
Inspection of St Clare's Pre-School
10 Strouden Court, Warren Park, Havant, Hampshire PO9 4JX

Inspection date: 5 February 2020

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children receive an exceptional early years experience at this inspirational pre-
school. They arrive with excitement and receive an incredibly warm and friendly 
welcome by the staff. The children's confidence shines through as they readily 
follow the daily routines and make independent choices about their play. Staff are 
highly engaging and enthusiastic teachers. They create exciting activities that spark 
children's curiosity and inquisitive interest to learn and play. 

Children have outstanding behaviour. Staff implement clear structures and 
boundaries that the children respond to extremely well. Children share and take 
turns with ease, demonstrating their polite and respectful nature. For instance, 
when riding bicycles outside, children tell staff which colour bicycle they would like 
to ride on next. Staff note this on a board and use a stop watch to alert the 
children when their turn is over. Children happily get off their bicycles and hand 
them to their peers, exchanging polite and supportive conversation as they do. 

Children are extremely motivated and eager to learn. This is because the staff are 
highly skilled teachers, who expertly support each individual child. Children delight 
in playing with their peers and teachers alike. They communicate in an excellent 
way and create elaborate play ideas. Children and staff form wonderful 
attachments. They roar with laughter together and cuddle up to listen to stories. 
Children feel extremely safe and secure at this pre-school. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Teaching is outstanding. Leaders nurture the staff and their individual strengths, 
ensuring they regularly receive high-quality training and development. Staff have 
their own unique teaching styles and approaches which complement each other. 
Some are energetic and enthusiastic while others are calm and nurturing, 
yet,they all provide children with exceptional teaching and learning. 

n Children are making fantastic progress. Staff are highly knowledgeable about 
child development and learning. They make precise and accurate assessments 
about children's progress and expertly target their next steps in learning. Staff 
are confident teachers and enhance children's learning in the moment. For 
example, while playing outside on bicycles, staff encourage role play of road 
safety, to enhance children's understanding about keeping themselves safe. 

n Leaders are inspirational. They have a clear and ambitious vision for their setting 
that is inclusive for all children and their families. This motivation and passion is 
also instilled in the staff who all work exceptionally well together. As a result, 
children receive a fantastic start to their education and are well prepared for 
their next stages in learning. 

n The pre-school provides incredible support for children with additional needs. 
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Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are making wonderful 
progress. This is due to the dedication and exceptional knowledge that the staff 
have. They work closely with other professionals and parents to ensure the 
children receive the best support possible. Leaders prioritise training for staff 
that will enhance their knowledge and have a positive impact on the children. 
For instance, all staff recently undertook training in autism and have 
implemented effectively new resources and teaching methods to support the 
children to the highest level. 

n Partnerships with parents are exemplary. Staff and leaders ensure parents 
receive extensive support and guidance whenever necessary. Parents are kept 
fully informed about their children's progress and staff work alongside them 
sharing information regularly. Parents commend the pre-school and describe the 
setting as 'phenomenal' and 'amazing'. 

n Leaders and staff recognise the importance of children's early language and 
literacy development. They ensure children have access to a vast array of books, 
which they explore with interest throughout the day. Staff read to the children in 
groups and individually, which encourages their love of reading. Children have 
opportunities to select books from the pre-school's in-house library system to 
take home and read with their families. They also regularly visit the local library 
on outings too. 

n Staff go out of their way to ensure children are given opportunities and 
experiences they may not otherwise have access to. For instance, they plan 
regular outings to local attractions, such as historic dock yards and Portchester 
Castle. Staff also arrange for professionals to visit the pre-school, including the 
police, the ambulance and health services. Children are developing excellent 
knowledge to support their future learning. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The managers are highly experienced in child protection procedures. They ensure 
all staff receive in-depth training which results in their comprehensive 
understanding about safeguarding children. Staff are confident at recognising the 
signs and symptoms that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. Staff are vigilant in 
reporting any concerns, and managers work closely with outside professionals. 
Promoting children's safety and welfare is given the highest priority. Managers 
have robust recruitment procedures and ensure all staff are suitable to work with 
children. Staff are deployed effectively to ensure children remain safe at all times. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY454097

Local authority Hampshire

Inspection number 10108831

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children 1 to 4

Total number of places 50

Number of children on roll 63

Name of registered person St Clare's Pre-School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP532011

Telephone number 02392479255

Date of previous inspection 19 June 2013

Information about this early years setting

St Clare's Pre-School first opened in 1971 and registered with Ofsted as a company 
limited by guarantee in 2012. It is one of two pre-schools managed by the same 
board of directors. The pre-school operates from premises in a residential area of 
Havant, in Hampshire. It opens Monday to Friday during term time only, from 8am 
to 4pm. Children attend for a variety of sessions. The pre-school is in receipt of 
funding for free early education for children age two, three and four years. There 
are 15 members of staff, 12 of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications 
ranging from level 2 to level 5. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jamie Smith
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Inspection activities

n A learning walk was conducted across all areas of the pre-school, to understand 
how the early years provision and the curriculum are organised.

n The manager and inspector carried out a joint observation together.
n Discussions were held with staff, children and parents at appropriate times 

throughout the inspection.
n The inspector sampled some of the pre-school's documents. This included 

evidence about safeguarding and staff recruitment.
n A meeting was held between the inspector, manager and nominated individual.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2020
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