
Inspection of Scriven Park Pre School
Meadowside Cp School, Halfpenny Lane, KNARESBOROUGH, North Yorkshire HG5 
0SL

Inspection date: 9 July 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children settle happily in this nurturing pre-school. The friendly staff make sure all 
children's care needs are met in a warm, calm and productive atmosphere, 
including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities. The team are 
passionate about providing a high-quality learning experience for all children. 
Children are confident, independent and eager to participate in the stimulating 
activities on offer. This helps motivate children to learn and their emotional and 
physical well-being blossom.

Children behave very well. Staff take every opportunity to praise children's positive 
behaviour. Children learn to share, take turns and to help others. For example, 
older children remind younger ones not to lick the paint on their fingers. They take 
them to the fresh water bottles and say, 'Have a drink instead'. Key persons know 
their children extremely well and know what works with them. Children who are 
unable to self-regulate are given wonderful support to help them calm and learn 
how their behaviour affects others. Older children enjoy being helpful, such as 
when they are asked to help put the home corner resources away so that it is 
organised and appealing to their friends. This helps children to feel a valued 
member of the pre-school and supports their self-esteem.

Staff provide children with healthy snacks and fresh water throughout the day. 
Children begin to make healthy choices when selecting foods to eat. For example, 
during snack they choose to eat chopped vegetables, and proudly say, 'I love this 
cucumber now'. They know that eating fruit and vegetables are good for their 
bodies and know to 'hydrate' their bodies regularly.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The highly committed leadership and manager have a secure overview of the 
pre-school's curriculum intent. This has a strong focus on the social, 
communication and physical skills children need to learn before they leave the 
pre-school. Through training and good mentoring, this knowledge underpins 
staff's delivery of interesting and challenging activities which staff tailor to meet 
children's individual next steps in learning. However, although new changes to 
tracking and planning children's individual progress are in place, and 
arrangements for supervising and monitoring staff performance and practice 
have improved, these are not yet fully established and robust enough to ensure 
all younger children make the best possible progress.

n Staff place a strong emphasis on promoting children's language skills. For 
example, staff respond positively to everything children say, and often link 
rhymes and songs they can sing together as they play. This helps build 
confidence and language skills. Younger children practise new words they have 
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learned, such as 'decanter' and 'tea cup'. Older children use more complex 
sentences, for instance, to describe a 'galaxy in space' they have created out of 
different coloured dough and glitter.

n Staff and volunteers recently renovated the outdoor area with a story nook, bug 
hotel, fairy garden and exciting 'big dig' area and mud kitchen. This enables 
children to explore a vast range of resources and experiences that cover all 
areas of the curriculum. Children squeal with joy as staff roll back a piece of 
artificial grass and they see all the worms and insects living underneath. Older 
children count and compare them. Younger children learn not to squash them or 
they will die. Children pick the wiggly worms up and understand that they are 
'creatures and have feelings' as they sit and observe them, clearly fascinated. 
This helps children gain good knowledge about caring for living things. 

n The manager and staff continue to assess possible risks to children's safety, for 
example, they have reviewed the suitability of resources, activities and 
supervision procedures for children who play outdoors. Staff support children's 
awareness of danger very well. They help children learn about taking supervised 
risks in their play. For instance, children playing outside on a wet day remind 
each other that the wet wood might be slippy. 

n Overall, staff teaching is consistently good. For example, staff support children 
well to enjoy literacy activities, such as stories and practising their early writing 
skills. They help children gain a very good understanding of mathematical 
concepts and practise counting, comparing and estimating often. However, 
although children make good progress and learn the skills they need for what 
comes next, staff have not fully considered how to improve children's exploration 
of how things work to help them develop their skills even further. 

n Partnerships with parents are strong. Parents are very complimentary about the 
staff and the service they provide. They comment, 'I have honestly never seen a 
child so excited to go to pre-school and enjoy their time there' and, 'so much 
thought and energy are put into making sure the children have the best time'.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n sharpen the focus of observation and planning so staff provide an even clearer 
picture of younger children's progress and further promote their next steps in 
learning

n enhance the opportunities children have to explore how things work, to further 
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extend their understanding of the world.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY430564

Local authority North Yorkshire

Inspection number 10306838

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 19

Name of registered person Scriven Park Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP530802

Telephone number 01423 313 138

Date of previous inspection 20 July 2023

Information about this early years setting

Scriven Park Pre School registered in 2011 and is located in Knaresborough. The 
pre-school employs eight members of childcare staff, five of whom hold an 
appropriate early years qualification at level 3, and two hold a level 2 qualification. 
The pre-school opens from Monday to Thursday, during term time only. Sessions 
are from 9am until 3.30pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Harvey
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the pre-school and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The manager, a director and the inspector completed a learning walk together of 
all areas of the pre-school and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children told the inspector about their friends and what they like to do when 
they are at pre-school.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a learning walk and joint observation with the manager 
and director.

n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.

n The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including risk assessments, and 
reviewed evidence of the suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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