
Inspection of Playdays Preschool 6
Scott Lodge, Upper Brentwood Road, Romford RM2 6JB

Inspection date: 13 March 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children receive exceptional care and support, so they thrive and flourish at pre-
school. Staff are highly attuned to the needs of all children and work hard to 
provide an exciting and stimulating curriculum for them. Information collected from 
parents when children start pre-school means any gaps in children's learning are 
quickly identified and appropriate support is put in place.  

Children's behaviour is exemplary, and they are wonderfully respectful of each 
other. Children make friends and learn new skills in a calm and well-managed 
environment. Staff consistently and skillfully help children to understand and name 
their feelings, building their emotional confidence. Children show deep levels of 
engagement in their play, which develops their interests and ignites their creativity 
and imagination.  

Across the pre-school, the quality of teaching and learning is excellent, so children 
make rapid progress in their learning and development. Books, rhymes and stories 
are expertly woven into the environment by staff throughout the day. This helps 
children to develop their language and communication and expand their 
vocabulary. For children who are not yet speaking, staff use signs alongside words 
to support their language development. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers and their team work closely with professionals in the community to 
ensure all children receive the support they need. They have a strong vision for 
the pre-school, so every child's uniqueness is nurtured. Staff ensure all children 
receive excellent care to help them feel respected and supported and to achieve 
their full potential. This boosts children's self-esteem and confidence.

n Staff in the pre-school place a very strong focus on children learning about and 
developing healthy lifestyles. Children learn about the importance of 
toothbrushing and eating fruit and vegetables to keep healthy. Staff use music 
and movement sessions to help children observe the effect of activity on their 
bodies. 

n Staff-led activities are planned and implemented extremely well. They create 
awe and wonder for children as they anticipate what may happen next. Children 
watch with great excitement as the lights are dimmed and they see a light from 
a torch emerge. Staff ask them about what might be happening, sparking their 
curiosity about how things work, and they learn how to operate simple 
equipment.

n Children are superbly supported to develop their self-help and independence at 
every opportunity. They use the toilet independently and know that they need to 
wash their hands before eating. With support and encouragement, children wash 
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their plates and cups after snack time and tidy away resources after they have 
finished using them. This helps children to develop life-long self-care habits.

n Leaders act with integrity and are extremely committed to ensuring children with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities achieve the best possible outcomes. 
Assessment is highly effective. Staff work sensitively with parents and carers to 
plan next steps, with support from external agencies requested in a timely 
manner. The pre-school staff use funding appropriately to put in early support 
for children. For example, additional resources are added to the garden to 
develop children's gross motor skills. 

n Children form delightful relationships with each other. They talk to each other 
with confidence, exploring new ideas and spending extended periods playing 
together. Staff expertly help children regulate their emotions and develop 
problem-solving skills. Children demonstrate a very secure awareness of their 
own feelings and accept the needs of others.

n Staff work with parents sensitively to know more about children's life stories. 
They learn basic words in different languages and welcome parents into the pre-
school to read books in their home languages and talk about cultural and 
religious celebrations. Staff celebrate similarities and differences with children so 
they learn more about the diverse community and city in which they live.

n Parents praise the pre-school highly and appreciate the care staff provide for 
their children. They value the swift and effective support staff put in place and 
share that their children make excellent progress here. They use the strategies 
staff share with them at home to help develop their children's communication 
and language. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY546473

Local authority Havering

Inspection number 10376250

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 39

Name of registered person John Lakin and Claire Lakin Partnership

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905704

Telephone number 07595603498

Date of previous inspection 22 May 2019

Information about this early years setting

Playdays Preschool 6 re-registered in new premises in 2017. It is operated by a 
private company. The pre-school operates from Scott Lodge in Gidea Park, in the 
London Borough of Havering. The pre-school provides both full-time and sessional 
care from Monday to Friday, 9am to 3pm, term time only. The pre-school currently 
employs six members of staff, including the manager. Of these, four hold 
appropriate early years qualifications from levels 2 to 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rehema Essop

Inspection activities

n The manager took the inspector on a learning walk of the provision and 
explained their approach to learning.

n A leadership discussion was held with the manager 
n The inspector gained some views from parents about the pre-school provision. 
n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children. 
n The inspector observed the quality of the education being provided and assessed 

the impact that this was having on children's learning.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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