
Inspection of Sale and Davys 
Playgroup
Village Hall, Twyford Road, Barrow-On-Trent, Derby DE73 7HA

Inspection date: 17 January 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happily at the setting. When they arrive, children hang up their 
coats and wash their hands. They find their name cards and put them on the snack 
board. Children quickly choose what they would like to do. A small group of 
children join in with puppets and actions to familiar rhymes, such as 'Five little 
ducks'. The caring staff support less-confident children with cuddles and 
reassurance. This helps children to feel safe and secure.

Children progress well and learn to behave well. For example, they develop their 
small-muscle skills as they poke, roll and stretch play dough while listening to 
songs and music. This helps to promote their small-muscle strength before they 
learn to write. Children understand the daily routines and what is expected of 
them. They stop what they are doing and raise their hand when they hear the bells 
ring. Children have opportunities to explore the local community. They help to 
grow tomatoes and pumpkins at the nearby allotment, and visit the alpacas who 
live locally. Children enjoy visits to the local school to watch sports day and school 
concerts. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children listen and behave well. Older children know to put their hands up to 
answer questions. They listen and respond well to the playgroup rules, such as 
using walking feet inside. Staff support younger children in understanding their 
feelings. For example, during a minor conflict, staff talk with them about 
children's feelings and the need to be kind. 

n Children are learning to keep healthy and become self-sufficient. For example, 
staff provide children with healthy snacks, such as apples, bananas and 
crackers. Children take turns sitting at the table in small groups, and are 
encouraged to wash their hands before eating. Older children help to chop the 
fruit safely and confidently serve themselves. Children learn to pour milk from a 
jug into open cups with support from staff. Once finished, they wash their plates 
in soapy water and put them on the draining board to dry. Leaders encourage 
parents to provide a healthy lunch box. 

n Children have lots of opportunities to be active in their play. They learn to put 
out their arms as they balance on tyres, planks and crates. Children join in group 
dancing activities with the enthusiastic staff. They laugh with delight as they 
pretend to 'zoom to the moon'. 

n Staff promote speech and language well. They talk about the colours of 
children's clothes as the children guess who they are describing. Staff read 
children stories such as 'The Colour Monster'. Children listen intently as they sit 
on cushions and cuddle teddies. However, older children are not always 
encouraged to extend their understanding and problem-solving skills. For 
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example, while outside, children notice an icy puddle, which staff have covered 
with a safety cone. Staff do not explain why children need to be careful or why 
the cone is there. On another occasion, when children discover that a ramp is 
too steep for them to climb, staff do not help them to think of ways to rectify 
this.

n Overall, the staff know the children and their home background well. They 
support younger children with their emotional development. For example, staff 
support children who are upset, and encourage them to wash their hands before 
eating. However, some staff plan for more-complex learning before they ensure 
that children's more relevant next steps are achieved. For example, some older, 
quieter children do not receive enough support to join in activities. 

n Parents state that they feel supported by the playgroup. Staff provide 
information regarding children's learning during face-to-face discussions, online 
messages and emails. Parents speak highly of the kind staff. They are happy 
with how their children have settled and progressed. Staff provide information to 
help parents to support children's learning at home. For example, they offer 
advice regarding children's speech, toilet training, and moving on to school. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a sound knowledge of their safeguarding responsibilities. They 
demonstrate a good understanding of the signs and symptoms of abuse to look out 
for. Staff are confident to record and report any child protection concerns to the 
relevant professionals. They have a sound knowledge of local safeguarding 
concerns, such as the 'Prevent' duty, female genital mutilation, and county lines. 
Staff attend regular training to keep their safeguarding knowledge up to date. The 
premises are secure, and staff follow clear safety procedures for visitors. Staff 
check the environment regularly to ensure it is a safe place for children to play.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n monitor how staff identify and plan for children's next steps to ensure that they 
are more clearly linked to the prime areas of learning and children's individual 
needs

n enhance the planning and support for the most-able children to ensure that they 
are suitably challenged.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY466131

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10236239

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 30

Name of registered person Sale & Davys Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP910398

Telephone number 01332703300

Date of previous inspection 15 March 2017

Information about this early years setting

Sale and Davys Playgroup registered in 2013. It is located in Barrow-upon-Trent. 
The playgroup employs five members of childcare staff, all of whom hold an early 
years qualification at level 3. The playgroup opens Monday to Friday, during term 
time. Sessions are from 9am to 1pm on Monday, and from 9am to 4pm on Tuesday 
to Friday. The playgroup receives funding for free early education for two-, three- 
and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Caroline Winterton
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector viewed the playgroup provision and discussed the safety and 
suitability of the premises.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn. 

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector observed the interactions between staff and children.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a dancing activity with the 

deputy manager.
n The inspector spoke to several parents during the inspection and took account of 

their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the playgroup.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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