
Inspection of Buttercups Private Day 
Nursery And Pre-School
Stanney Lane, Little Stanney, Chester CH2 4HT

Inspection date: 10 June 2022

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children thrive in this nursery and behave well. The environment is welcoming and 
thoughtfully designed to promote learning. Pre-school children develop their social 
and imaginative skills as they play and talk at the full-size dining table. Children 
develop a love for music as they explore the upright piano. Artwork by famous 
artists and children alike fills the walls. Children are valued and respected as 
individuals, building strong relationships with staff. They are safe and content.

Children experience a broad curriculum that is planned to meet their individual 
needs. Staff have high expectations of children's attitudes to learning, which 
encourage children to strive to do the best they can. Children learn new things. For 
example, as children take part in yoga they discuss their heartbeat and why it is 
'thumping hard'.

Children experience continuity in their learning as parents are highly engaged with 
the setting. For example, children take home books from the lending library to 
share with family. A chair, placed outside the nursery, is regularly decorated to 
reflect the learning that is happening inside. For instance, the Platinum Jubilee. 
This serves as a talking point at drop off and pick up times. Parents and children 
delight in dressing up to have their photos taken with it. Since the COVID-19 
pandemic began, children leave their parents at the door. Despite this, children 
enter happily and settle well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children's communication is supported well. Their emerging language develops 
as staff narrate their day-to-day activities.  A 'Sign of the Week' is used to build 
children's repertoire of non-verbal communication. Staff regularly read with 
children and sing songs, such as 'The wheels on the bus'. Children join in with 
words and actions. They become capable and confident communicators.

n Staff extend children's learning effectively, so that children are challenged to 
solve problems and try new things. For example, children weigh different things 
on giant wooden scales. They are encouraged to think about what is heavier or 
lighter and conduct experiments to investigate the outcome.

n Children develop their independence skills. For example, as they get changed for 
sports activities with growing confidence. They show resilience when they find 
this tricky. Children confidently serve themselves drinks of water and manage 
their personal needs independently. This helps to build children's self-esteem 
and helps to prepare them for school.

n Children listen carefully to adults and follow instructions. For example, when it is 
time to go outside, pre-school children line up without hesitation. Familiar 
routines, such as self-registration and story time, support children's positive 
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behaviour. Children are kind and use good manners.
n The setting fosters a culture of equality. Children have a wealth of opportunities 

to learn about different types of people. For example, children learn about 
festivals such as Hanukkah and Diwali. They also learn about different types of 
families, drawing pictures that are displayed. Children understand what makes 
them unique and they appreciate each other's differences.

n Children learn about different feelings. Staff teach children how to recognise 
different emotions and what might cause them. They use stories to support this 
teaching, such as 'Paper Dolls'. Children recognise when characters in the book 
feel sad. This helps children to develop the skills and language they need to 
effectively express themselves.

n Staff attend training such as first aid and health and safety. However, training is 
not focused sharply enough on improving teaching and learning over time. This 
means that staff practice does not improve as rapidly as it could.

n The inspirational manager is passionate about supporting her team. Staff well-
being is a key priority. Initiatives such as 'Phone for five' help staff to feel valued 
and supported. They celebrate each other's accomplishments with 'send a smile', 
which encourages a culture of positivity in the setting. This helps staff to fulfil 
their role to the best of their ability.

n Parents are thrilled with the care their children receive. They value detailed 
conversations with staff each day. Parents fill in sheets each month to share 
information on what their child has been doing at home. Staff use this 
information to enhance children's learning . For example, children practise 
brushing their teeth after they share photos of going to the dentist. This helps 
parents to feel part of the nursery community and promotes continuity in 
learning between the nursery and home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have good knowledge and can recognise the possible signs of abuse. They 
are confident in how to report any concerns they have. Staff regularly update their 
safeguarding training to help them to be aware of any emerging safeguarding 
issues. The premises are locked and secure, which helps to provide a safe 
environment for children. Staff continually risk assess each room in order to 
identify and remove any hazards. Children are counted when they go outside and 
come back in, which helps staff to account for children's whereabouts at all times. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enhance staff training to focus on improving the quality of teaching and learning 
over time.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY551212

Local authority Cheshire West and Chester  

Inspection number 10145818

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 4

Total number of places 63

Number of children on roll 71

Name of registered person Just Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900954

Telephone number 0151 355 0943

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Buttercups Private Day Nursery And Pre-School registered in 2018.  The nursery is 
open from 7.30am until 6.30pm, Monday to Friday, all year round excluding bank 
holidays. It employs 11 members of childcare staff. Of these, one holds an 
appropriate early years qualification at level 6, eight hold an appropriate early 
years qualification at level 3 and two at level 2. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Richards
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
nursery and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation together. 
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on 

request.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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