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Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff offer children and their families a warm welcome at this supportive and caring 
nursery. Children settle well and show they feel safe and happy as they confidently 
explore and engage in the motivating activities staff provide. Babies and toddlers 
freely investigate their environment and go to staff for cuddles and reassurance. 
Older children focus on finding the best ways of making water travel through a 
series of containers without spilling it. They excitedly tell staff when they achieve 
success. Staff know children incredibly well. They use their knowledge of children's 
starting points to successfully plan and deliver a curriculum that continually builds 
on what children know and can do. This gives children a strong foundation in 
learning. 

Children behave well. They listen to staff and demonstrate they understand the 
routines and boundaries. For instance, younger children cheer and say, 'It's snack 
time, it's snack time!' as they see staff starting to prepare their fruit and drinks. 
Children benefit from the carefully planned outdoor activities staff provide. Staff 
encourage and support children of all ages to climb, balance, throw and kick balls, 
ride a range of bikes, trikes, and scooters, and teach children how to use different 
tools to draw, pour and scoop for example. This helps children develop the physical 
skills they need ready for school. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and managers have a clear intent for children's learning. There is a 
focus on children's language and communication, supporting their personal, 
social, and emotional development, and building children's physical skills. Staff 
deliver this curriculum with enthusiasm. They regularly praise children's efforts 
and achievements and give children opportunities to make choices and decisions 
about their own care and learning. For example, older children choose if they'd 
like to play inside or outside. This helps children feel valued and builds their self-
esteem and confidence. 

n Staff have high expectations for children. They use regular assessments to 
swiftly identify any gaps in children's learning. Leaders and managers ensure 
funding is used effectively to provide support and resources for individual 
children who need additional support. This inclusive approach helps all children 
make progress. 

n Older children show they are independent in all aspects of their self-care and 
learning. Staff give children the opportunities to learn and practice a wide range 
of independence skills. For example, children use technology to register 
themselves when they arrive, peel their own fruit, and recycle their fruit waste at 
lunch time. However, staff do not always fully extend younger children's 
independence. For instance, younger children who are capable of using cutlery 
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to feed themselves are not consistently given opportunities to do so. 
n Partnerships with parents are positive. Staff understand the importance of 

working with families to provide a consistent approach to children's care and 
learning. Staff spend time getting to know children and their families from the 
start. They use this valuable information to meet each child's interests and 
needs. For instance, staff work with parents to learn key words in different 
languages to help children who speak English as an additional language to settle 
and express themselves. Parents speak highly of the support staff give them 
with milestones like toilet training and managing their children's behaviour at 
home. 

n Staff's interactions with children are positive and encouraging. Staff show a 
caring and genuine interest in what children are saying and doing. They 
enthusiastically join in with children's play. However, when staff who work with 
younger children are busy with routine tasks, they miss opportunities to engage 
in high quality interactions with babies and toddlers to fully support and extend 
their learning.

n Leaders and managers provide staff with opportunities to develop their own 
knowledge and practice. Staff's professional development is carefully planned to 
have the greatest impact on children. Staff's workload and well-being are 
managed effectively to ensure staff feel positive and confident. Staff work well 
as a team and show dedication to their role. Their upbeat and supportive 
approach helps children develop positive attitudes towards their learning. 

n Staff use a range of teaching strategies to build children's knowledge and skills. 
For example, they model language, use careful questioning, and give children 
time to think and respond. However, staff do not always recognise when 
children's knowledge is not accurate. At times, staff do not step in quickly 
enough to help children with any misconceptions. For example, staff do not 
always notice when children mis pronounce words or when children say the 
incorrect colour for objects. This means there are times when children are 
learning and using inaccurate knowledge.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure staff build on opportunities for younger children to carry out tasks they 
are capable of doing, such as beginning to use cutlery to feed themselves, to 
fully develop younger children's independence skills 
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n support staff to recognise and make the most of all opportunities to engage in 
quality interactions with babies and younger children to fully extend younger 
children's learning 

n strengthen staff's skills in identifying children's misconceptions and quickly 
correcting them to help children develop accurate knowledge.

Inspection report: RAFA Kidz Boscombe Down
9 May 2025 4



Setting details
Unique reference number 2782630

Local authority Wiltshire

Inspection number 10401377

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 54

Number of children on roll 71

Name of registered person Rafa Kidz Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2546234

Telephone number 01980625624

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Rafa Kidz Boscombe Down registered in 2024. It is located at the Ministry of 
Defence, Boscombe Down, Amesbury, Salisbury, Wiltshire. The setting is open 
Monday to Friday 7.30am to 5.30pm and employs twenty-three members of staff. 
Two members of staff are Early Years Teachers, one member of staff holds a level 6 
qualification, eight hold level 3 qualifications, and one member of staff holds a 
qualification at level 2. The setting offers government funded places.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Mikaela Jauncey
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Inspection activities

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises with the manager.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about her curriculum and what she wants children to learn. 

n Staff talked to the inspector throughout the inspection and discussed how the 
curriculum is planned and implemented and how children's progress is 
monitored.

n The inspector spoke to parents and took their views into account.
n The manager carried out a joint observation of a language and communication 

activity with the inspector.
n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children throughout the 

inspection.
n Children spoke to the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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