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Inspection date: 13 January 2025

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children thrive and thoroughly enjoy their time in this highly inclusive and nurturing 
setting. They are eager to arrive and immediately engage in the wide range of 
interesting and stimulating activities staff set up for them. Staff are attentive, 
welcoming and caring. Consequently, children build strong bonds not only with 
their key person but with all staff. This helps children to feel safe and secure and 
paves the way for seamless transitions when they move up to the next room. For 
example, babies wave to and greet staff they recognise who work in other rooms 
when they play in the garden. 

The broad and deeply embedded curriculum is fully extended in the outdoor areas. 
As a result, children are constantly engaged and completely immersed in their 
learning. Children are enthused by their chosen activities and seek their friends out 
to join them. For example, they insist that their friends must come and make bird 
food with them to hang on the trees in the garden. Children focus intently, 
developing their fine motor skills while they thread cereal onto multicoloured pipe 
cleaners. While doing so, staff skilfully introduce new vocabulary and initiate 
conversations about the wildlife around them. 

The dedicated leaders and staff are passionate about ensuring all children have the 
best start in life regardless of their backgrounds. Children with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are exceptionally well supported and make rapid 
progress from their starting points. Additional funding is meticulously used to 
broaden children's life experiences, with a strong focus on supporting children to 
make progress in the areas of learning where they need the most support.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff are committed to providing the highest quality of care and 
education for all children. Exceedingly focused plans for improvement are 
updated regularly with a strong emphasis on further enriching the experiences 
provided and outcomes for children. Leaders provide staff with highly effective 
supervision sessions and coaching. They mutually set monthly objectives focused 
on their own professional development and on enhancing the overall provision 
for children.

n Staff and leaders know the children in their care exceptionally well and are clear 
about what they want all children to achieve in readiness for school. Staff 
monitor children's development closely and set meaningful, individually tailored 
goals focused on what they want children to achieve next. Gaps in learning are 
swiftly identified, and focused action plans are put in place to support children 
with SEND. Staff work closely with other professionals involved in children's 
development and take account of their advice when setting developmental goals. 
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n Children's interests and views are highly valued, which helps them to feel a 
sense of belonging. They have opportunities to be part of the 'children's council', 
where children meet regularly with staff to share their ideas about activities they 
enjoy. Staff then build this into the curriculum. For example, during a recent 
meeting, children shared that they wanted more cooking activities, which was 
swiftly added into the educational plans.

n Staff practice is consistently of a high quality. They provide an extremely 
language-rich environment and interact with children skilfully to allow them to 
express themselves and extend their learning. Children articulate previous 
knowledge about the meaning of complex words, such as 'hibernate' and 
'nocturnal', during an activity focused on winter wildlife. Babies are confident 
communicators and swiftly recognise the meaning of words as they hear 
aeroplanes in the sky and point and verbalise what they see.

n Children behave exceptionally well. They play harmoniously together, 
understanding the importance of sharing and taking turns. Staff gently reiterate 
expectations for behaviour throughout the day and skilfully teach children the 
reasons why those expectations are in place. For example, children articulate 
clearly when asked that they only run in the outdoor environment as opposed to 
indoors to keep themselves and each other safe. 

n Staff instil a love of books and reading through shared stories and providing 
books for reference alongside activities. Children learn that some books provide 
facts and deeper knowledge. For example, during a craft activity, staff encourage 
children to use reference books as a guide to break down how to form the 
different body parts of birds with the vast resources available. Parents are 
encouraged to take children's favourite books home to read with their children.

n Partnerships with parents are exceedingly strong. All parents speak highly of the 
staff and their dedication towards children. Parents feel fully informed about 
their child's development and ways in which they can extend their learning at 
home. They feel that their children make excellent progress in their learning, 
particularly with their communication and independence skills. Leaders and staff 
recognise the importance of including parents as part of their nursery 
community. They provide opportunities for parents to deliver activities as part of 
their curriculum, such as playing the violin and reading stories with the children.

n There is a strong focus on helping children to learn about the world around them 
and to celebrate the diverse cultural backgrounds of their friends and the staff 
team. Staff bring in resources to help children understand the meaning behind 
different cultural festivals, such as Lohri. Children relish joining in with staff as 
they move their bodies in time to music and practise traditional dancing.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY541758

Local authority Slough

Inspection number 10367304

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 7

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 68

Name of registered person Slough Borough Council

Registered person unique 
reference number RP541754

Telephone number 01753 540797

Date of previous inspection 4 February 2019

Information about this early years setting

Romsey Close Children's Centre Early Years Service opened in 2007 and re-
registered in 2016. It is housed in Romsey Close Children's Centre in Slough. The 
setting is open Monday to Friday, from 8am to 6pm, for most of the year. It 
provides funded early education. The setting also offers before- and after-school 
and holiday care. A total of 12 childcare staff work at the setting, of whom two 
hold level 6 qualifications, and the majority of other staff hold level 3 qualifications. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Carla Roberts
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Inspection activities

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of 
the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n Staff spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation of a planned activity.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke with the nominated individual/registered individual about 

the leadership and management of the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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