
Inspection of Robins Nest Community 
Preschool
St. Pauls Church, Fair Oak Road, Bishopstoke, Eastleigh SO50 8LQ

Inspection date: 18 October 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy coming to the setting, which has a welcoming and friendly feel. Staff 
develop positive relationships with children and include them in making decisions 
during the day. For example, children are asked what they would like to play with 
or which piece of fruit they would like from the basket. This helps children to feel 
valued and important.

Children's behaviour is positive, and staff are skilled at gently and patiently 
encouraging those who may need reminding how to behave. For example, a large 
sand timer is used to demonstrate how much outside time is left before it is time to 
pack away and come inside. This helps children to understand what is coming next.

The curriculum is ambitious for every child and staff use careful observations, along 
with information from parents, to develop activities and experiences that help 
children progress with their learning. For example, children show a keen interest in 
building, so staff provide soft bricks and wooden tracks to encourage children to 
practise their concentration and fine motor skills. This helps to keep children 
interested and engaged in their learning. All children are encouraged to join in with 
the available activities. Staff are inclusive and nurture children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities to access all activities and experiences within 
the pre-school.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The curriculum is well sequenced to support children's learning. Staff are clear 
about why they are offering an experience and what the children will learn. For 
example, pallets in the garden are available to climb on. This is to help build 
their core strength and improve their ability to ride a balance bike. 

n Overall, children benefit from good support to master new skills and to begin to 
complete tasks to support their self-help skills. For example, they cut their own 
fruit at snack time. However, not all staff recognise opportunities that arise to 
encourage children to attempt to do things for themselves. As a result, there is 
some inconsistency in what the support staff provide to promote children's 
independence

n The pre-school encourages a love of books. For example, there is a 'borrow a 
book' box by the front door, which is available for all families to enjoy. Parents 
say this really encourages a love of reading at home. This helps families to 
support their child's listening and concentration skills.

n Parents say that staff keep them up to date with what their child has been 
learning. They also feel supported with helpful advice on toileting and behaviour. 
This helps to ensure consistency for children, both at home and pre-school.   

n Staff plan a range of local outings to help children learn about their community. 
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For example, they walk to the local post office to buy stamps for their letters and 
go to the park and local woods. Staff use these opportunities to teach children 
about road safety. This helps children to understand how to keep themselves 
safe.  

n Children are encouraged to be curious. For example, staff bring in pumpkins for 
the children to explore, which starts a conversation about the seeds inside. 
Children share ideas about how to open the pumpkin and what colour the inside 
might be. This helps children to think critically and develop their communication 
and language skills.

n Leaders have a clear vision for the pre-school and plans are in place to enhance 
and improve the opportunities provided for children. Staff feel well supported 
and the whole team is involved in providing ideas and suggestions for 
improvement. This makes everyone feel valued and part of the team.

n Leaders support staff to keep their knowledge up to date. All staff understand 
the importance of training and they complete courses. This means that practice 
is constantly being reviewed and developed. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n monitor and support the staff team to be more consistent in promoting children's 
independence.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2690788

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10363716

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 3

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 31

Name of registered person Robins Nest Childcare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2690789

Telephone number 07542559161

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Robins Nest Community Preschool registered in 2022. It is located in Eastleigh, 
Hampshire. The setting opens Monday to Thursday from 8.30am to 4pm, and on 
Friday from 8.30am to 3pm, during term time. There are six staff employed, 
including the manager. Three have level 3 childcare qualifications and one has level 
2. There is also an apprentice employed. The setting provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lucy Short
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Inspection activities

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing while at the pre-
school.

n Staff spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector and manager carried out a joint observation of group activities.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.
n The manager showed the inspector the premises and discussed how they ensure 

they are safe and suitable.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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