
Inspection of Rainbow Nursery
The Mansion, 36A Fore Street, Totnes TQ9 5RP

Inspection date: 8 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Staff plan varied learning experiences and engage in children's play to support their 
learning. Staff support children's cutting skills and introduce early mathematical 
ideas as children make their own puzzles. They share stories with children, 
supporting their early language and literacy skills. Staff encourage children to 
describe textures while reading a sensory based story and to join in retelling 
familiar stories. Children are motivated to learn and keen to participate.

Staff promote children's health and their emotional and social development. They 
provide children with a nutritious, vegetarian diet. Children have lots of 
opportunities to be physically active. They develop core strength as they play on 
climbing equipment and the trampoline. Staff help children to understand and 
name their emotions and to express these appropriately. They help children to 
regulate their behaviour. Staff provide moments of calm, called 'me time', where 
children relax and listen to peaceful music. Older children learn about themselves 
and their 'superpowers', such as being kind and brave. Children enjoy opportunities 
to play together and are beginning to develop early friendships. Children are 
developing the skills they need to understand themselves and to build successful 
relationships in the future.

Parents are very happy with the care and education that the nursery provides. 
They comment that their children have made good progress. Staff work in 
partnership with parents to ensure continuity of care. Staff share information with 
parents when they collect their children and send photos through the day. Children 
enjoy their time at nursery and are well prepared for the next steps in their 
education, including school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The key-person system is very well established at the nursery. Relationships 
between staff and children are warm and affectionate. Key persons share videos 
of themselves before children start nursery. They offer consistent support 
through the settling-in period to help children feel safe in their new environment. 
Children form close attachments with their main carers. They demonstrate that 
they feel secure and confidently explore their environment. 

n Children are confident communicators, and staff value their ideas. Staff teach 
children to take turns in conversations and to listen to the ideas of others. They 
introduce new vocabulary to children, such as 'erupt' as they talk about 
volcanoes. Children are keen to talk about what they are doing and about their 
experiences. All children, including those who speak English as an additional 
language, are making good progress. 

n The nursery values the importance of play, and staff readily engage in children's 
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play to extend their learning. For example, they encourage children to use their 
imaginations as they pretend to create magical potions. They help children to 
problem-solve as they use construction materials to build crash helmets. 
However, on occasion, staff do not support children's play as well as they might, 
particularly for the under threes. 

n Children of different ages play together through much of the day. This provides 
opportunities for children to learn from older peers and to spend time with their 
siblings. However, there are occasions when the play of older children results in 
the youngest children's needs not being fully met.

n Staff promote and encourage children's curiosity and their thinking skills. Young 
children enjoy exploring different objects in the 'treasure island'. They 
investigate what things do and how they work. Older children experiment with a 
pulley and crate and objects that roll in the outdoor area. Each day, children take 
part in 'blue sky thinking' sessions, where staff encourage children to share their 
ideas and to later evaluate their learning. Children are curious and confident and 
are learning to think creatively.

n Staff foster children's independence well. Children make independent choices 
about how they spend their time. They take responsibility for their belongings 
and manage their personal care. Even the youngest children enjoy serving their 
own lunches. They show pride in the new skills they are gaining. 

n Staff work collaboratively with parents when they have concerns about a child's 
development. They tailor support to target children's specific needs. This may 
include providing additional resources, nurture group activities or additional time 
with key persons. This ensures the very best outcomes for all children.

n The leadership team evaluates the effectiveness of the nursery and is committed 
to continuous improvement. Leaders use research to guide their practice. They 
have high expectations for their staff. Staff receive relevant training and are 
supported in developing the knowledge and skills they need to carry out their 
roles effectively.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff's interactions with younger children to meet their individual 
needs 

n review and enhance the effectiveness of the daily routine and environment in 
supporting curriculum delivery for children under three. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2696001

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10368130

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 56

Number of children on roll 79

Name of registered person Daisy and Rainbow Childcare (Totnes)

Registered person unique 
reference number 2696000

Telephone number 01803863447

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Rainbow Nursery re-registered in 2022 but has been operating since 2006. It is 
located in Totnes, Devon. It is open Monday to Friday, from 8am to 5.15pm, all 
year round. It employs 17 members of staff. One member of staff has early years 
professional status, one holds a level 7 qualification, two at level 6, three at level 5, 
five at level three, one staff at level 2 and four are unqualified. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Hayday

Inspection activities

n The inspector completed a learning walk of the nursery and discussed the early 
years curriculum with the nursery manager. 

n Children and staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity. 
n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their views. 
n The manager, chief executive officer and nominated individual talked to the 

inspector about the leadership and management of the setting.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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