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School Club Ltd
St. Walburgas Rc First School, Victoria Park, Shipley, Yorkshire BD18 4RL

Inspection date: 13 September 2022

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children excitedly engage with all of the activities on offer at this after-school club. 
They concentrate for prolonged periods and share resources kindly with each 
other. Children's behaviour is excellent. They cooperate and encourage other 
children to join in their play. Older children check on younger siblings to make sure 
that they are okay. Children demonstrate a caring attitude towards others. For 
example, children help each other make a den using drapes on a frame, and 
congratulate each other as they complete it. Children demonstrate that they are 
happy and feel safe, as they chat to each other and greet visitors. 

Staff listen carefully to children and hold extended conversations with them. 
Children thrive because staff show that they genuinely care. They help children 
that are new to the club settle in and to feel secure. Staff support children at snack 
time and show them how to fold a wrap full of healthy salad. Children and staff 
decide on the rules for the club together at the start of each year. This helps 
children to feel a sense of ownership and, as a result, they maintain the high 
expectations. Children swiftly follow instructions and demonstrate familiarity with 
daily routines, such as washing their hands before snack.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are very well 
supported. Staff provide picture cards to help children to describe their emotions 
and manage their feelings. They work one-to-one with children at key moments 
to ensure that children know what to do next and begin to develop their 
independence. Staff provide space for children to relax and unwind. There are 
quiet areas dedicated to supporting children that benefit from time away from a 
large group.

n Parents feel well informed about the experiences that their children take part in 
at the club. They trust the staff team and say that they value the flexible 
service. Parents receive termly newsletters and have time, when collecting 
children, to talk to staff.

n Children have lots of opportunities to play and be physical outdoors. They have 
access to a forest area, where they spend time in nature and observe the 
natural world. Children vigorously take part in cricket games, football and 
badminton. They have access to water throughout the session and take rest 
breaks when they need to. Children develop their fine-motor skills as they mould 
clay to make hedgehogs and create spikes using small sticks. 

n Children help staff to plan activities, making requests about things they would 
like to do. Staff observe children and talk to them to find out about their 
emerging interests. This helps them to plan new activities that children enjoy. 
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They hold 'cinema Fridays' and children choose from a range of films. Children 
learn about national events and create displays of the work which they have 
done about the Queen.

n Children immerse themselves in imaginative play. For example, they play 
families with dolls, pretending to be a mummy with a baby. They carry out care 
routines on the baby, such as dressing them, feeding them and taking them for 
walks in the buggy.  

n Children have lots of opportunities to be independent in the club. They choose 
from a wide range of resources that support their learning and build on their 
knowledge and skills. For example, children discuss nocturnal animals and find 
out what 'hibernate' means. They find out about the habitats and features of 
hedgehogs, with the help of the supportive staff. 

n Leaders and managers strive to continually improve. They develop staff's skills 
through external and internal training. Staff say that they feel well supported in 
their roles. They work well as a team to promote the values and ethos of the 
club in every interaction with children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

All staff are trained in safeguarding and they know what to do if they are worried 
about a child. Leaders and managers give a high priority to children's safety and 
welfare. Staff carry out regular risk assessments, along with checks of the 
environment and resources, to ensure that children stay safe. Staff take part in 
quizzes and meetings with leaders to keep their knowledge up to date. Children 
understand how to keep safe. For example, they ask permission before retrieving a 
ball that goes over the fence. Leaders liaise with safeguarding staff in the school if 
they have any concerns about children. This ensures a comprehensive 
safeguarding approach.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2519039

Local authority Bradford

Inspection number 10215002

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 45

Number of children on roll 61

Name of registered person St Walburga's After School Club Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2519038

Telephone number 07944109173

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

St Walburga's After School Club Ltd registered in 2019 and is located in the Shipley 
area of Bradford. The after-school club employs 6 members of staff. Three staff 
hold appropriate early years and playwork qualifications at level 3 or above. The 
after-school club opens during term time from 3.15pm to 6pm, Monday to Friday.  

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Ginny Robinson
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The inspector had a tour of the premises and reviewed documents relating to 
safeguarding, qualifications and first aid.   

n Leaders and managers met with the inspector to discuss safeguarding and the 
training of the staff team. 

n The inspector spoke to children and parents during the inspection, taking into 
account their views.

n The inspector observed the interactions between children and staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2022
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