
Inspection of Nurture Nursery & Pre 
School Mount Hawke
Methodist Church, Mount Hawke, Truro, Cornwall TR4 8GR

Inspection date: 22 April 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are curious, eager to learn and enjoy the activities staff organise for them. 
Staff build warm relationships with children, knowing this helps their learning and 
development. Children feel safe and secure. Staff create a broad curriculum and 
understand what they need to do to help children to thrive. They know each child 
well and guide them to progress from their starting points. Children are well 
prepared for the next stage of learning.

Staff support babies to develop their core strength. Babies learn to sit and reach for 
toys, further developing their physical skills. Staff notice when babies are strong 
enough to stand. They create an environment where babies can pull themselves 
up, helping them develop balance and strength. Children of all ages are supported 
to spend time playing outdoors in the fresh air. Toddlers learn coordination skills as 
they climb ladders and use the slide to come back down. Staff help toddlers 
develop social skills, teaching them to share and cooperate. For example, children 
take turns pouring water between pots in the outdoor 'nature kitchen'.

Staff know that a broad vocabulary is key for communication skills. In the pre-
school, they introduce new words each week, such as 'hive', 'honeycomb', 
'mandibles' and 'abdomen'. These words relate to a project on bees and honey, 
inspired by a recent nature walk. Staff help pre-school children reflect on the 
differences between male and female bees and how bees make honey, building 
their understanding of nature. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children of all ages are guided to develop confidence in mathematics. With 
babies, staff count items, such as the number of plates on the art table. As pre-
school children play and manipulate magnetic building blocks, staff support them 
in learning the names of shapes. When children build a train, staff help them to 
identify the shapes they see, such as 'triangle' and 'square'. At lunchtimes, pre-
school children confidently count up to 15 chairs at the tables.

n There is a strong focus on developing children's literacy skills. Pre-school 
children recognise their names on their drinks bottles. Babies smile with delight 
as they listen to staff reading books to them. Pre-school children relax, sitting in 
a cosy corner, looking at books or listening to staff read to them, indoors and 
outdoors. Staff understand that books help children grasp experiences different 
to their own. Staff support toddlers and pre-school children in extending their 
learning and love of books into their homes through a successful lending library.

n Staff understand the importance of building children's communication skills. Staff 
engage toddlers in conversations during activities. However, during pre-school 
group times, children occasionally sit for long periods. Staff do not always give 
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children opportunities to answer questions or take part in group discussions, 
exploring their ideas and interests further. As a result, at times, some children 
become restless and lose focus.

n Staff encourage children to take part in creative activities. Babies are supported 
to use paint, developing their experience of textures and learning how to make 
marks with paintbrushes to help build their hand strength. Toddlers are 
supported to create 'worm' paintings by using spaghetti and brown paint. 
However, in the pre-school, learning experiences aimed at developing children's 
creativity are not always well implemented. For example, staff direct children's 
art activities and do not encourage them to use their own designs or ideas. 
When this happens, children are not developing their self-expression and some 
become disengaged and lose interest.

n Staff report feeling valued in their roles and work well together. They regularly 
undertake training to stay up to date with recent developments and extend their 
practice by reflecting on regular feedback from other staff. As a result of their 
training, staff implement new strategies to improve their practice and help 
ensure children receive good-quality care and education. For example, having 
completed a children's mental health course, staff have extended the support for 
children's mental and emotional well-being.

n Children are guided by staff to understand how their behaviour affects others. 
Older children are kind and considerate, easily sharing toys and taking turns. 
Children listen and respond to instructions. For example, they quickly tidy away 
toys when asked. At mealtimes, pre-school children show high levels of patience 
as they wait until everyone has a plate of food before they start eating.

n Staff ensure parents are kept up to date with children's progress. When staff 
identify children who need additional guidance, they work together with parents 
to provide children with enhanced support. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the organisation of pre-school group activities to encourage children 
to explore their ideas and interests even further

n enhance opportunities for pre-school children to develop their self-expression 
skills and be actively engaged in creative activities even more.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2749209

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10397460

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 77

Name of registered person Nurture Day Nursery & Pre School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP531252

Telephone number 01209 206184

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Nurture Nursery & Pre School Mount Hawke registered in 2023. The setting 
operates from the Methodist Church in Mount Hawke. The setting opens Monday to 
Friday, from 8am to 6pm, all year round. It offers government funded spaces for 
childcare. There are 13 members of staff. One holds a level 6 early years 
qualification, one holds a level 4 early years qualification, nine hold appropriate 
early years qualifications at level 3 and two members of staff are unqualified. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Victoria Jones
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Inspection activities

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk of the setting.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the setting.
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity and 

they evaluated this together.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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