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Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff welcome children on arrival, engaging them in conversations. Even those 
initially reluctant to part from their parents soon do so and happily enter the 
premises. Children behave well, have good manners and understand the staff's 
expectations. For example, when staff clap a rhythm, children impressively stop 
what they are doing and join in. When staff say it is time to tidy up, most start to 
help. Staff gently encourage others and soon all are taking care of their 
environment. Children work together to carry heavy boxes and put them where 
they belong. They enjoy being helpers for the day and proudly undertake their 
responsibilities.

Leaders and staff plan an effective curriculum overall. The good organisation of 
resources and well-planned activities motivate children. There is a busy, calm 
environment, with children happily engaged. Staff plan successfully for children to 
have repetition and recall previous learning. This helps them to remember more 
and embed their knowledge and skills, ready for their next stage of development. 
For example, children join in with counting spots on a dice and linking that to 
numerals on cards. The card gives them a yoga pose, which supports their physical 
control and coordination. Later, children engage in the activity without staff 
support, enabling them to become highly independent learners.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The strong leadership team places an important emphasis on staff's well-being 
and the close, happy team confirm how much they enjoy working at the setting. 
This has a positive impact on children. Staff confirm they receive good training 
opportunities and mentoring, commenting on how invaluable observing 
experienced staff has been for developing their practice and skills. 

n Leaders and staff continually evaluate their practice and make targeted changes 
to benefit the children. For example, they now start the day with circle time, 
where children sing songs, welcome each other and engage in discussions. 
Children gain greater confidence and settle more easily, calmly going off to their 
chosen activity. Staff talk daily to evaluate their planning from the day before. 
However, planning in the school's outdoor areas is not as effective at ensuring 
the same high-quality purposeful play and learning. 

n Staff implement their curriculum for children's language and communication 
skills very effectively, so children become confident communicators. They use 
sign language and visual aids to support children's understanding. Staff plan 
small-group activities of stories, games or songs to support children learning 
English as an additional language. They ask good open-ended questions, engage 
children in talking about their play and learning and add vocabulary. 

n Children learning English as an additional language and children with special 
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educational needs and/or disabilities receive good support. Those responsible for 
their development use extensive monitoring and good strategies to fully include 
all children and ensure that they make successful progress. Leaders work closely 
with schools and parents to help ensure a smooth transition, which meets 
children's individual needs well. 

n Staff focus appropriately on children's prime areas of development, building step 
by step on what they can already do and preparing them successfully for school. 
Children become confident and independent through daily routines and staff's 
sensitive support. From arrival, children place their belongings where they need 
to go, so they know where to get them when needed. However, staff do not 
always enable children to solve problems for themselves to develop their critical-
thinking skills further. 

n Children behave well. Staff use positive reinforcement and good support for 
children to learn to manage their emotions and any conflict. Parents particularly 
mention their children's progress in social skills since attending the setting. They 
confirm the good exchange of information and support for learning at home. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n plan more effectively for using the school grounds so that children are always 
engaged in purposeful play and learning

n focus staff development on challenging children more, by using trial and error to 
solve problems and extend their critical thinking. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY344077

Local authority North Somerset

Inspection number 10399806

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 33

Name of registered person Julie McCallum and Julie Ross Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907648

Telephone number 07927 194 710

Date of previous inspection 16 December 2019

Information about this early years setting

Play and Learn Pre-school Worle registered in 2001. It is one of two privately-
owned pre-schools and is located in Worle, North Somerset. It opens from Monday 
to Friday, from 9am to 3pm, term time only. The pre-school provides government-
funded places. Seven members of staff work with the children. Of these, one holds 
an early years qualification at level 6 and one at level 5. Four staff members hold 
an appropriate qualification at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elaine Douglas
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Inspection activities

n One of the deputy managers and the inspector completed a learning walk 
together of all areas of the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at convenient times, observing the quality of 
interactions, indoors and outdoors, and assessing the impact these are having 
on the children's learning. 

n The inspector spoke with parents and the children and took account of all their 
views. 

n The nominated individual, a deputy manager and the inspector discussed the 
leadership of the setting, and the inspector sampled documentation, including 
evidence of the suitability of staff. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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