
Inspection of Poppets Nursery
St Leonards C E Primary School, Innage Lane, Bridgnorth WV16 4HL

Inspection date: 19 May 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children and their families receive a warm welcome from the caring and friendly 
staff at this setting. Children show enthusiasm for learning as they choose what 
they would like to play with from the wide range of interesting activities staff have 
carefully planned and prepared. Leaders and staff plan and implement a curriculum 
that is sequenced so children continually build and enhance their skills. 
Consideration is given to the curriculum outdoors, to ensure activities continue to 
support all areas of learning. The promotion of children's communication and 
language is a particular strength of the nursery. For example, staff use sign 
language alongside verbal communication and implement communication tools to 
carry out targeted intervention work with children. Staff use visual cues to further 
support children in their communication and vocabulary. All children make good 
progress in their learning. 

Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour and conduct. Behaviour 
management is consistent, and children are guided in practising appropriate rules 
and behaviours. Staff help children to resolve conflicts independently by reminding 
them to use the sand timers to let children know when it is their turn. Children 
behave well. They listen to the staff and follow instructions. Children demonstrate 
they understand the setting's routines and boundaries. For example, they happily 
help tidy the toys away when instructed before routine changes. Staff encourage 
and support children to play cooperatively with their peers. They teach children 
how to share and take turns. This helps build children's social skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) 
to have the same opportunities to access the curriculum alongside their friends. 
Staff invite other professionals into the setting to enable a multi-agency 
approach to ensuring children's individual needs are met. Staff listen to advice 
from professionals and implement it in practice to close the gaps in learning. 

n Staff seize every opportunity to promote children's understanding of leading a 
healthy lifestyle. Staff prioritise outdoor learning, which gives children plenty of 
opportunities for fresh air and active play. Children benefit from discussions 
about healthy choices, along with gardening activities to grow fruit and 
vegetables. They enjoy healthy snacks, and staff promote healthy lunch boxes. 
Staff remind parents about providing a balanced lunch box by including fruit.

n Children benefit from a range of stimulating resources that ignite their 
imaginations and help to motivate them to explore. For example, children remain 
focused and engaged for a sustained period when playing together with a 
doctor's kit. Outdoors, children search for dinosaur fossils. They work 
collaboratively, problem-solving how to release the dinosaur from the ice block.
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n Children enjoy sharing stories with the staff. Opportunities for children to 
immerse themselves in stories and reading are plentiful, and children can access 
books freely throughout the day. However, staff do not consistently support 
children to fully engage and listen intently during some activities. For example, 
during some adult-led activities, background distractions and noise levels 
interrupt children's learning and attention. 

n Staff support the children's early mathematical development well and 
incorporate mathematics into activities. Staff encourage children to use their 
counting skills throughout the day. Older children are confident in their counting 
and number recognition skills. Children skilfully join magnetic shapes to create 
imaginative models, proudly telling visitors that they have made a cube or a 
diamond shape. 

n Staff celebrate the diversity in their community and in their interactions. Children 
frequently visit places of interest in the local community, enjoying walks, trips to 
the shops and visits to the local library and care home. Staff provide resources 
and books and plan activities that represent different ethnicities. This helps 
children to learn about their local area and helps to prepare them for life in 
modern Britain. 

n Partnerships with parents are strong. They are fully involved in nursery life and 
feel that the support for them and their children is excellent. Parents receive a 
wealth of information to support their children's learning at home. Parent 
workshops help them to develop their skills and knowledge so that they can give 
children the best opportunities to progress at home. For example, recent 
planting workshops explored the benefits of outdoor play for children. 

n Leaders are passionate about their provision. They take a hands-on approach 
and identify areas for improvement to the already good teaching. Leaders 
skilfully identify training needs and provide training opportunities for staff to 
benefit their professional development and the children in their care. Staff feel 
their well-being is promoted by leaders, and staff are incredibly supportive of 
each other. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support children to be able to maintain focus and listen more intently, such as by 
considering the impact of background distractions on children's engagement and 
learning. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY541413

Local authority Shropshire

Inspection number 10380637

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 11

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 55

Name of registered person Poppets (Bridgnorth) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP541412

Telephone number 01746 767800

Date of previous inspection 18 June 2019

Information about this early years setting

Poppets Nursery registered in 2017 and is located in Bridgnorth. The nursery 
employs seven members of childcare staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years 
qualifications from level 2 to level 6. The owner holds early years teacher status. 
The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year round. Sessions are from 8am to 
6pm. The nursery provides funded early education for eligible children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Beverley Devlin

Inspection report: Poppets Nursery
19 May 2025 4



Inspection activities

n The leaders and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke with the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views. 
n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 
n Leaders showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability of 

staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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