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Woodlands Cp Junior School, Higham School Road, TONBRIDGE, Kent TN10 4BB

Inspection date: 10 July 2024

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thoroughly enjoy attending this exceptionally warm, welcoming setting. On 
arrival, they show a great sense of security as they happily and enthusiastically 
settle into activities and follow a routine that is very familiar to them. Children build 
extremely close friendships. For example, at group time they eagerly call their 
friends to come and sit with them.

Staff have high expectations for all children, including children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). They provide children with a wealth 
of interesting resources, indoors and outdoors, which they skilfully use to support 
children's interests and move them on in their learning. Children choose and use 
the resources confidently, are exceptionally motivated to learn and persist during all 
activities. 

Children behave exceptionally well and treat each other and staff with respect. 
Staff are excellent role models. They plan the learning environment well so children 
can develop independence from an early age. For example, children have learned 
how to put their own coats on. When they realise they have their coat on the 
wrong way round, they take it off and keep trying until they have it the correct way 
round. This shows children have developed resilience. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The quality of education is outstanding. The manager and staff provide a highly 
exciting broad curriculum that successfully engages children in learning. Staff 
understand how to promote children's learning exceptionally well. They skilfully 
develop children's great interest in books, for example, as they consistently read 
to children using the high-quality books around the setting. 

n All children, including children with SEND, get the best start in life. The special 
educational needs coordinator and all staff have an exceptional understanding of 
children's needs. They closely monitor children's progress. Swift referrals 
initiated by the setting mean children get the extra help and support they need. 
This results in children making rapid progress in their learning. Staff make the 
best use of any additional funding children receive. They carefully plan the most 
effective way to use it, which supports children to make the best possible 
progress in their learning and development.

n Staff focus strongly on supporting children's communication and learning. For 
instance, staff organise adult-led activities, which they use to extend children's 
confidence to talk, vocabulary and literacy skills successfully.

n Children behave exceptionally well. Staff support children extremely well to learn 
to share, take turns and follow the rules. Staff are very positive role models and 
are extremely consistent in their approach. For instance, when children ride a 
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bike up a slope, staff quietly and gently provide them with guidance that 
successfully gains their cooperation and understanding of what is expected.

n Children are incredibly independent, understand expectations and develop the 
skills they need for the future. For example, they put on their boots in the 
outdoor area before playing in the mud kitchen. When they have finished, they 
find their shoes, put them back on, checking they are on the right feet, and 
place the boots back where they belong. 

n Children's physical development is a key strength in the setting. Staff provide 
children with exceptional opportunities to learn about healthy lifestyles. For 
example, they provide children with a wide range of fresh fruit at snack time and 
support them to develop physical skills as children learn to climb, pedal, run and 
dig in the outdoor area. 

n The manager focuses strongly on continuously improving this outstanding 
setting. She places a high priority on staff professional development and 
continuously maintains the high standard of education children receive. Staff 
report that they feel supported by the manager and have high levels of well-
being.

n Partnership with parents is strong. Parents are very happy with the care and 
education their children receive. They discuss the exceptional development their 
children have made since they started at the setting. Parents value the close 
bonds that staff form with their key children and the comprehensive information 
they receive about their children's progress. Staff focus strongly on involving 
parents in their children's learning and development. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interest first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY404011

Local authority Kent

Inspection number 10351150

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 79

Name of registered person Roselands Pre-School Highamwood Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904964

Telephone number 01732368580

Date of previous inspection 10 October 2018

Information about this early years setting

Roselands Pre-School Highamwood registered in 2009 and is run by a limited 
company with committee status. It is located in the grounds of Woodlands Primary 
School in Highamwood, near Tonbridge, Kent. The pre-school is open Monday to 
Friday, from 9am to 3.30pm, during term time. The provider receives funding to 
provide free early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The pre-
school employ 13 staff. Of these, six hold a relevant early years qualification at 
level 3 and one member of staff holds qualified teacher status. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Janine Scott
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together and 
discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children both indoors 
and outdoors.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspector spoke with several parents during the inspection and took account 

of their views.
n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times during the inspection.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including paediatric first-aid 

certificates and suitability checks.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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