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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Staff safely escort children to the club at the end of their school day. Children 
eagerly greet them as they enter this happy, friendly club. As they put away 
belongings and line up for snack, they converse with peers and staff about their 
day at school. Children behave very well. Staff are genuine in their interactions with 
children. They value children's views, ideas, and opinions and enjoy spending time 
with them. Staff seek out quieter children and check they are happy. They engage 
them in conversation about their family and friends and talk about special days and 
events in the village. Staff ensure the emotional security and well-being of children 
exceptionally well. 

Children benefit from a well-organised outside area and ample opportunity to 
develop their physical skills. They relish being outdoors and enjoy the array of 
activities on offer. This helps to support their physical development and builds on 
their social skills successfully. For example, children climb up, and onto, giant 
tractor tyres. They sit and converse in the sunshine and share with the inspector 
what they like about the club, 'If you are sad, they will support you. Like if I felt 
sad, they would give me a hug and check I am ok.'

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children enjoy well-planned activities that follow their learning at the host 
school, for example growth and life cycles. Children have observed chicks 
hatching, grown vegetables, and planted sunflowers. They work with staff and 
estimate how tall the sunflowers will grow. Staff support this well. They extend 
children's understanding by providing rulers to allow children to visualise how 
big the plant could grow. Children are highly motivated in their own learning as 
they contemplate who will achieve the tallest and widest plant.

n Staff work well together and evaluate their practice during regular conversations. 
The manager and those in a position of governance ensure staff well-being. Staff 
receive regular feedback on their practice. The manager ensures staff have 
access to training to enhance their professional development. Recruitment and 
induction procedures are robust to ensure the suitability of those who work with 
children.

n Children widen their friendship groups through meaningful play. Staff focus on 
making sure the children are playing and having fun while learning new things. 
For example, older and younger children play in the mud kitchen. They pretend 
to make soup, stirring the mud, 'It's a chocolate dessert soup', then they 
pretend to lay the table. As they scoop out the earth, staff notice a centipede 
and call to the children to come and look. Children cluster around to look at it 
closely and comment on what they see.
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n Older and younger children form strong attachments through an effective buddy 
system. Older children are kind and supportive to younger children. For example, 
reminding them about the rules, 'Don't forget you have to finish what you are 
eating before you leave the table.' Mealtimes are sociable and children 
remember to say please and thank you to each other and staff. Children receive 
healthy, nutritious food during snack time and comment on how 'delicious' it is.

n There are strong partnerships between the staff and the host school. This 
provides the children and families with continuity of care. Children with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities have often transitioned from pre-school into 
the school and out-of-school club. The key person works closely with parents, 
the host school, and other agencies, following guidance and advice to meet 
children's needs.

n Staff build positive relationships with parents and carers. Parents speak 
enthusiastically about the club and what it offers to children. They comment that 
children often want to stay longer and play with friends and staff. Staff seek the 
views of the children and parents to help plan improvements and gather ideas 
for activities in the future. 

n The manager and staff are passionate about supporting the community, children, 
and families. For example, the manager regularly distributes food from a local 
charity to families and the local community. Children learn to share what they 
have. Children learn about the wider world through the celebration of different 
cultures and traditions. For example, they painted eggs to learn about the Polish 
tradition of 'Pisanki'.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 101856

Local authority Gloucestershire

Inspection number 10335137

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 11

Total number of places 27

Number of children on roll 147

Name of registered person
St Joseph's Nympsfield Out of School Club 
Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519841

Telephone number 01453519778

Date of previous inspection 6 June 2018

Information about this early years setting

St Joseph's Nympsfield Out Of School Club registered in 2001. It operates from St. 
Joseph's Catholic School in the village of Nympsfield, near Stroud, in 
Gloucestershire. The club opens each weekday during term time, from 7.45am to 
8.45am and from 3pm to 6pm. There are five staff working with children, three of 
whom hold a relevant childcare qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Gwyneth Keen
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
leaders and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector observed staff interactions with children in a range of play 
activities, both indoors and outdoors. 

n The inspector met with the leadership team to discuss how the provision is 
organised.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection.

n Parents shared their views of the club with the inspector.
n The inspector reviewed documentation, including the suitability of staff and 

paediatric first-aid certificates. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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