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Overall effectiveness Good
The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children receive a warm welcome from the friendly, caring staff. The children arrive
with enthusiasm, link up with their friends and set off to explore the planned
activities and accessible resources.

Children make good progress in their learning from their individual starting points.
This includes those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). Most
children attain confident communication skills and staff provide extra support for
children who find verbal communication more difficult.

Children preparing to move on to school are equipped with the skills they need.
They are confident, motivated to learn and independent. Staff encourage children
to make choices in their play and offer ideas to extend their learning. Children
practise doing fastenings as they dress in school uniform, fill book bags and engage
in school role play.

Children gain understanding of the world. Staff use opportunities that arise to
encourage children to explore the natural world. For example, the manager uses
pictorial reference cards to help children identify the type of bee they spot. Children
enjoy growing plants and vegetables. They tend, pick and prepare lettuce to eat at
snack time and vegetables to make soup. Staff take children to places of interest to
extend their understanding of the world, for example a recent bus journey and trip
to a plant centre.

Staff respond sensitively to children's needs. They provide reassuring cuddles when
children show they need them. Children learn to play cooperatively and are well
behaved. They learn to wait patiently to take turns, follow adults' instructions and
line up ready to walk safely across the car park to the garden area.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The manager and staff are all enthusiastic in their roles. They are positive role
models and demonstrate good manners. They foster children's self-esteem well
and encourage children to take pride in their achievements. Staff show genuine
pride and excitement when children achieve. For example, when children
correctly state that nine add three equals 12, staff are delighted and give high
praise. Staff help children to value their uniqueness and learn about their
cultures, but the planned curriculum does not include many opportunities for
children to learn about people and cultures beyond their own communities.

B The manager has a good oversight of the effectiveness of the curriculum. She
works closely with staff to assess children's progress and identify gaps in their
learning. They instinctively challenge the most-able children. They implement
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effective strategies to support the learning of children with SEND. All children are
included and they have many positive interactions with staff. Occasionally, staff
miss opportunities to maximise the learning of the youngest children as they
engage in self-chosen play.

Children benefit from time spent outdoors. They explore the inviting outdoor
play space with confidence and independence. They develop their small and
large muscles as they partake in energetic play. They use wheeled toys, swing,
slide, climb on large tractor tyres and trees, and chase one another. They scoop
sand and tell onlookers they are creating the Malvern Hills and a mountain. Staff
initiate lots of discussion about size and shapes. Children dig for treasure in the
builders' construction area. They paint and chalk, showing their creativity and
early writing skills. Children use binoculars and describe what they see outdoors.
They spot and say the colours of passing cars. Children vote to decide where to
have lunch and unanimously choose to eat outdoors.

The committee chairperson spends a lot of time in the setting and provides
valuable support to the staff team. Children like to share their news with the
chairperson and involve them in their play. The chairperson, manager and staff
work together to look at ways to continuously improve the provision. They
undertake thorough suitability checks on new staff and have an excellent
understanding of their safeguarding responsibilities.

Staff have good opportunities to attend training. They are all trained in first aid.
The manager is part way through a mathematics champion training course and
successfully implements new ideas that have increased children's mathematical
awareness.

Partnerships with parents are very strong. Parents give high praise for the
support they and their children receive from the staff team. They feel extremely
well informed about their children's learning and appreciate opportunities to join
their children in the setting. Parents like to see photos of their children's
activities posted on an easy-to-use app and appreciate the ideas staff give them
to extend their children's learning at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

B make greater use of opportunities to maximise the learning of the youngest

children as they engage in self-chosen play

W create more opportunities for children to gain an understanding of, and respect
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for, people, families and communities beyond their own.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 205277

Local authority Worcestershire

Inspection number 10337023

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises
Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of

inspection 2105

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person Powick Pre-School Committee
Telephone number 07748 604346

Date of previous inspection 26 October 2018

Information about this early years setting

Powick Preschool registered in 1992. The pre-school is situated in Powick,
Worcestershire. The pre-school opens Monday to Friday, term time only, from
8.30am until 3pm. It receives funding for the provision of early education for two-,
three- and four-year-old children. The pre-school employs four core members of
childcare staff and three staff who provide emergency cover. All core staff are
qualified and hold qualifications at level 3 or level 6.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Linda Witts
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the pre-school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
manager and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the provision.

B The pre-school manager joined the inspector on a learning walk of all areas of
the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

W The inspector observed the interactions between staff and the children. They
observed the quality of education being provided and assessed the impact that
this was having on children's learning.

B The inspector spoke with the chairperson and manager about the leadership and
management of the pre-school.

B The inspector spoke to staff, children and parents at appropriate times during
the inspection.

B Relevant documentation, including written feedback from parents, was read by
the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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