
Inspection of PATA @ Tiny Tots
Paygrove Lane, Longlevens, GLOUCESTER GL2 0AT

Inspection date: 20 June 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are warmly greeted by the familiar and friendly staff team. They access a 
flexible curriculum, which staff carefully plan to meet their interests and individual 
learning needs. Children display positive attitudes to learning. They choose where 
they would like to play and quickly become absorbed in the opportunities available.

Older children practise their early literacy skills and display their creativity as they 
draw pictures. They proudly explain what they have drawn to attentive staff and 
refer to themselves as an artist, placing their pen behind their ear. Children are 
independent and display a sense of responsibility. They place their picture in their 
named tray to take home later that day. Children recognise their name and are 
beginning to become familiar with routines that will be followed when they move 
on to school.

Children benefit from meaningful interactions with staff to promote their 
communication and language skills. They display an understanding of positional 
language, such as 'in front' and 'behind' as they move a small figure to different 
places within a space rocket. Children are familiar with number language and 
accurately predict phrases, such as 'three, two, one, blast off'. They enthusiastically 
lift a rocket into the air.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff work together to plan an exciting curriculum for children, which promotes 
an array of learning opportunities. They regularly review the indoor and outdoor 
learning environments to keep them fresh and exciting to inspire children's 
motivation to play. Although staff identify what they want children to learn from 
planned activities, there are times where they focus more on the resources to be 
used and do not always identify how they can to build on children's knowledge 
and skills in more meaningful ways.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and children in receipt 
of additional funding, such as early years pupil premium, benefit from effective 
support to enrich their learning experiences. Staff invite external professionals, 
such as speech and language therapists, into the setting to offer support and 
guidance. This helps all children to make good progress.  

n Any additional funding the setting receives is used effectively. The manager 
explains that they use the same phonics programme as the school and recently 
allocated some of their funding to strengthen staff knowledge and delivery of 
phonics in the setting. This helps children to receive a consistent approach to 
their learning when they move on to the next step in their educational journey.

n Children's well-being is given a high priority in the setting. Staff access a wide 
range of professional development opportunities to develop their knowledge and 
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skills. Recently, they attended training to further their understanding and 
manage children's mental health. Staff teach children how to use breathing 
techniques when they become anxious or overwhelmed. This helps children to 
learn to regulate their feelings and supports their positive mindset.

n Staff support parents to continue and extend children's learning at home. For 
example, they recently sent home information to help parents sing or read 
nursery rhymes at home. Children demonstrate their love of songs and rhymes. 
They lead their own song time and sit with their friends, taking turns to sing 
familiar action songs and rhymes. This helps children to develop their 
communication and language skills, alongside their confidence and self-esteem.

n Staff seek information from parents about the language their children use at 
home. They ask parents to provide some key words in their home language, to 
support children's understanding in the setting. However, at times, these 
procedures are not fully effective. Staff are yet to provide children with enough 
opportunities to hear and use their home language in the setting to further 
support their learning and sense of self.

n The ambitious manager has high regard for all members of her staff team. She 
seeks their views when evaluating what they do well and what they could do 
better, and appropriately delegates responsibilities and roles to them. Staff feel 
valued and supported by the manager and wider leadership team. They state 
that they are happy in their roles and are dedicated to providing the best 
possible outcomes for children in their community.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff understand their responsibilities to safeguard children. They know the 
potential signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. Staff are 
aware of the procedures to follow should they have a concern for a child's welfare. 
They know what to do in the event of a concern about the conduct of a colleague. 
Staff conduct thorough daily risk assessments to keep children safe. They support 
children to take responsibility for their own safety and provide opportunities for 
them to learn how to manage risk safely.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to focus more precisely on the intentions for children's learning 
when planning activities to build on children's knowledge and skills in more 
meaningful ways

n gather more information from parents about children's language at home and 
provide further experiences for children to hear and use this in the setting to 
support their sense of self and enhance their learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY537142

Local authority Gloucestershire 

Inspection number 10288828

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 49

Name of registered person PATA (UK)

Registered person unique 
reference number RP537141

Telephone number 01452 311032

Date of previous inspection 1 November 2017

Information about this early years setting

Pata @ Tiny Tots registered in 2016 and operates in the grounds of Longlevens 
Infant School, Gloucester. The pre-school opens from 8.45am to 2.45pm, Monday 
to Friday, during school term time. A team of seven staff work with children. Of 
these, five members of staff hold relevant early years qualifications between level 2 
and level 5. The pre-school provides funded early education for children aged two, 
three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Holly Smith
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager.

n  Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2023
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