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Inspection date: 17 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle well and have warm relationships with staff. Staff take time to find 
out about babies' home care routines and comforters, to ensure that these are 
maintained at the nursery. This helps babies to feel happy and secure. Staff value 
each child and have high expectations of children.

The curriculum covers the areas of learning well. All children gain useful skills in 
preparation for school. Children develop a good understanding of the world. For 
instance, staff plant and grow daffodils and parsley with children, and they learn 
how things grow. Staff discuss and name different things in nature, such as birds, 
trees and butterflies. Children learn to take turns well. They take turns to serve 
themselves food at mealtimes. Children share outdoor resources, such as wheeled 
toys so that each child has a turn to ride it. They behave in safe ways. They walk 
indoors to reduce the risk of accidents. Staff teach children about road safety and 
they act with care and caution while crossing the road with adults. Children take 
part in a wide range of creative activities. For example, they enjoy making play 
dough and add a variety of interesting ingredients, such as fresh rosemary, lemon 
juice and paint. They create drawings and pictures using different tools and 
materials, such as crayons and chalk.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children have good early mathematical skills. Staff support children's counting 
skills well, for example by counting bricks with children as they build. They sing 
a range of number songs and rhymes to help children learn about counting and 
addition.

n Staff teach children good communication, language and literacy skills. For 
instance, staff read a wide range of high-quality books and sing action songs, 
where children learn new words.

n Children learn about difference. For example, staff discuss and celebrate 
different special cultural or religious festivals with children, such as Diwali and 
Chinese New Year.

n Children learn to do things for themselves. For example, they pour their own 
drinks and serve themselves at mealtimes. Babies learn to feed themselves. 
Children wash their hands regularly, and staff take time to teach children the 
benefits of regular handwashing.

n Children learn to understand their feelings and those of others. Staff help 
children to recognise different emotions. They teach children about 'emotional 
safety', where children learn to listen to their feelings when things do not feel 
right and to talk to staff.

n Children behave well. Staff work with children to resolve things fairly. They are 
consistent and fair and use praise to motivate children to act in positive ways.
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n Children gain good physical skills in the well-equipped outdoor area. For 
instance, children balance on tyres, steer wheeled toys and run and climb 
skilfully. 

n The manager supports staff well. She meets with them individually to discuss 
work and training needs. Staff have attended a range of courses, including a 
course on supporting children's creative development. This led to better 
outcomes for children.

n Staff maintain good levels of hygiene and safety in the nursery. Potties and 
nappy changing mats are cleaned after each use. Milk preparation for babies 
takes place in a hygienic milk kitchen that has suitable equipment and storage 
areas. All gates and doors are secure.

n The manager evaluates all aspects of the nursery and has identified clear ways 
forward to build ongoing improvements. For instance, the staff team is now 
stable and she aims to maintain this after a period when staff turnover was high.

n The nursery provides freshly-cooked, nutritious meals and snacks, which meet 
children's special dietary needs. Staff explain the value of eating healthily to 
children, which supports their understanding of good nutrition. 

n Staff work successfully with parents. For example, they give them regular 
updates on children's activities and progress. Staff offer ideas to parents to 
support their learning at home.

n Children have access to the outdoor area. This is often at set times, and in some 
instances, does not support children's choices about where they want to play 
and learn.

n Staff have begun to teach children about good oral hygiene. However, this has 
not yet been fully developed to support children's understanding further.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff regard children's safety with high importance. They carry out daily risk 
assessments covering all areas of the nursery, including the outdoor area. They 
check that gates and doors are secure. Staff supervise children well at all times, 
including during sleep times. The manager carries out thorough background checks 
on staff as part of the recruitment process. Staff have good safeguarding 
knowledge. They know what to look for that might indicate that a child is at risk of 
abuse. This includes situations when a child is witnessing domestic abuse. Staff 
know how to report their concerns to keep children safe. They attend regular 
training to keep their safeguarding knowledge up to date.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop more ways for children to choose where they play and learn, where 
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possible
n strengthen children's awareness of good oral hygiene further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY425030

Local authority Wandsworth

Inspection number 10269568

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 69

Number of children on roll 57

Name of registered person All About Children Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908106

Telephone number 0207 9241267

Date of previous inspection 24 January 2018

Information about this early years setting

Lavender Hill Day Nursery registered in 2011. It is located in Clapham Junction in 
the London Borough of Wandsworth. The nursery is open from Monday to Friday, 
from 7.30am to 6.30pm, all year round, except on public bank holidays. There are 
13 staff, including the manager. Of these, seven staff hold appropriate early years 
qualifications, including one staff member who holds a degree in early years 
education. The nursery accepts funding for free early years education for children 
aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jenny Beckles
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager.

n During the inspection, the inspector went on a learning walk around the nursery 
with the manager.

n The inspector observed the interaction between staff and children and spoke 
with children, when appropriate.

n During the inspection, the inspector considered the views of staff and parents 
during the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Lavender Hill Day Nursery
17 January 2023 6

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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