas with parents so that 
they can implement the same at home. This partnership working is greatly 
beneficial to children who make superb progress.

n The setting recognises the importance of working closely with other 
professionals and has developed excellent links with the local primary school and 
early years team within the council, among others. They see the vital role they 
play in each child's early education and coordinate support and guidance to 
ensure that each child receives the right support at the right time. They 
implement a programme of events and visits to help children with transitions to 
the local primary school so that they are already familiar with the teachers and 
environment before they begin. This helps children to feel prepared and ready 
for the next step in their educational journey. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 301974

Local authority Bradford

Inspection number 10367550

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 26

Name of registered person Oxenhope Under Fives Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523637

Telephone number 07851 702 283

Date of previous inspection 12 February 2019

Information about this early years setting

Oxenhope Under Fives Pre-school has been operating since 1973. The pre-school 
employs five members of childcare staff. All staff hold an appropriate early years 
qualification. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions 
are from 9am until 3pm, except for Friday when it closes at midday. A breakfast 
club is additionally offered from 8.30am to 9am. The pre-school offers the 
government funded places for childcare.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Mumby
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views. 
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and the children. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with special 

educational needs and/or disabilities.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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