
Inspection of Squirrels @ Buckstones
Buckstones Primary School, Delamere Avenue, Oldham OL2 8HN

Inspection date: 25 October 2024

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children's laughter fills the air of this vibrant setting. They arrive from school with 
smiles on their faces. Children are eager to greet their friends and embrace staff 
with hugs. Staff are good role models. They provide children with clear 
expectations for their behaviour. Children show kindness towards others and 
behave exceptionally well. Staff teach children about fundamental British values. 
Children are confident to discuss individual liberty, respect and tolerance. They are 
proud to be part of this inspirational setting. Children speak with fondness about 
the friendships that they have made. Older children encourage younger children to 
take part in ring games. Staff are close by to offer reassurance and praise. Children 
have a strong sense of belonging and develop good skills to support them for their 
future success.

Staff provide children with a play programme that captures their interests and 
keeps them motivated to play. For instance, children giggle with delight while 
creating a Halloween collage. They use acrylic pens while decorating glass jars. 
Staff encourage children to be physically active. For example, they encourage them 
to participate in an assault course and play basketball with them. Children gain a 
good awareness of the importance of exercise. For instance, they discuss how the 
rhythm of their hearts change after competing in relay races.

Staff give creativity high priority. They help children to gain confidence in 
expressing their individuality, through praise and encouragement. For instance, 
staff encourage children to explore their own ideas while learning how to sew. 
Children show high levels of engagement and are enthralled to showcase pillows 
and blankets that they have created. They learn how to make bracelets and create 
unique patterns with beads. Children immerse themselves into creativity. They 
excitedly discuss their favourite activities and teach each other how to create 
artwork in the style of different artists.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The setting identifies the importance of self-evaluation. It reflects on how it can 
improve play outcomes for children. For example, it has provided training for 
staff to help them to better support children to manage their own feelings and 
emotions. Children participate in meditation and learn different techniques that 
assist them in self-regulating their behaviour. Children's behaviour and attitudes 
towards their play is impeccable.

n Play is at the heart of the setting's ethos. Staff ooze high energy and actively get 
involved in children's activities. They obtain the views of children and use this to 
offer a broad play programme. Children thoroughly enjoy an array of activities. 
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For example, they cannot contain their excitement while making 'pumpkin cakes' 
from dough. They make their own musical instruments and build homes for 
wildlife outdoors using sticks. 

n The setting places great emphasis on outdoor play. Children immerse themselves 
into imaginative play while pretending to travel to a 'magical land' with their 
friends. They participate in ring games and teach one another the rules of 
football. Children go on nature hunts and talk about the different seasons. 
Children develop a love of outdoors. They describe the feeling of wind and rain 
on their faces. Children develop an early awareness of how they can be 
environmentally friendly. For instance, they talk about the importance of 
recycling.

n The setting gives high priority to staff's well-being. It ensures that their 
workload is manageable. Staff morale is high. The atmosphere buzzes with their 
passion for working with children. Staff said that working at the setting is 'the 
best'. Staff attend supervision sessions and appraisal meetings. The setting 
supports staff to improve their practice through a highly successful training 
programme. Staff share best practice with each other and continually reflect on 
ways to offer children exciting play experiences.

n Care practices are good. The key-person system is highly effective and supports 
children's emotional well-being. Staff spend time getting to know children and 
their families. Children are happy, safe and settle well.

n Staff teach children about the importance of healthy living. They talk to them 
about following good hygiene practices. Children talk about good oral health and 
why visiting the dentist is important. Staff provide children with healthy snacks 
and keep them hydrated. Children develop good eating habits and are aware of 
the importance of a balanced diet.

n The setting teaches children about similarities and differences between 
themselves and others. Children relish learning about different cultures, faiths 
and beliefs. They learn that it is okay to look different and to be themselves. 
Children talk about differences in hair, eye and skin colour. They are well 
prepared for life in modern Britain.

n Partnership working is strong. Links with parents, the host primary school and 
external professionals are built on trust and respect. Staff complement children's 
learning from school and keep parents informed of their children's time at the 
setting. Parents commended staff for going above and beyond for their children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

Inspection report: Squirrels @ Buckstones
25 October 2024 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 2691398

Local authority Oldham

Inspection number 10363674

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 75

Name of registered person Squirrels Childcare Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903419

Telephone number 07412615506

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Squirrels @ Buckstones registered in 2022 and is located in Oldham. The setting is 
open Monday to Friday, from 7.30am until 9am, and from 3pm until 6pm term time 
only. In total, a team of four staff work at the setting. Three hold an early years 
qualification at level 2 and above.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Luke Heaney

Inspection activities

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk.
n Discussions were held with the leadership and management team.
n The inspector conducted a joint observation of an activity with the manager.
n The inspector observed adult-led activities and children during their play. 
n The inspector spoke with parents and carers during the inspection. 
n The inspector viewed a sample of documentation, including staff suitability 

checks.
n The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times during the 

inspection.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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