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Inspection date: 9 October 2024

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children thoroughly enjoy every moment in this well-organised and homely club. 
They look forward to coming and parents comment that they are often reluctant to 
leave when it is time to go home. Children learn to confidently make decisions 
about the toys, stimulating games and creative activities they choose to play with. 
Staff help them to persist with tasks, to take turns and play fairly. For example, 
children work well together, mixing and measuring ingredients and learning how 
bread rises as they create their autumnal hedgehog loaves.

Children are very well behaved and treat the staff and each other with courtesy. 
They learn to play with children from the three different schools that attend the 
club and build lasting friendships. Staff are very positive role models, who fully 
involve children in planning activities and in creating rules and routines. Staff 
ensure children are kept safe and secure at all times. For example, they learn how 
to walk safely on narrow pathways and to cross busy roads together as they 
eagerly participate in the strenuous 'walking 'bus' journeys. Parents appreciate the 
consistently good care staff show towards their children and the exciting breadth of 
activities available.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders are ambitious to provide the best for the children and have a very clear 
vision of how to achieve it. They have rigorous procedures for recruiting and 
retaining high-quality staff that share their sense of purpose. Leaders and staff 
draw well on the views of children and parents to reflect on their practice and 
set robust actions for further development.

n Staff have specific responsibilities for planning and organising activities. They 
draw on the children's interests and their own expertise to provide constantly 
challenging and engaging activities for children to choose from. For example, 
children love the many physical challenges and team games led by sport's 
coaches or imaginative craft activities, such as making wobbly Halloween 
characters.

n Staff know the children very well. They liaise effectively with parents and with 
children's teachers in order to support them effectively. They support children to 
behave well through, for example, the three 'Bs', 'Be kind, be safe and be 
respectful'. They have high expectations for good manners and courtesy. Staff 
are sensitive to the children's feelings and needs. 

n Staff support many aspects of children's development as they join in their play. 
For example, they help children to use scissors accurately as they cut out shapes 
for their Halloween crafts or introduce them to new vocabulary as they complete 
a jigsaw of Noah's Ark and other tales. Children's key workers carefully monitor 
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how well children settle in and build on their experiences.
n Staff create a warm, nurturing and creative environment. Young children play 

happily with older ones and feel valued and supported. Staff discuss children's 
interests with parents when they first start and make sure there are toys and 
activities available that will engage them. 

n Staff make a strong contribution to children's health and well-being. They help 
children understand the importance of good hygiene, such as washing their 
hands regularly. They involve the children in planning a wide range of healthy 
snacks, baking activities and encouraging them to try new foods. Children enjoy 
many opportunities to be physically active, indoors and out. 

n The club is very inclusive. Staff are flexible and responsive to parents and 
children's individual needs. They work closely with teachers and parents to 
match care to children's needs, including those who are vulnerable and those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities. 

n Parents very strongly recommend the club. They feel confident leaving their 
children in the staff's care and know that they will enjoy themselves. They 
welcome the guidance and very strong support the experienced staff offer them 
and feel that the club is very much at the heart of the village community.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

Inspection report: Play in Dore
9 October 2024 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 2691417

Local authority Sheffield

Inspection number 10355517

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 100

Number of children on roll 95

Name of registered person Play in Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2691414

Telephone number 07592112520

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Play in Dore registered in 2022 and is based in Sheffield. The club employs nine 
members of childcare staff, five of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 3 or above, including one at level 6. The club is open weekdays during 
term time only from 3.15pm to 6.30pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Andrew Clark
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Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector conducted a learning walk together to review 
children's experiences. 

n The inspector joined staff on the 'walking bus' to collect children from their 
schools.

n The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector held discussions with members of staff.
n Children talked to the inspector about their activities. 
n The inspector discussed the management and organisation of the club with the 

manager. He reviewed relevant documents. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents to seek their views of the club.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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