
Inspection of SDN (Sleaford) Limited
Sleaford Day Nursery, The Drove, Sleaford NG34 7AP

Inspection date: 12 October 2023

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have strong bonds with all staff and are highly motivated by their praise. 
They happily seek a reassuring cuddle and show the same nurture and care with 
their friends. Children are proud to tell staff when they have tried something new 
and successfully achieved it. They practise taking risks while using their physical 
skills to climb in and jump from obstacles in the garden, landing safely, as staff 
have shown them previously. Children learn new skills and knowledge while they 
get ready and explore the community with staff. They know what staff expect of 
them and follow their instructions from a young age. Children try to put their 
wellies on and climb into the 'bus' pushchair. They learn to listen and look for cars 
before crossing a road and how to greet people politely, saying 'good morning' and 
waving. Children imitate vocabulary staff use and tell the builder on scaffolding to 
be 'careful not to fall'. They confidently share their ideas and discuss the colours 
and shapes of leaves they find while identifying the differences they can see.

Children listen carefully to staff as they talk about what is set out in the 
environment, before making choices in their own play. They respect the resources 
available and decide when to put toys away or when other children have not yet 
finished playing with them. Staff teach children why it is important to wash their 
hands and how to complete other care routines that keep them safe and well.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The staff know the children and their families extremely well. They talk about 
children's individual personalities, what interests them and what experiences 
they have elsewhere. Staff work closely as a team to assess what children know 
and can do and support them with what they need to learn next, addressing any 
gaps in their learning in a timely manner. They are passionate about meeting all 
children's needs and ensuring children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities experience the curriculum they offer. 

n Staff plan a wide range of activities for children that are tailored to their 
interests. They encourage children to re-enact their favourite story in the 
garden, joining in with phrases and vocabulary they have previously learned. 
Children develop their spatial awareness and learn to navigate different areas as 
they run away from staff, who are pretending to be 'the bear'. They help each 
other and listen to the staff's guidance to find places to hide, so the bear will not 
find them. 

n Overall, staff support children to develop their speech and language skills, 
particularly children who speak English as an additional language. Staff say 
simple keywords clearly to young children and repeat words back to them when 
they babble and make different sounds. However, some staff interactions are 
not always the same high quality. At times, they do not give children the time 
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they need to think and respond to questions fully or develop their speech as 
rapidly as possible.  

n Children learn to behave well and follow staff's clear boundaries. Older children 
show exemplary listening and attention as they sit in a circle, listen to staff and 
take turns to speak to one another. Staff spend time helping children explain 
their feelings and emotions to others to be able to negotiate and solve any 
conflict.

n Children are supported to learn good hygiene routines, such as washing their 
hands before lunch and wiping their own noses. However, some routines and 
transitions of the day are not always planned as well or supported by staff. 
Therefore, at times, staff become rushed and disorganised, and children are not 
able to make the most of the potential development opportunities.

n The leadership team is well established and highly skilled. They are passionate 
about providing the best experiences for all children, reflecting and adapting 
practice to continually work towards this aim. Leaders identify what coaching 
and support staff individually need, as well as small team support, and put 
training in place in a timely manner. The support they provide for staff well-
being is highly effective.

n Parents and carers say that the staff 'excel all expectations'. They feel staff work 
alongside them to provide consistency in children's care and learning and always 
have children's 'best interests at heart'. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff and leaders ensure the environment is safe for children to play in. They 
assess any risks and put steps in place to minimise potential hazards, particularly 
when on outings. There are thorough arrival procedures in place, including 
supervising all doors and checking visitors' identification. Leaders and staff 
demonstrate a thorough understanding of their responsibility to safeguard children. 
They monitor and identify signs and symptoms that suggest a child may be at risk 
of harm. Staff know how and when to record and report concerns to other 
professionals, such as the local authority. They understand local safeguarding 
concerns that affect the community and have a preventative approach to 
safeguarding vulnerable families. Staff work alongside other professionals to 
support families when needed. Leaders check the ongoing suitability of staff 
working with children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop staff's ability to be able to support children's speech and language to a 
consistently high quality
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n develop how staff use the routines and transitions of the day to most effectively 
support children's learning and development.  
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2699117

Local authority Lincolnshire

Inspection number 10310234

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 109

Number of children on roll 65

Name of registered person SDN (Sleaford) Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2699114

Telephone number 01529414464

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

SDN (Sleaford) Limited, trading as Sleaford Day Nursery, registered in 2022 and is 
located in Sleaford, Lincolnshire. The setting employs 16 members of childcare 
staff. Of these, 13 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above. 
The setting opens from Monday to Friday, all year round, except for bank holidays 
and a week at Christmas. Sessions are from 7.30am until 5.45pm. The setting 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Lora Teague
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Inspection activities

n The inspector discussed any continued impact of the pandemic with the provider 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and inspector conducted a learning walk together, discussing the 
learning intention for children and how the environment is arranged.

n The manager and inspector observed and evaluated an activity.
n The inspector observed staff and children of all ages through the setting.
n The inspector held discussions with staff regularly during the inspection.
n Parents' and carers' views were taken into consideration.
n A sample of documents were reviewed, including paediatric first-aid certificates, 

suitability checks, and safeguarding policies and procedures. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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