
Inspection of Rainbow Corner Day 
Nursery
The Anne Brown Centre, Love Lane, Watlington, Oxfordshire OX49 5RB

Inspection date: 11 July 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have a wonderful time at this welcoming nursery. Staff greet children in 
the morning as they arrive and spend time talking with parents. This informative 
interaction at the beginning of the day helps staff to find out about children's sleep 
and well-being. An effective key-person system ensures that all children are well 
supported and their individual needs are met. Children have warm bonds with staff 
and snuggle up to them at story time, and when they need reassurance. This helps 
children to feel safe and secure and gives them a strong sense of belonging.

Leaders and staff have a clear vision of what they want children to learn. They 
provide many resources and plan enjoyable activities for the children. For instance, 
staff play Bingo with pre-school children to teach them about visual number 
recognition. Children are utterly excited when they recognise the number and write 
it down correctly. The winner calls out Bingo when their sheet is completed and 
shows immense joy and pride. Activities of this kind motivate children to have 
positive attitudes to their learning and promotes their understanding of early 
mathematics superbly.

Staff are good role models and have high expectations of children's behaviour. For 
example, they remind children to share resources and wait their turn. This 
encourages children to behave well and be kind and caring towards each other.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders meet up termly with staff at the local school, the children's centre and 
other professionals. They discuss any concerns that they may have to meet 
children's needs. Furthermore, staff work closely with parents to rapidly identify 
when children may need additional support and implement extensive plans to 
address this. Staff take good account of children's needs when using additional 
funding. For instance, they obtain resources and employ additional staff to 
further support individual children and their families. All children, including those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities, make good progress from their 
starting point. 

n Staff report that they feel well supported by leaders and the manager. Regular 
supervision sessions and team meetings help staff to feel valued and content in 
their role. Staff work well together in their own rooms and across the nursery. 
However, the provider does not monitor closely enough to ensure that every 
single member of staff has the support they need to fully understand how to use 
their interactions to extend children's learning. Although all staff are caring in 
their their approach, some are more confident and effective than others in their 
teaching. This leads to some minor inconsistency in the quality of children's 
learning experiences.
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n Babies and toddlers enjoy a good balance between adult-led activities and those 
they choose for themselves. Staff skilfully plan activities that they know the 
children will enjoy. For example, young children show curiosity as they play on 
the water and mud trays. They giggle with excitement as they squeeze pipettes 
and squirt the water out. While others enjoy the feel and touch of the wet mud 
as they push it into cups. This engages young children in new experiences and 
helps to strengthen their small-muscle development effectively.

n Staff promote children's literacy, as well as their speech and language 
development, impressively. For example, leaders choose core books that they 
extensively study with the children, through story time and art and craft 
activities. Children learn to recite classic children's literature, such as 'Goldilocks 
and the Three Bears'. This enables children to solidify their understanding of the 
story and successfully enhances their emerging communication skills.

n Staff ensure that children learn to look after their growing bodies. For instance, 
they teach children about oral health and grow vegetables with them. Staff 
explain to them the importance of nourishing their bodies and how to lead a 
healthy lifestyle. Children learn to make healthy choices from the onset, which 
further benefits their personal development effectively.

n All children, including the youngest, learn independence skills with the support 
from attentive staff. Young children are beginning to feed themselves during 
mealtimes and drink independently from their cups. Older children learn to zip 
up coats and trousers, and to put on their shoes. This helps children to become 
independent learners, ready for their move on to school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen the arrangements to monitor the quality of teaching practice to 
identify when to provide individual staff with more training and support.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 134325

Local authority Oxfordshire

Inspection number 10346877

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 6

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 68

Name of registered person Rainbow Corner Day Nursery Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP518050

Telephone number 01491 613923

Date of previous inspection 13 August 2018

Information about this early years setting

Rainbow Corner Day Nursery opened in 1984 and registered in its current premises 
in 2000. The nursery operates from the Anne Brown Centre in Watlington, 
Oxfordshire. It is open on weekdays from 8am until 6pm for 48 weeks of the year.  
The nursery employs 25 staff, 21 work directly with the children. Of these, one 
holds qualified teacher status and 12 hold level 3 early years qualification. The 
nursery receives funding for the provision of free early education for children aged 
two, three and four years and is in receipt of early years pupil premium funding.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Katharina Hill
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider. 

n Staff talked to the inspector about how they plan activities and what they do to 
support children's learning and development. They also explained the 
procedures that they follow to keep children safe. 

n A joint observation was carried out by the inspector and the Early Years Co-
ordinator/teacher of an activity.

n The inspector went on a learning walk with the Early Years Co-ordinator/teacher 
to look at how the curriculum is planned and delivered.

n The inspector spoke to children and viewed their activities. She spoke to parents 
and considered their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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