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Inspection date: 25 March 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

All children are respected as unique individuals. Staff work closely with parents to 
ensure that children's individual needs are met. The management team promotes 
staff well-being and focuses on their continuous professional development. This 
helps to ensure that good standards of care and learning are maintained. Children 
remain safe due to the vigilance of staff. Staff provide friendly reminders as they 
reinforce the nursery rules and expectations to children. This helps them learn to 
respect and adhere to these. Turn-taking and sharing are actively supported with 
all children, but especially with children aged two to three years. During small, 
planned group activities, staff use children's names in turn as they roll a car to 
them. They help children learn to wait for their turn during the simple game.

Staff engage children in purposeful, hands-on learning experiences, supporting 
each child to build on their prior knowledge and skills. For example, in the baby 
room, staff have strategically placed sensory coloured bags higher up to encourage 
babies to stand and reach up. Pre-school children enjoy planned activities that 
focus on promoting their early writing skills. Children listen and follow the 
directions of staff as they move to the music, copying actions as they hold pieces of 
fabric. They then practise the movements as they make marks using chalks on the 
floor. Quieter, more reserved children are encouraged to participate at their own 
pace through the skilled support of staff.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers work closely together, overseeing and monitoring staff practice. 
Regular questions on the intent for activities or safeguarding scenarios enable 
management to identify where any support is needed. Managers then provide 
coaching and training opportunities tailored to the needs of staff. Staff report 
how they feel well supported by management. 

n Staff work hard to ensure that all children feel settled and secure in their care. 
They promote children's self-esteem as they celebrate their achievements. Older 
children are prepared for changes to the routine so that they are accepting of 
these. 

n One-to-one and small-group activities are used to support children who have 
special educational needs and/or disabilities effectively. These targeted 
interventions support children's listening, attention and communication skills. For 
example, staff encourage children to sit, listen and focus as they use describing 
words for each item selected out of a special bucket. 

n Story sacks help to engage babies in story time. Staff introduce older children to 
a book of the week. Through repeatedly reading the story, children begin to 
recall familiar phrases. Staff also talk about the book to promote children's 
understanding. 
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n While main meals are served at the table, two- to three-year-old children have 
snack on the floor, picnic style. However, the organisation of this is not fully 
effective in enabling staff to continue to promote children's skills. Due to the 
seating arrangements, social interactions and independence and communication 
skills are not as effectively promoted as they are at other times.     

n Staff plan short circle-time activities to promote babies' social, communication 
and physical skills. Babies enjoy holding scarfs and moving these when singing. 
When using a bubble machine, staff encourage babies to reach out and pop the 
bubbles. Staff introduce associated rhymes and introduce words such as 
'bubble', 'pop' and 'catch'.

n Two- to three-year-olds and pre-school children explore their imagination and 
develop their fine motor skills when painting. Older children have fun 
experimenting with mixing the paints together. One child excitedly explains how 
they are a 'genius' as they have made purple by mixing blue and red together.

n When playing with play dough, staff purposefully provide children with one pair 
of scissors so that they are encouraged to share and ask for their turn. However, 
sometimes, staff do not consistently help children to try and find their own ideas 
and ways of doing things during their play. For example, children state they do 
not know how to make eyes on their play dough model. Staff immediately 
provide them with a solution as they explain how to roll smaller bits of play 
dough into balls to make eyes.     

n Parents report positively on how they are kept informed about their child 
through verbal communication, online systems and through attending stay-and-
play sessions. This enables them to find out what their children are learning so 
that they can continue to support them at home.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n consider the organisation of snack time in the two- to three-year-old children's 
room, so that the experience is more effectively used to continue to support 
children's ongoing learning 

n support all staff to consistently help children to develop their own ideas and 
strategies for doing things. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY496702

Local authority North East Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10317032

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 10

Total number of places 54

Number of children on roll 165

Name of registered person Precious Times Childcare Services Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901352

Telephone number 01472340800

Date of previous inspection 10 May 2018

Information about this early years setting

Precious Times Childcare Services Riverside is located in Grimsby and registered in 
2017. The nursery employs 23 members of childcare staff, and of these, 18 hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday, all year round, except bank holidays and one week at Christmas. 
Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Arnold
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager, deputy manager and inspector completed a learning walk together 
of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum. 

n Children spoke to and communicated with the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a planned activity with the 

manager. 
n Parents and carers shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Precious Times Childcare Services Riverside
25 March 2024 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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