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Inspection of a good school: St John’s &
St Peter’'s CofE Academy

St Vincent Street West, Ladywood, Birmingham, West Midlands B16 8RN

Inspection dates: 23 and 24 April 2024

Outcome
St John’s and St Peter’s Church of England Academy continues to be a good school.

The head of this school is Nilam Hullait. This school is part of the All Saints Multi Academy
Trust, which means other people in the trust also have responsibility for running the
school. The trust is overseen by a board of trustees, chaired by Sarah Smith.

What is it like to attend this school?

This is a happy and caring school. Everyone is welcome and all pupils and staff are
valued. Parents are fulsome in their praise of the school. As one parent put it, ‘The school
feels like one big happy family, and I am proud to be part of it

Expectations of pupils’ behaviour are high. Children learn the routines and expectations as
soon as they join the Reception class. The youngest children demonstrate excellent
attitudes to learning. They work and play together happily. This sets the tone for
behaviour and conduct as they move through the school. Pupils who suffer from anxiety
or anger issues are quickly calmed down through spending time with Lucca, the school’s
therapy dog.

The school works closely with parents. It provides high-quality pastoral support to pupils
and their families where needed. The school has formed close community and church
links. It hosts ‘The Big Breakfast’ on a Saturday morning where community members are
invited into school and served a free breakfast and pupils enjoy sports and craft activities.

Staff have a detailed knowledge of every pupil. This helps them identify and intervene
swiftly in situations which place pupils at risk of harm.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?

The trust and school leaders have successfully steered the school through a difficult
period since the previous inspection. They have established a happy and harmonious
school where pupils thrive.

The curriculum is ambitious and progressive. It sets out precisely the knowledge, skills
and vocabulary pupils need to learn. The school has recently adopted new schemes in a
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few subjects. Because of this switch, older pupils sometimes do not have all the prior
knowledge they should in these subjects.

The school has worked tirelessly to overcome the many challenges it faces in meeting
pupils’ needs. Challenges include high levels of mobility and deprivation and significant
numbers of pupils with complex needs. Most children join the early years with very low
starting points due to a lack of pre-school experience. The school’s published data for
2023 shows that the proportion of pupils who reached the expected standard in reading,
writing and mathematics in Year 2 was below the national average. However, a significant
number of these pupils joined the school during Year 1 or Year 2. They were therefore
unable to benefit fully from the school’s well-designed curriculum. Currently, these pupils
are making strong progress and catching up due to the high-quality support they receive.

Reading is justifiably the school’s number one priority. The school has invested heavily in
high-quality books for the whole school. The reading curriculum is rigorous and well-
taught. Children in Reception Year get off to a strong start in learning to read. Staff have
the knowledge and skills needed to teach early reading, including phonics, effectively.
Pupils practise and apply their phonic knowledge when reading books that closely match
the sounds they learn. Pupils who fall behind are well supported. They read daily in school
and most catch up quickly.

Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are swiftly assessed, and
their learning and care needs are accurately identified and met. Pupils get the support
they need to be successful in school because staff care deeply about them and want the
best for them. Pupils with the most complex needs receive a bespoke programme and
high levels of support. The school is highly effective in including these pupils in lessons
wherever possible.

Opportunities such as school councillors, faith team leaders and house captains enable
pupils to take on responsibilities at school and develop leadership skills. The school offers
a range of activities to develop pupils’ interests and contribute to their personal
development. For example, educational visits to farms, galleries and theatres bring
learning to life.

Pupils learn about faiths and cultures which are different to their own. This helps them
appreciate and collaborate well with the diverse community within the school. However,
pupils have a limited knowledge and understanding of fundamental British values, despite
the school teaching pupils about these. On occasion, this leads to pupils not
demonstrating the respect and tolerance for others that the school expects.

The school is considerate of staff workload and well-being. Staff appreciate reductions to
their workload and the high-quality support and feedback they receive from leaders.

The trust and local academy board provide a good balance of support and challenge for
the school. They are well informed. They invest their time and talents readily to ensure
pupils at the school get the best start in life.
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Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B A small number of subjects are at an early stage of implementation due to recent
curriculum changes. It is too early to detect the impact of the new content introduced
or where gaps exist in pupils’ knowledge due to the change of programme used. The
school should ensure that, in continuing to implement the new curriculum, current
learning builds securely on what pupils already know and can do.

B Pupils’ knowledge of fundamental British values is at an early stage of development. As
a result, pupils lack an understanding of how these values contribute to their future
lives. The school should ensure that pupils are taught about the importance of these
values so that they are well-prepared for life in modern Britain.

Background

When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called an
ungraded inspection, and it is carried out under section 8 of the Education Act 2005. We
do not give graded judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some
evidence that a school would now receive a higher or lower grade, then the next
inspection will be a graded inspection which is carried out under section 5 of the Act.
Usually this is within one to two years of the date of the ungraded inspection. If we have
serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or the quality of education, we will deem
the ungraded inspection a graded inspection immediately.

This is the first ungraded inspection since we judged the school to be good in June 2018.
How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to
find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted Parent View
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their

inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school.
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Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.

In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ is used to mean pupils with special educational needs
and/or disabilities (SEND); pupils who meet the definition of children in need of help and
protection; pupils receiving statutory local authority support from a social worker; and
pupils who otherwise meet the criteria used for deciding the school’s pupil premium
funding (this includes pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years,
looked after children (children in local authority care) and/or children who left care
through adoption or another formal route).
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http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/children-in-need-of-help-and-protection-data-and-analysis
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pupil-premium
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6 and 7 June 2018, under section 5 of the
Education Act 2005

B This school is one of two schools in the All Saints Multi Academy Trust. An executive
headteacher oversees both schools. The executive headteacher was appointed in

October 2022.

B The school’s leadership structure has changed since the previous inspection. The head
of the school was appointed in April 2019. She oversees the daily running of the
school. She is supported by the deputy head of school and other members of the

leadership team.

B The school is a Church of England school and last received a section 48 inspection in
April 2024. The next inspection is due within eight years of the last inspection.

B The school uses one alternative provider.
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Information about this inspection

B Inspections are a point-in-time judgement about the quality of a school's education
provision.

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 pandemic
began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with leaders and have taken
that into account in their evaluation of the school.

B The inspector met with the head of the school and all members of the senior leadership
team. She also met with the chair of the trust board, who is also the chair of
governors, and three other governors.

B The inspector carried out deep dives in these subjects: reading, mathematics and art.
For each deep dive, the inspector held discussions about the curriculum, visited a
sample of lessons, spoke to teachers, spoke to some pupils about their learning and
looked at samples of pupils” work.

B The inspector met with teaching staff to talk about curriculum, staff workload, and the
behaviour and personal development of pupils. She also met with groups of pupils to
talk about their learning and well-being.

B The inspector observed a selection of pupils reading to a member of staff. Other pupils
were heard reading their work during lesson visits.

B To evaluate the effectiveness of safeguarding, the inspector: checked the school’s
single central record; spoke to senior leaders about safeguarding procedures; took
account of the views of staff and pupils; and considered the extent to which the school
has created an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts pupils’
interests first.

B The inspector considered a range of documents, including the school’s self-evaluation
and plans for improvement. Records of attendance and behaviour incidents were
checked.

B The inspector observed pupils’ behaviour at playtime and talked to them about
behaviour, bullying and welfare.

B The inspector talked to parents after school and considered their responses to Ofsted’s
online questionnaire, Parent View. She gathered the views of pupils and staff on site
through discussions with these groups and from their online questionnaire responses.

Inspection team

Heather Simpson, lead inspector His Majesty's Inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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